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IN ordmary circomBtaDCfs I never UtauUl 
dream of coming betH-een the Ri-aUM' tad 
a immediate pemsa] of tiK Poeikt 
■vw after so long a time coUcctol and pmcstod 
worthily to suoh as dure mv own Iotc lor our 
early Litenttnre. Sat the drcum^tanoes are not 
onUnaiy. For absolute aa was the geaiaa, wide 
and deep the reach of thought and Bpccnlatioa, 
wine and potential the opinions worked oat and 
the counsels giren, weighty and frnilfnl — ntA 
without toDch of insight that looks like pre»cienee 
— Iiis rerdicts on the Post and anticiputiuns of th« 
Future, rich and virid the gnver aud intoue and 
keen in passion the gajcr lore-sonnets ^so-called}, 
airerting and memomble in mnnv lines — so as 
they answer tlie LaureaUi't definidon of tbs 
mtmor^ilia o( I'dt-trr : 



VI. ESSAY. 

*' five words long 

That sparkle on the stretcht fore-finger of Timo :*' 

and, summarily, massive and yet radiant, brain- 
charged, and yet o'times simple and quiet as blood 
coming and going in the heart, having the flower's 
beauty and the bird's notes in the most unexpected 
places, it nevertheless must be conceded that our 
illustrious Singer, as a ruhj was more mindful of 
substance than form, of material than workmanship, 
of saying the thing than the manner of saying 
it — as Milton for Philipps, in TJ^airuni Poetarum 
(1675) long since observed in tlie well known 
verdict, ** There is observable in all of it, [the 
Poetry] a close, mysterious, and sententious way 
of writing, without much regard to elegancy of 
style or smoothness of verse, ^^ So too, Mrs. Cooper 
in the " Muses Library " (1737; — ** Perhaps few 
men that dealt in Poetry had more learning or 
real wisdom than this nobleman ; and yet his 
style is sometimes so dark and mysterious, / mean 
it appears so to me, that one would imagine that 
he chose rather to conceal than illustrate his 
meaning : at other times again, his wit [ = intel- 
lect] breaks out with an uncommon bri.i;htne8.s, 
and shines, I had almost said without un equal. 
'Tis the same thiug with his poetry : sometimes 
80 harsh and uncouth, as if he had no ear for 



ESSAY. VU. 

music ; at otlioi*s, so smooth and harmonious, as if 
he was master of all its powers ". [All honour 
to the memory of this pioneer-critic of our early 
Poets for her modest ' I mean it appears so to me*. 
Anjrthing else, hefore such a mind is imperti- 
nence personified.] Hence — to illustrate by a 
figure — to possess the ** orient pearls ", with em- 
phasis, ** at random strung" — of hia supreme 
Thoughts, if you get the spoil and reward of the 
pearl-diver, you must also like him, descend into 
abyssmal depths : or — to change the figure — if the 
fair lily be there — and it is — you will very often 
find it in Bible-phrase "among thorns", sharp 
prickled and edged : or — still again to change the 
figure — if there be the lustrousness of stars you 
may look at same time for the over-drifting cloud 
of low and gray skies such as our* a. So that be- 
yond a doubt it demands the love and reverence 
of Patience to master the Puktey of LokD 
Brooke : tribute due to ever}' man of his type and 
mark, but in this hurrying ago uuseldom gained. 
Having myself penetrated the jungle-growths of 
the very remarkable Poetry of these volumes, it 
may be serviceable to shew what is to be met 
with there — not owl-hootings or discordant voices 
of ** satyrs, gnomes, chimroras dire ", not rank, 
colourless, scentless weeds ; but strains 



" musiciU as ia Apollo's lute " 

and fanci^a superb as any tropituil gtoiy of fluwcra. 
It haa been my good liap to earn thanks from 
those whose thimks are tlmnkworthy and truest 
praise, for the Essay on the Fi-BrcnEas ; and per- 
ohaocQ 03 tho necessity is equally urgent, so now 
tho acceptance may he as gratifying : at least my 
words may accomplish the office of ' iniirgeat-notos ' 
as described by our Poet himsolfin " Mustaphu'' 
(' Chorvs PrimTS '). 

" There, oa in morgenla of great volum' J booltas, 

Tho little notes, whereon the reader lookes. 

Oft aide tii> uaerpreuM meinorf, 

Tnto the author'! teaae where ho would bo : 

80 do trae coonwillon assiat good kio^ 

Al>d beipe their greatDCBBe on, viUi liltle Ibiaga." 

I have admitted that Lord Bbuoke was more 
mindful of sobstance than form : and I suspect it 
must also bo admitted that there was a proud 
nogUgoDco, a wilful intention in this. Later, 
Hs5Br More bravely if scornfully thus put it : 

"whattbou dott peditnticolly object 

Oonoaniog m^ rude, ruKged, utioautb atyU^ 



' Profiled to our odu. of the Woilw of Phiaoak 
FlotcfaiT: Vol. I. ppplii— cceli. 



£SSAT. IX. 

Ab <*>»n<ii«>i toy I manfully neglect. 

And at thy hidden tnarea do irUy $miU. 
How ill alaa ! with wisdome it accords 
To sell my living sense for livelesse words. 

My thought's the fittest measure of my tongue. 

Wherefore I'll use what's most significant, 

And rather then my inward meaning torong 

Or my fuU'thiniHg notion trimly tkantj 
I'll conjure up old words out of their grare. 
Or call fresh forrein force in if need crave.' ^ 

And again: 

*" Right well I wot, my rhymes seem rudely drest 
In the nice judgement of thy shallow mind. 
That mark'st expressions more then what's expresty 
Busily billing the rough outward rinde, 

But reaching not the pith. Such surface skill's 
Unmeet to measure the profounder skilL"^ 



** Thy groyeling mind and moping poreblind eye 

That to more up unmeet, this to see farre ; 

The worth or weaknesse never can descry 

Of my large-wingdd Muse. But not to spare 
Till thou can'st well disprove, proves welt enough 
Thou art rash and rude^ how ere my rhymes are rough."' 



» Poems : 1647 : Cupid's Conflict p 305. 
* Ibid: ad Paronem p 319. 
s Ihid^Z2Q. 



X. XSSAT. 



Hore lies the secret of such 'shallow' and 
* rash and nido ' mis-judgments of Lord Brooke, 
in common with Donne and Daties of Hereford, 
and IIknry More and others, such as Hallam's.* 



* I Am not forgetful of cortain humble merita of thu 
coinmon-plftco mind : thoro is dexterity of selection, large- 
Kxtking reading, and in History commendable industry 
in ft>)lowing up authorities. But I make bold to say that 
no onrt who has mado our early Literature his study can 
^il t^> discern the second-hand character of Hallam's 
qnotnttons and criticisms in Poetry. Bis judicial im- 
partiality is simply a caricature of ih^ judicial— frigid, 
WAagre. But while it is offensiye enough to hare rerdicts 
frnf^h as Hallam's resting on inadequate knowledge, it is still 
more m to hare dogmatic (mis) -judgments resting on 
nhf^olnte ifrnortaicc I name the Boston * Life of Sir PhiKp 
Sidney ' [ 1 862]— in various respects deserving praise- and 
thnt nff^rly nnreliaWe compilation -also from America— 
m]]f^l ** A OrifiVal Pictionaiy of English literttnre. and 
Bnti^b nw] Amerir«n Authors, Liringand Dcc«9«L fi«B 
fW FNirb>t A.-f'r>nnt?' t^> thr middlr of the Xinrtoenth 0«- 
•i>r Thirh f h-'m^nd Biofrnjnhirs and Lir«ary Xocicea. 
^,-.^ v..^t, It"^;.-*^ a: Snb^^^fs By ^ Austin AlhTwoit. 
»s»v.^^*^v:. f>J^ >v^'n^'^^' *' Thf fnnnfirfumxAi* 

^ > . . .-■:•».•• A^.*^ \ SvfniM . they wire of 
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ESSAY. XI 



He gives the measure of his own mcapacity and 
un-sympathetic nature in his miserable twaddle of 



still pointed nut as the spot where they walked together 
on summer mornings, and held the genial converse of 
kindred souls. The poems of Greville though quite cele- 
brated in their day, are now known only to the curious 
searchers into literature, their harsh and pedantic style 
being a cumbrous vehicle for lofty sentiment and ingenious 
imagery. They consist of two tragedies, and a hundred 
love sonnets, in one of which he addresses his mistress as 
" Fair Dog." p. 207)". It is plain on the face of it that 
the Writer never had seen either the folio of 1633, or the 
** Remains *' of 1670, for otherwise ho could not have 
so imperfectly described^ or so mis-characterized these 
poems. " Of Humane Learning*', ** of Fame and Hon- 
oar '* " of Warre ** and the whole of the " Poems of 
Monarchy " and " of Religion " are un-named as un- 
known : and the burning ** Caelica " is dwindled down from 
CX to " a hundred " sonnets. Comment is useless on the 
allusion to " Fair Dog." Allibone again, so enumerates 
the contents of the " squab folio " as ho calls it — really it 
is a thin and well-proportioned book — as also to shew that 
he never had seen it : and the " Remains " are described 
MB " Poems of Morality and Religion " instead of " Mon- 
archy". He blunders too as to "some of the smaller 
pieces** of the folio, having appeared previously "in 
England's Helicon ". There are no " smaller pieces " in 
the folio, and the compiler knows nothing of those that 
did appear in England's Helicon, &c., &c. In the face of 
this absolute unacqiiaintance with the Poems how shill 
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£tsAT. xm. 

prolonged meditatioii. I must regard it as an 
outrage on the mighty dead for your " Introduc- 
tions" to "Literature" to stop short at surface- 
hlemishes, and repeat in serene self-complacency 
the echo of an echo of traditionarv and second- 
hand criticisms. Style and lucidity have their 
own value : hut thinking is above style and 
sentence-making. It is of moment that your cup 
of water should be limpid and clear : but the 
' great Sea ' down to which * go great ships ', has 
of necessity depths that are not luminous to the 



So are my lines no tckit thy labour* t defter. 

My Boule sayes, Practiqae Theoxyes andexBtood, 

At once make readezs both more wise and good. 

TO THE PRYING. 

You outT'looke im, «r» you Uoke u$ ouer ; 

You looke u$ thorow^ ere you tkorow looke : 

You soart aloft ; ah ! tee but lately houer : 

' TU not a urimged bird, but leaued booke. 

My soole bids looke, not for what is not here : 

If it be not as it should, she would it were.*' 

I add, in passing, that the ** Practique Theories ** beddes 
the opening poem has no less than four ** GontempUitiTe 
Monodies'^ upon the ** Prediction, " ** Incarnation " 
** Passion" and ** Resurrection " of Christ, not known 
by any apparently, and yet very noticeable. 



XIY. ESSAT. 

first look or fathomable by a hasty dropping of 
the line. Similarly, your lilt of a song or your 
sonnet * to an eye-brow ' or the like, need not be 
dilitated with large ideas, must — to prove a 
success — be comprehended instantly : but great - 
thoughted Poetry, within which genius has enshri- 
ned itself, as its greatness reaches above the mere 
wording, so it claims reverent and persistent, 
sustained and earnest studv. Your snatch-and- 
run Reader, your miserable compiler of * Beauties ' 
is a mere chatteiing ape. More dense nonsense 
has been perpetrated in this our England on 
* stylo ' versus * thought * than on almost any 
kindred topic. The obscurity, the difficulty, the 
confusion, in ninety-nine cases out of a hundred 
belongs to the critic, not the criticised. The 
vaunted perspicacity ofton and often comes of the 
poverty of the substance. You dont put trans- 
parent ghiss into your Cathedral wiiiclow : you 
^vish it to vie with the rainbow or the flash 
of angelic wings — for feeling is predominant 
there over more seeing, as being under * the 
shidoto ' of the Almighty Presence. With all 
this I distinguisli between cloudiness of words 
and largeness of thoughts : just as Tm not to be 
eozened into pronouneing a street-puddle * deep * 
because the stirred mire renders it impossible to 
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see down into it. Not the eve in such case but 
the Imnd or rod must be the fathoxnor. 

Passing from negligence of form throuph first 
care for th oughts, it is noticeable that in another 
9ensc Lord Brooke paid too much regard to form. 
His Poem-Plays of ** Al-iham " and " Mcstapha" 
arc rigid in their adherence to clasjjical types : 
and surpassingly full as they arc of noble 
THoroiiT, they want the mobility, the stir, the 
glow, the naturalness of Shjlkespeare and his con- 
temporaries. I rcconl this the more readily, be- 
cause in the Life of Sydney, our Poet tells us ho 
intended the whole of his ** Ticatises" to take- 
their several places in his Poem-Plays. Theso 
are his words : ** The workes — as you see — are 
Tragedies with some Treatises annexed. The 
Treatises — to speako truly of them — were but 
intended to be for every act a chorus : and that 
not borne out of the present matter acted, yet 
being the largest subjects I could then think upon, 
and no such strangei-s to the scope of the Trage- 
dies, but that a favourable Header might easily 
find some consanguinitie between them : I prk- 

FKUUINO THIS OEXEIIALL SCOPE OF PKOFIT, BEFOKK 
THE 8ELF-RKPUTAC0X of BEIN'O AX EXACT ARTISAN 
IN THAT POETICALL MYSTKKY, COnccivcd that a 

perspective into vice, and the unprosperities of it, 



would prorc more acceptable to every gwod Rea- 
tk'r"« cutis." The sequel will he found of rare 
anto-biogmphic intcicat, and the modest diseorciy 
it "dcfonnities " ahc\ra caascioumess of defect 
in the mechmusai of the Terse. Alas ! that it 
aln t«IU at a Tragedy of " Aatonie and Cleopa- 
tn " that was " sacrifieed in the fire : the execu- 
tioBer iIk autltor lumHJf." 

Toil hare then ' geotle Reader," all of fault 
in tlbe Wntiii^ of Loan Bbookb that warrants 
ftUcgxticiiia of * olMcarity ' and ■ elliptical style ', 
and so Oik if you are not prepared to overcome 
these, if yoa are not prepared in bomility to sus- 
pect ynsr own hobiUde latfaer than fall in with 
siKh allegatHias, I bopo yoa won't be the owner 
uf tbejo i-o]nmo». ICy Vorthm are Worthies : 
but th^r mint httre ledJ-heuted atadents. EUa's, 
wiiUMtie RUa'a cadoate, OO^it to seonre that 
for Lonn Bkooxk, U BguaA all empty and ignorant 
Hen it is : 



■■ Ttm l«o Haf!«U(a of Lst4 Broofctv ptjnud wuaog fak 



l>iliti«al irwriiiB lluu plajr*. TMr Bulkoi 
eD«M««a h> wato If « ■ « !. Aarartw. and ininnat. «/rt 
bo IW upnaaun of Sulv das' 
lb i* >B sia* futa lUdiiiid taA 
Tsertw. far OB* of gnitadw mJ Swwns la tliis wiiter'* 
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estimate of the powers of the muid, the anderstand- 
ing most have held a most tyrannical pre-eminence. 
Whstheb wb look ncTO his plats or his most passioxatk 

LOTV-POEMS, WB SHALL FIXD ALL FROZEX AND MADE RIGID 

WITH DfTELLBCT. The finest movements of the human 
heart, the utmost grandeur of which the soul is capahle, 
are essentially comprised in the actions and speeches of 
Cxlica and Camena. Shakespeare, who seems to hare 
had a peculiar delight in contemplating womanly perfec- 
tion, whom for his many sweet images of female excel- 
lence all women are in an especial manner hound to lore, 
has not raised the ideal higher than Lord Brooke, in 
these two women, has done. But it requires a study 
equivalent to the learning of a new language to under- 
stand their meaning when they speak. It is indeed hard 
to hit : 

** Much like thy riddle Samson, in one day 
Or seven though one should musing sit." 

It is as if a being of pure intellect should take upon him 
to express the emotions of our sensitive natures. There 
would he all knowledge, but sympathetic expn^ssions 
would be wanting. 



»» 



Qaaint and quaintly put, but penetrative and true, 
eave in its incri table touch of exaggeration. 

More weighty and remarkable still, is the fact that 
the late Slr William Hamilton of Edinburgh — 
Scotland* 8 greatest recent Thinker in the highest 
region of thought — was never weary in pointing 
oat his originality, his marvellous condensation, 
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his reverent recognition of the law of the condi- 
tioned, his sparkling brilliance. All his students 
who treasure the Master's fire-side chats on those 
golden evenings of Collegcj-da^s, will bear me 
out in this ; and so again and again, I must 
remind one and all, that the Poetry of a man 
recognized as one of the foremost in England's 
grandest age is not to be lightly or daintily 
pushed aside, or glihl}' as frigidly pronounced 
* obscure ' and * elliptical ' at the bidding of 
IIallam or Campbkll. 

I proceed now to state and illustrate four 
characteristics of the Poetry of Lord Bkooke. 

I. The mass of his Thocgut. 

II. The wisdom and nohlemss of his Orixioxs. 

III. The vitality of his Counsels. 

IV. The realness of his Poetic Gift. 

I. The mass of his Tnouoar. There are so 
many following * we's * and so few original and 
originating * I' s' among us, that it /« something 
to come on a man who thinks-out for himself 
whatever he utters. Soutuky saw tliis in our 
AVorthy: for while he has designated him ** cer- 
tainly th(i most diiKcult of all our Poets " — 
forgetting IIknuy Mokk and the Mystics— ho 
likewise adds ** but no writer, wh(»thcr in prose 
or vers<^, in this or any other couutry, appears to 
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have reflected more deeply ••n moTitLto:!? <zj.*- 
jects.''* Our Index of SuLjecU in it* tti.-'it'-'JJ 
variety, in its breadth eombint-I witL attaiL it* 
compass in union with minuteness, mav l*c jK'ii.:e»l 
to in proof. The most euROiy re^aer — and Eu^h 
more the reflective — will be 5:iruek "with the 
many-sidedness of outlook and inl'X»k in trt-jy 
handling of a given theme. Tiitr Pot-ms oiMjn- 
archy with their un-promising subsi'liary litlo* of 
** The beginning of Monarchie ", of ** TLt- de:iinii- 
tion of Monarchie to Viok-nee "*, of •• Wcitk- 
minded Tvrants '' and the like, reallv * i::termeu Jlr' 
with the widest and mo?t urgent pr>bleiL*of 
human Government and Law, r»f state>inan?iiip 
and citizensihip, of Liberty and the * Miigna 
Charta' of individual rights: while woiktxi in 
with these are subtle openings-out of speculation 
concerning the relation oi man to the Supreme 
Will and the inter-relatiuns of personal deii<ioa 
and motives and everlasting destinies of wt al and 
woe. Your stupid ciitic mutters •metii;'hysical 
School ', and so there's an end on't — the verdict 
being * metaphysics ' is not for Poctr}-, stone-evc-d 
to the fact that within the domain of Metaphysics 
lies all loftiest thought, all noblest speculation, 



* British Poets : Chaucer to Jonson [1831] p 515. 
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all most opon-eyed in-look and up-look, all 
intensest emotion, all tendercst thrills of the 
spiritual. So that to exclude * Metaphysics ' 
from Poetry or Poetry from * Metaphysics ' were 
equivalent to caging the thunder-winged Eagle 
instead of letting him soar and out dare the effuU 
gence of the sun. Personally I hold the thing to 
be monstrous as foolish. Thought that is high and 
pure, that relates to anything God has made, or 
that man — his most august creation — has done, is 
of necessity spiritual and poetic : and so the rightful 
material of the * Maker ' — that grand name of old 
for the Poet. This was Lord Brooke's conception 
of the ' Mystery ' of his art : and I aflSrm that in 
the fulfilment of his ideal, his Poetry is pre- 
eminently characterised by its mass of thougiit. 
I like that interpretation of the ever-and-anon 
recurring * Selah * in the Psalms of the * Sweet- 
Singer,' which regards it as a pause afforded for 
silent meditation on what has so far been said, or 
sung, or played : and so rapid is the transition 
because of the opulence of his thouglits, from one 
idea to another that the best thing possible for the 
Header of Lord Brooke, desirous of full profit, were 
to make such a * Selah * as often as may be. I 
take almost at nmdom the opening of the ** Treatie 
of Humane Ix^aming:" 
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T:'>y 01 th- list. P--:- i-;p»rr"Cw-?:=^. iLi- ir.r.r.itc- 
vt'umir::!. the ■zrjjii-jir. :i-:- zu^zrii .t^n*: 'iT:?d2.T or 

to h'jriz'>a. o: ittaiE^ziTiit, tL-. •rx.'.lli^jr zi-jryoi 

iti'-fii- tL.r wi^iiors. ani y.^t tlv ij;- jr-inie, tiiir 
r*/*»ich i^'i Trt th.r li^iTitivL. ■-•: L-!:i-iZ. :'i.:"^:T, ire 
pr»-s*.-nCrti in tri^r*^ tsrj short *:j.!:zj^ with ;i 
"riTian*:-** ^iii'l n-vrL^orablvL.^^* :h^: ».;':>. 'I lent 
.'if •pr^prliitloG'? ;4ii'l viLxjiTiziD.^. -.j.:. : '. .•T--rr. XL*.- 
sViiA^jl oi the ••.ircle. li-ith l.v liz.-:: ii..i:roz.vi ' i^ 
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T«» liunibli* vs : othfi's, to oxi rri>o 

Our l«»iii' and pati»^n(M\ wlu^iiiii <lnty lit-*. 

I-.j«stly till- truth and ij<K)d to lono. and dcM» tlicnif 
'V\\v «'m>r, onely to dostroy and "^hunne it ; 
Our hearts in penorall will load vs to them, 
Whi'n jjifts of pi*nc(» and faith hauc once l>p«>nn it, 

For without th^so thi* niinde of man growt;s numbc. 

Tho IkmIv darkncsso, to the siiiLE a tomue. "' 

Your modrni book-inakor would have boat out 
the bullion of the Tuohjuts of these few lines 
into as many pages. What tnigiealness of hor- 
ror lies like a har of shadow across the stanza, in 
that metaphor of the ' body * of the man without 

* jrrace and faith ' as * to the soule a tombc ' ! 
You have in that a picture that miijht have been 
interwoven witli Dante's droadest conception : for 
tliere is called up a * soul* dead and putiid and the 

* IkhIv ' onlv its fair and false cothn — .ill the falser 
from some * jroMen lie' of an iu-^iiiilioa. ** Of 
Humane Learning '' is full of mhIi tbings. Ue- 
srrving other of the jmu m< for after-notice, I turn 
now to ** an imiuisition vj)on Faiiir and llonovr'* 
for a single quotation — mattcifull and suggestive : 

•* Withi'Ut his CM.d, man iliU' luu.^t ^\ander cuer, 
S«'»' m>>;tlc> in i»tli''rs, in liin.-i !!•• im b ini*-'* ; 



^ IStan/aa 47th to 1 i'Jlh. 
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Ill rniiiL's Good, and 111 crccteth ncuer, 
Like <lro wiling torrents not transporting streames : 
'Vho vanity from nothing hath her being, 
An«l makes that essence good, by disagreeing. 

Yet from these grounds, if fame wc€ ouerthrow, 

We lose man*8 eccho, both of wrong and right; 

licnue good and ill, indiflforent here below ; 

For humane darknesse, lacking humane light 
Will easily cancell Nature's feare of shame : 
Which workes but by intelligence of Fame. 

And cancell this before Qod*s truth be knowne, 

Or knowne, but not beleevdd and obeyed ; 

What seeming good rests in us of our owne ? 

Uow is Corruption horn oorrupting staid ? 
The chaine of vertuos, which the flesh doth boast. 
Being since our fall, but names of natures lost. 

In humane commerce then, let Fameromaine, intercourse 

An outward mirrour of the inward minde : 

That what man yeelds he may receiue againe, 

And his ill doing by ill hearing finde : 
For then, though power erre, though lawes be lame, 
And conscience dead, yet ill auoyds not shame. "^ 

Compare the substantiveness of even these few 
quotations with for example the thin, washy, 
merely attuned nothings of Thomas Moore — save 
in a few of his songs — and of Samuel Rogers and 



Stanzas 25th to 28th. 
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— excluding his lyrics — Thomas Campbell, and 
what 1 mean by the mass of Thought will be 
felt. Except our great Wordsworth and our 
living Robert Browning — for Tennyson is only 
exceptionally thoughtful — I know few compar- 
able with Lord Brooke in the quantity of pure 
Thought. The thinking has the deepened attrac- 
tion of having been the exchange of Fulke 
Gkeville and Philip Sidney : and so an amal- 
gam of both, albeit the extant Books of Sidney 
reveal no such potentiality as was possessed by his 
friend. I must leave this thing of the mass of 
Thought to be carried on by my Readers. 

II. The wisdom and nobleness of his Opinions. 
To a certain extent it holds of many relatively 
inferior natures that they are restless Thinkers on 
any and every subject, to the uttermost. Your 
veriest ** fools rush in where angels fear to 
tread.'* The Spider is as industrious as the Bee. 
Molly sweeps the * web * away : but lo ! the 
web is scarcelv lowered until the creature is at 
its dirty work agaiii, swinging in * kings palaces * 
from cedared ceilings, touched of gold. Similarly, 
there are speculative Thinkera who shew a 
morbid activity, an endless fecundity of resultless 
thouglit, if thought^ — in the deep meaning — it 
may be called. I intended to murk oft' the char- 
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actcr of Lord Brookk's Thought by first of all 
prefixing the wonl * mass \ That at once re- 
moves it from the comparison with your * drawer 
of empty buckets out of empty wells', your vol- 
uble, fluent nuisance, ready to pronounce on 
every Fact or Opinion that can be started. I 
further mark off the distinction by these words, 
the * wisdom ' and ' nobleness ' of his Opinions. 
There is a transparent Christianliness, a beautiful 
and pure morale as an aroma over the whole Tu ought 
of our Worthy, that is unutterably winning. Ilis 
Opinions are no mere formulated dogmata : but 
rest on the profoundest sentiment, evidence them- 
selves to have been the elements of his own indi- 
vidual life. Thus like the definite yet soft, the 
monotoned yet tender sound of Church-bells " in 
the stilly night *' or the breaking dawn, you have 
rung out I suppose a score, perchance a hundred 
times, his fast-held Opinion, that the truest 
GREATNESS must spring from goodness. I bring 
together a few that I have pencil-marked in read- 
ing — eleven in all : 

(1) ** Eu'n 80, in thoso corruptod moulds of Art, 
Which while thoy doe conforme, nrforine vs not ; 
If all the false infections they imp^irt 
Be shadowed thuij, thus formally be wrought ; 
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Though what works ooodnesse onely make mex 

WISE 

Yet Power thus masked may finely tyrannize.*** 

(2) " Now, if this wisedomo onoly can be found 
By seeking God, euen in the faith Ue gpues ; 

If Earth, heauen, sea, starres, creatures bo the bound, 
Wherein reueal'd His power, and wisdome, Hues ; 
If time obedience be the way to this, 

And OXELY WHO OKOWES BETTER, WISER IS. 

Then let not curious silly flesh conceive 
It selfe more rich *'.* 

(3) ** For onely that man vnderstands indeed. 
And well remembers, which he well can doe ; 

ThB LaWES LIUE ONELT where THE LAW DOTH RREFD 
OnEDIENCE TO THE W0RKE8 IT 1UNDB8 V8 TO : 

And us the life of Wisdome hath exprest ; 
If this you know, then doe it, and be blost '*• 

(4) •' Thus rose all States, thus i^ow they, thus they fall, 
From good to ill, and so from ill to worse ; 

Time for her due vicissitudes doth call, 

EiTor still carryini? in itself her curse ; 
Yet let this light out of these clouds break forth. 
That Pow'r hath no long heixo hut in worth."* 



* "Of Humane Ijeaming'*, st. 126. 

* Ihid, St. 138—139. 
3 Ibid, St. 140. 

* •♦ Of Weak-minded Tymnts ", st. 105. 



-" above nil, such actions n» mny bring 
Hh fnith )□ ilunbU a strung princi: Diust i.'Bchew, 
BortiiiBe it doth poacera a. boundlcM king 
To kc«p his vrorcla nnU contnutti, atodily. true : 

Cin grants ontire, graesii not iinclcrmiii'd : 

li) " For haviHKVCT to Iha portia] throDU 
Of mighty Pow'r, the acta of rat'TBLEss wit 
Maj cnmat go, like bnuMe, amoDgat their o<ra ; 
Yvt irhcD the world aliaU come to judge of it, 

(7) ''That fortimp •till moat bo with ill nuiintnineJ, 
Which Bt the first with any ill ia gained."* 

(M.) " Uankindo is both the fotme 

Anil matter, wherewith Tfranmcs tmuforme: 
For Power caa noithor am), woritu or dcuiae, 
Withant the people's hooda, hiarts, wit and eyes : 
So that wore man not by hiniBolfr opprest, 
Kiiigt unndd net, Ij/raiilt foulif nol maAi Aim iratl "* 

(0.) " Woo worth each false preposl«ou» way. 

Which piomiaoth good lueke to ouill decda.''' 

[lO.j "The little mudc that wcarctb out the day. 
To gather Qowib, still oouetoui of more, 

' Of SltongTyrBnta" i 
> HusUpho, Act 2, sceni 
* tUd, Act o, Booae 4. 
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At night when sho with her desire would play, 
And let her pleasure wanton in her store, 
Discemes the first laid vndernea,th the last, 
Withcr'd ; and so is all that we hauo past : 
Fixe then on good desire."* 

Finally : and giving the original, though deeper, 
of Pope's famous and much debated sentiment, 

" He can't be wrong whose Hfe is in the right, " 

(11.) . ..." in this strife, this natural remorse 

If we could bend the force of pow'r and wit 
To work upon the heart, and make divorce 
There from the evil which perverteth it : 

In judgement of the truth we should not doubt 
Good life would find a good kblioion out."* 

Such is the thread of gold that runs through the 
whole weft and woof of Loud Brooke's Opinions — 
to be good is to be noble, to be false is to be base, 
to win by deceit ever a costly success. He never 
wearies of avowing these sentiments. You come 
upon them as unlooked-for-ly as on a bank of 
hyacinths in a sandy down — lying like a bit of 
celestial azure there. In ** Trcatio " and '* Poem- 
Play", in ** Love-sonnets " and weightiest argu- 
ment, they are ever appearing. It is a fine thing 

1 " Caslicu " xcv. 2 i* of Keligion ", st. 16. 
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Koveals his patient's daugeroiLs condition : 
And Htniight abandons what he cannot oa8«^ 

Unto the ghostly physick of a Might 

Above all second causes, infinite. 

So, many grave and great men of estate 

In such despaired times retire away, 

And yield the stem of government to Fate, 

Foreseeing her remediless dcKiay ; 

Loath in confused torrents of oppression 
To perish as if guDty of tninsgression.**' 

Manly indijniation against high-seated, even 
throned Wrong-doing flames out, as thus : 

" neither makers now, nor members held 

Men are, b'lt blanks, where Pow'r doth write her lust ; 
A 8priteh»88 mass, which — for it cannot weld 
It Si»lf— at others' pleasure languish must ; 
Rt'mh'f to itttjTtr^ and Ut I*oir*r do all' 
Weakness ix men, in children xatuhal."' 

^Unv ]>assionate under all its cpiietness is this : 

** those ftdse un^unds make Pow'r conceive 

l\»vorty to be the l>t»st end of subjwtion : 

\.k\ him, to jmlgt^ how much theso mists deceive 

Fii'st put himsolf in Povertio's pi\»ttvtion, addition. 

' "i\*utiv»n!« against those weak oxtroinitit^ ", stanza 
107— I OS. 

• " Utvltuiitiou \»f Mouuivh\ ". >t^ua .».»tli. 



And he ilinU find nil wi>edoiii« Uuit nipjirn^ 
Still by mitifuniiiiig, mnko their own forma Inss. 

For evDry opon heart knowx lidlca be 
The wfuBt gngoa to kocp men in pmcv, 
WUiWL" nBturee oiiinut itffll in miliary, 
Ko noro then floah oiui, till her angaish cease ' 



Yet W03 our sharp- wcoponed amitcr of FalsoncBs 
uD<I Baaeni'ss a truo putriut. He loved his 
("ountry with bigh-aouleil devotion. "With wbat 
modest yet resolute, cidm and preparod concious- 
uess that attack would demand bia sword, nnd life 
if need wore, does he look on his own Englimd — 
the lust line Bounding out liko Iho blast of ii 
war-trumpet : 

"Kaglund, this litt'e yet mucb-pnvj'd isle 
— By spreading fome and power many ways — 
Admit the world at her Ijuiid-coiiqaeats smile. 
Yet is her groutaess rerereac'd by snu ; 
The ofoan being to her both a wall 
Aod engine to AVkNOB Bim wiu>hos wiritUL."' 

These may suffice for the wisdom nnd nobleness 



'< /ill/, stanza 111 th. 
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of Opinion in this Poetry. It were easy to 
multiply evidence on hnndrctl-fold. 

m. The titalUy of hi4 Counsels. By being 
* wise ' and * noble ' there is prima /arte reason to 
expect that permanence of ralue which I take to 
be a prominent characteristic of Lokd Brooke's 
Poetry. Still, there have been * wise ' and * noble ' 
things done, and 'wise' and * noble' words 
spoken, that were fleeting as their occasion— did 
their work and so ended, either as the bee stinging 
the offender at the cost of its own life, or like the 
bird, singing its God-given lilt and disappearing 
from all memorv. With our Worthy it is 
different : he touched on the central forces of 
human nature* on the abiding problems of human 
life and destiny, on the hereditary perple3dties of 
human society, on the I>i^*inely -human and hu- 
manly-divine * laws ' of hum;m welfare as of 
human n^ponsibility. lloni^e his CorxsELs have 
living application as at dr^t, to pn^sont ct>nditions. 
For instance, it is the scandal of Euirlund to this 
hour, that her laws in their administration and 
diH^isious should be ><> lar^ Iv unknnvn to those 
who an^ subject to thciu. that kiivnvK\lce of them 
should Iv Si» v\>stly, and that a givvu appe-al to a 
giviu tribuiuil >houUl W <<• uuv'i.rtai:i and the inci- 
diUce of the veivli^t so uuoiual, that pra^ticiilly it is 
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a terror to any honest man to have to resort to Law 
for his own. I glean a few of our Poet's utter- 
ances on these things, and remembering the date 
and the circumstances under which they were 
rendered, I regard them as very remarkable. I 
have given a heading to each : 

(1) Law's Technicalities, 

"as when liturgies are published 

In forrain tongues, and poor souls forc*t to pray. 
The tongue is trusted without heart or head 
To tcrll the Lord they know not what to say ; 
But only that this priest* obedience, 
Twixt grace and reason, damns th* intelligence. 

So when our Law, the beams of life and light, 

1 'nder a cloud or bushel shall bum out, 

The forrain accent m which are ittjinite, 

Obvcurifig fence and multiplying doubt ; 
Wo blinded in our ways by this eclipse 
Must needs apologize for many slips." ^ 

(2) Law's uncertainty. 

** Again, Laws ordered must be, and sot down 
So cUerly as each man may understand 
Wherein for hinu, and whereon for the crown, 
Their rigor or equality doth stand; 

» "Of Laws", stanza 200— 2C7th. 
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JFhr rocks not. seamarka ehe they prove to be^ 

Fearful to mon, no friends to tyranny.'" Goverument. 

(3) Laws delay H. 

" Aguin, the len;^th and strange variety 

Of processes and trials, princes must 

Reform ; for whether their excesses bo 

Founded upon iuiges or pleaders lust, 
The eflfoct of either ever proveth one 
Unto the humble subjects, overthrown/** 

(4) Laiv abused. 

*' Pow'r then, stretch no grounds for grace, spleen or 

gain, 
But leave the subject to the subject's law ; 
Since equals over equals glad to reign. 
Will by advantage more advantage draw : 

For thronC'examples are but seld)m lost^ 

And follow* d ever at the publick cost** ^ 

(6) Laws for Parliament, 

....** above all these, t\Tant4j must have care 

To cherish these assemblies of Estate 

Which in great monarchies true glasses are, 

To shew men's grief, excesses to abate. 

Brave moulds for laws — a medium that in one 
Joyns with content a people to the throne."* 



> Ibid, sUin/a 273rd. - Ibid, stanza 'iTSth 

3 Ibid stanza 2S2nd. * Ibid, stanza 288th. 
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,6) Law* 9 craft retributive. 

" People like sheep and streams go all one way, 
Bounde*! ^rith conscience, names, and liberty ; 
All oilier arts enhance, do not allay 
The l\o:nllong passions they are govcm'd by : 

Craft toacheth craft, practice goes not alone, 
Dut ecchocs self-wit back upon a tbrono.*** 

^7^ Law supreme f not personal Will. 

,...*' "WTien princes most do need their own, 

People do spy false lights of Liberty ; 

Taxed there Tanisht, impositions gone ; 

Yet doth the parlaxental suBiiiDT 

lioli<.'Te kings wants at homo with people's wealth. 
And shews the world that both bitatcs are in 
health"* 

(S) Law in * use and wont \ 

'* ^lore tenderly of force ought thrones to deal 
With those, where men prescribe by right or use : 
For common liking must to common weal 
Be wonne, or man his profit will refuse. 
And turn his waxen mettal into steel. 
Which harming others, self-harm cannot feel."' 

(0) Xetc Judges. 

** Hence thefM new iudges made, sometimes adhere 
Unto the plain words, sometimes sence of Law, 

* Ibid, stanza 293rd. » Ibid, stanza 302n(L 

3 Jbid, stanza 49Cth. 
e 



Then 'bind it to the mabeni of thoir chAir. 

And now the who]'> tout into one part draw ; 

So that from home who shnll but four yean b« 
Will think laws trsTell'd have aawoll as he,"' 

Equally free-apoken and equally brave, are bis 
CuiTXBeLs to Rulers ' on tbe throne '. Here also 
I bring together a few of his ' winged words ' : 

(1) Tht Uonarck nutt rult ai writ u nign. 

" TInd«T which clouds, whilo Tow'r would ihaiiow alath 
Add nuke Ihu crown a specious hive for dronea, 
UnactirenesB Suds bootd, and raine both : 
Virv and misfortune seldom go alone, 

Fow'r loonng it self by diitait of pain, painitakiuf 
Since they that Ubor will be Boreto rai^."' 

(SJ Tht Monanh mutt i* in food rrpili. 

" ai tyrrmta ore eclipa'd by this. 

So falls the (cepter when it bankru|]t gmtn 
In Munmon bDl'>— which Nature's tmmpet it : 



For Itoputatioo, ury tfaongh it be, 
Tful is tlio beauty of Authority."' 

(S) n* Uontrth nuHt Mf bt nfrtid of liteHy. 

" Freodom of (vooch oi.'chors the people's trust ; 
That orodit never duUi thn sovcrait^ hum ; 

■ "Of Laws",sUnnia78th. 

* " Of venk-mindnl tyrants ", itania VSrd. 

■ "Of itruiig tyrmnta " stania lAStb. 



ESSAT. XXXIX. 

Kings win the people bj the people must. 
Wherein the scepter is the chiefest charme ; 

PeopUy like infanU^joy in little things ; 

Which ever draws their councels under kings.*' ^ 

(4) Tlie Monarch d^tendent on hie people. 

*' And what expect men for their lives and goods, 
But some poor feathers out of their own wings P 
Pardons — I mean — from those law-catching moods, 
Which they before had begged of their kinjfs : 

Let them speak freely, then they freely pay ; 

Each nature hath some kind of sabbath-day."' 

(5) The monarch must not be a mere pleaeure-seeker. 

** States grow old, when princes tume away 

From honour, to take pleasure for their end ; 
For that a large is, this a narrow way, 
That winnes a world, and this a few darke friends ; 
The one improuing worthinesse spreads farre, 
Ynder the other, good things prisoners are.'*' 

(6) The Monarch must not rule by pomp, 

** I saw those glorious stiles of gouemmont, 
God, lawes, religion — wherein tyrants hide 
The wrongs they doe, and all the woes we bide — 
Wounded, prophan'd, destroy *d. Fower is unwise, 
That thinkes in pompe to maske her tyrannies."* 

1 ** Of Lawes ", stanza 299th. > Ibid, stanza 301st. 

> *' Cflslica **, di. stanza 4th. 

* ** Alaham '*, Act t.. scene second* 
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Parallel with tliesc Counsels, which, without 
listening to miserable gossip, only watching the 
sorrowful departure from the pure and high ex- 
ample set by his departed father and living mother 
— whom God long spare and bless— one can*t help 
wishing England's heir-apparent would * mark . 

and inwardly digest * ere it be too 

late : are those to Church-autuobities, with, if 
possible, a loftier strain, as here : 

(1) Priest ism. 

** Which errors — like the hectick feavcra— b© 
Easie to cure, while they are hard to know ; 
But when they once obtain supremacy, 
Then easily seen, but hard to overthrow : 

So that where Pow'r prevents not that excess, 
Miters grow great by making scepters less."* 

(2) God alone supreme. 

** Mild people therefore honour you your king, 
Reverence your priests ; but never under one 
Frail creature both your soul and body bring, 
But keep the better part to God alone ; 
The soul His image is, and only lie 
Knows what it is, and what it ought to be.' ' 

(3) Ftdpit'teaching. 

"Much less ought puljiit -doctrine, stiU'd above, 



* " Declination of Monarchy, stanza G2nd. 
» " Of Church '*. stanza 209th. 
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IThorough cathedral chairs or scepter might, 
^ort, or beyond th* Almi^htie's tenure move, 
Varying her shape, as humors rary light ; 

Ijest when men see God shrin'd in humour's law, 
Thrones Jind the immortal ehan^d to mortal awe. 

And to descend from visions of the best, 
Both place and person from her shadows must Law. 
Be so upheld, as all may subject rest 
To Pow'r supream, not absolute in trust : 
So to raise fees beyond reward or merit : 
As if they might both taxe and disinherit."^ 

(4) The Life, to come up to the preaching. 

*• Trust not this miter which forgivcth none, The Pope 
But damns all souls that be not of her creeds, 
flakes all saints idols, to adorn her throne, 
And reaps vast wealth from Superstition's seeds : 
For must not she with wet or burnt wings fall 
Which soars above Him that created all ? 

*' Suffer not men of this divine profession. 
Which should bb great within, religious, true ; 
As* heralds sent by God to work progression 
From sin to grace, and make the old man new ; 
Ijbi them not with the World's moralities. 
Think to hold up their doctrine with the wise : 

Let them not fall into the common moulds 
Of frail humanity, which scandal give ; 



» "Of Laws", stanzas 313— 314 
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From God they must take notice what they should ; 
Mek watch not what they speak, but how thet 

LIVE : 

Malice soon pierceth Pomp's mortality, 
The sin derides her own hypocrisie.*'* 

(6) Begeneration of Ood not of Priests or Parsons. 

*' though the World and man can neuer frame 

These outward moulds to cast God*s chosen in ; 

Nor oiuE His Spirit where thby oiue his name; 

That power being neuer granted to the sinne : a sinner. 
Yet in the World those orders prosper best 
Which from the Word, in seeming, yarie least **.' 

(6) In the world but not cf it, 

"in the World, not of it, since they be ; 

Like passengers, their end^ must be to take 

Onely those blessings of mortality. 

Which He that made all, fashion'd for their sake : 
Not fixing loue, hope, sorrow, care or feare. 
On mortal blofcsoms, which must dye to beare."* 

(7) The Church's armour, 

** The Churche's proper arras be tears and prayers, 
Peter' f true keys to open Plarth and sky ; 
WTiich if the priest out of his pride's despair 



» *' Of Wars, '" stanzas 6G2— 563. 

* *' Of humane learning, " stanza 87th. 

* J hid, stanza 130lh. 
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Will into Tybrifl cast and Paul's sword trj' ; 
God*8 Sacred Word he therein doth abandon^ 
And runs with fleshly confidence at random.*'^ 

Personally a truly Christian man, Lobd I^BooKife 
-with the widest charity for difference of opinion — 
holding as he has memorably put it that your 
priest-theologian 

. • . '* binds man unto words, [while] God binds to 

THINOS." 

he nevertheless held fast to the supreme necessity 
of fetching down into our transitory life, the great, 
strong, pure, sanctifying life that comes from Him 
Who is the Life of Man. Anything less than that 
as anything more or anything else, he could not 
rest satisfied with. His whole noble nature re- 
volted at the priest-craft that 

** Works immortal things to mortal ends." 

but give him a soul * shewing forth * the life of 
God in " walk aad conversation " and there was 
to him a bbotbeb. It were to fill page on page 
to exemplify this. I must content myself with a 
few choice bits — fragmentary by the necessities of 



» " Oi Church*, sUnza 208th. 
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our limits, but touching on the whole circle, from 
centre to circumference, of life and doctrine, and 
pathetically lowly in the presence of the unseen 
and presently unknowable : 

(1) Weak yet omm'potetit. 

^ God is their~8tiength, in Him His arc not weak, 
That Spirit divino which life, pow'r, wisodomc is, 
Works in these new>bom babes a life to speak. 
Things which the world still understands amiss : 
The lye hath many tongues, Truth only one, 
And who sees blindness, till the sun be gone F"^ 

(2) The Church invisible not limited to the visible, 

"for ourselves which of that Church would be 

Which — though invisible — yet was, is, shall 
For ever be the State and treasurie 
Of God*s elect, which cannot from Him fall : 
Arks now we look for none, nor signes to part 
Aegypt from Israel ; all rests in the heart.*'' 

(3) Maiks greatness. 

" Questions again which in our hearts arise 
— Since loving knowledge, not humility — 
Though they be curious, godlc-ss, and un\('ise. 
Yet prove our nature feels a Deity ; 



» " Of Religion " stanza 65th. 
' Ibid^ stanza !}5th. 
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For if these strifes rose out of other grounds, 
Men were to God, as deafiiess is to sounds.'* ^ 

(4^ Human knowledge conditiotud. 

*' Besides their Schoolemens* sleepy speculatiun, 

* Dreaming to comprehend the Deity 

* In humane Reason's finite eleuation. 
Wliile they make Sense seat of Eternity, 

Must bury Faith, whose proper ohiects are 
God*8 mysteries : aboue our Beaton farre."' 

(•3) Faith not Reaton. 

** not ouerbind our state's 

In i«earching secrets of the Deity, 
Obscurities of Nature, casualties of fates ; 
But measure first our own humanity, 
Then on our gifts impose an equall rate. 
And so seeke wisedome with sobriety ; 

* Not curious what our fellowes oujrht to d<K.*, 

* But what our own creation binds vd to.*'^ 

(6) Ftar, 

. . . . " Fear, whose motion still it s<-lf improvts 
Hopes not for grace, but prays to shun the i-«^ ; 
Xot to do ill more then do well it luvc-s : 
Fa.s>iions God unto man, not man to God : 
And to that Deity, gives al Without, 
Oi which within it lives and dies in doubt." ^ 

> " Of Religion **, st. 9th. 

* " Of Humane Learning ", st. 82nd. 
^ ** Of Humane Learning *', st. 46th. 

* " Of Religion ", st. 23nL 
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(7) Character best evidence of Electicn, 

*' Then, till thou find this heavenly change in thee. 

Of pride to meekness ; atheisme to zeal ; 

Lnst to continence ; anger to charity ; 

Thou feel'st of thy election no true seal ; 

But knowledge only, that poor infancy 

Of this new creature, which must thence appeal 
Unto the Father for obedience^ 
Judging his hopes or condemnation thence.*'^ 

(8) Opinion not Religion. 

Then man, learn by thy fall, to judge of neither ; 
Our floah cannot this spirit comprehend ; 
Death and new-birlh in us must joyn together, 
Before our nature where it was ascend : 

WUEILB MAN PaESUMES ON MOKE THAN HB OBBT8, 

There, straight Religion to opinion strays."' 

(8) The BibU, 

*' This Sacred Word is that eternal glass, 

Where all meH*s sottU behold the face they bring ; 

Each sees as much as Life hath brought to pass ; 

The letter can shew life no other thing : 
The heart's gi-aco works to know what they obey, 
All else prophane God, and the World betray."' 

I do Dot know that it were to descend, to pass now 
to similar Counsels on ** Commekce'*, "Peacb**, 



> " Of Religion" st. 44th. » Ibid, st. 60th. 

' Ibidy St. 58th. 
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** War£s " : for Time is as sacred as Eternity if it 
be held of God and lived out for God, by being 
•'diligent in bushcess and fervent in spirit." 
^Nevertheless, I must withhold, from the very 
fullness and wealth of sound Advice and sug- 
gested Legislation. The late Kichaild Cobdex 
equally with John Bkioht, possibly never read a 
line of Lord B&ookb. Yet a very hasty perusal 
will serve to reveal the seeds of which the present 
generation are reaping the Harvest in benignant 
and beneficent abolitions of old unrighteous laws.^ 

I must ask the reader who would get at the seer- 
like statesmanship and so vitality of I«ord Brooke's 
Counsels, with all earnestness to turn to and re- 
turn on the ** Poems of Monarchy" and **of 
Humane Learning ". You may not agree with 
every opinion : but you will be quickened to think. 

Very noticeable is his condemnation of * duels ' 
on the one hand and of * money-fines ' for crimes 
on the other. These must be quoted. 

1. DueU, 

•* that brutish ostentation 

Of private eouraffe, which sets life and soul 
Kot only at a trivial valuation. 



1 See *« Of Uomane Learning ", st 374, 388, 396, 403. 
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But lifta a subject farre above his mil, 
Into the princely orb of making laws : 
As judge and party in his private cause. 

Which confident assumings, if they be 
Suffi-cd, do much allay the soveraign nght, 
Since all the moulds of fame and infamy, 
l*ow'r of man*8 life and death, be acts of Mi^ht, 

And must be form'd by Majesty alone ; 

As royalties inherent to a throne. "» 

2. Money'^nes, 

*' Such laws in Poland set so casie ratos 

On mean men's lives, rate great men's lives so high, 

As they may murther all inferior states, 

Yet subject lo no other justice be, 

Then— <M /or dogs — a tenceleat money -Jine^ 

As IF MEN W£BK KOT IMAGES DIVINE. *>' 

More remarkable still, demands like these for 
unrestricted Trade : 

** Whose misteries, though tearm'd mechanical, 
Ybt Feed Power's triumph, nurse necessity 
By venting, changing, raising, letting fall. 
Framing works both for use and vanity 

In mutual trafiick, which, tchile marts stand fair 
Makj£ Nature's wealth as free as is her air.**' 



1 »M)f Nobility" wt. 356-3.57. * Ibid, st. 342. 

3 •' Of Cuminerco '*, st. 370. 
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Asnin : 



o' 



** Of real things must they careful bo 

Ilt^re and abroad to keep them custome free : 
Pkoviding food and wealth ko burthen beab."^ 

Once more : 

** ITio stranger's ships not banisht, nor their ware, 
WTiich double custome brings, and gages are. 

No MOKOrOLTKS SUFFERED IN THE LAND, 

All interpoling practices withstood, 
In merchant-lawcs ....**' 

FinaUy : this is outspoken enough even for this 
day, on the waste of ambassadorial offices : 

" that most idle and unmeasured charge 

Of leager agents sent to take a brit»f, 
How forrain princes alter or enlarge 

Alliance, councels, undertakings, trade ; 

Provisions to defend, or to invade."^ 

I have next to ask attention to a considerable 
number of sententious, terse, thought-packed, 
VITAL aphorisms that are not in use now simply 
Ixjcauee in their frivolous and hurrying ignorance 
men know not the treasures of our early Literature. 



» Ibid,»t. 396—397. ^ Jlfiff, st. 402—403. 

' ** Of Crown Revenue", st. 453 ; and see onward. 



I (iml in numbering them that they a m u mil to £fhr 
ima \u u\\. Without the slightest effort I eonld 
hriliK ^^vo ilnU'M or tenfold as many mofie, of the 
NiiiKM Wi^ight und point. I hope some of them wiR 
(littphMH) Hoino of the haekneyed nothings of osr 
pMlili(« Hpeukciri. For the headings given throngii- 
(M(ti 1 uloiid um roHponsible, as hefore. I d0ii''t 
Htl((iMpt ohiMHiHcution, even as I don't go ont-c^- 
(hi« wwy Tor tlie«e, but have simply jotted down 
nM^'h uti Miont readily presented themselves : 

I { ) iitw nimn of »ome men of science. 

" IS* lunki* »»Moh Holimc« rathor hard than great."* 

[^\ iSihUc opinion. 

*^ TluMiu^M lutiug utiXMig btK^HUMo mou think them so."' 

\'A\ Jk'H)Htti»m. 

**Uhtw (\>UiUy MHiiiifiili iiUo, imperious, 
|i>.«|iU(iu( (wMU mul turning T^tw to Will ; 
\t<k(>l||t> MU( Um>vivtut to liir\i ovor us.*'' 

\\) thu^ \ wit. 

I V uuuki I " 'i'^^i'U N^ it !• ftnAHs thf» old iimn's force is wit."* 



^ **tU tluiuuuu lavuuiiiK" Mi. 35. 

* " l»vv Im^tioii ot Mv.umvhy *\ st. 66. 

* -MM W v.ik umuUt rMuntii*'. »t. 100. 

* -MM Htu'Ug r>uua«". Hi. 103. 



t« 
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(5) Persecution. 

" For what with Force God's true Religion spreads 
/# by her shadow Superstition known.**^ 

(6) Priest-greed. 

. . . . " ])ricst8 who cherish for their pride and gain 
Those sins the very heathen did restrain.'*' 

(7) Religion is pure and from Above. 

" Religion stands not in corrupted things : 
Yertues that descend have heavenly wings.**^ 

(8) Retribution. 

" Fruit of our boughs, whence Heaven maketh rods.*'* 

(9) Shining shews Night. 
Which glow-worme-like, by shining, show 'tis night."* 



(10) '* Tis distance lends enchantment to the view* 

Campbell. 
" The further off, the greater beauty showing 
Lo0t only, or made lesse by perfect knowing "^ 

and 

[Men] " oft adore most what they least do know, 
Like specious things which far off fairest shew."'' 



» " Of Church ', st. 203 : I have transposed * what '. 
» "Of Wars", St. 663. » " Of Religion", st. 29. 

* Caelica : sonnet 62. * Ibid, sonnet 79. 

• Jlfid, sonnet 97. ^ '* Of Peace ", st. 614. 
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(11) God** Coming. 

" For God comes not till man be oucrtbrowne : 
Peace is tbe seed of grace in dead flesb sowne."* 

(12) Fortune and Misfortune. 

** Wbat is Fortune but a watry glasse 
Whoso chrystall forehead wants a steely backe ? 
Where raine and stormcs beare all away that was, 
Whose sliip alike both depths and shallowes wracke.**' 

(13) Spurious Martyrdom, 

"In Pride's vainglorious martyrdome shall bume.**' 

(14) Dignities don*t altvays make dignijied. 
"Grand estates inlarge not little hearts.*'* 

(15) Weak Kings. 

** With kings not strong in vertue, nor in vice 
I know Truth was like pillars built on ice.*'* 

(10) Shame is partial. 

" Tlioy over prosper whom the World doth blame ; 
Shame hccs not climbing vp, but falling downe.*** 

( 1 7) Divine delays. 

" Yet foarc thy solfo if Fame thou docst not fcare, 
Rcuenge falls h«'auic when God doth forbeare."' 

' "Cffilica'', sonnet 97. - 7^»V/, 106. 

3 " Alahara " ; PiX)logus. * *' Alaham" : Act 1., sc. 1. 

* JOid. « Ibid. ^ Ibid, 
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(18) Temale-hatred. 

** A woman*8 hate is ever dipt in blood, 
And doth exilo all counsells that be good."^ 

(19) God still remains. 

" While Gt)d is, it is basenesse to despaire : 
For Right more credit hath than Power there. 



»'» 



(20) Opinion, 

** The glasse of Horror is not fact but Feare : 
Opinion is a tyrant enery where".* 

(21) Jot/. 

•* True loy is only Hope put out of feare."* 

(22) Posthumous Fame. 

• Graves be the thrones of Kings when they be dead.*** 

(23) Scars. 

" Wounds that are heal'd for euor leave a scarre." • 

(24) Masks. 

•* To maske your vice in pompcs is vainly done : 
Motes be not hidden in beames of a sunne."^ 

(26) Old age. 

.,....** though his power be on my old age built 
Tet that, as slow to mine, he dislikes."^ 

^ Ihid^ Act 1., scene 2. ^ Ibid^ Act 2, sc. 2. 

» IM, Act 3, sc. 3, * Ibid. 

* Ibidf Act 4, sc. 3. * Ibid, Chorus Quartus. 

' Ibid. » " Mustapha" : Act I, sc. 2. 

d 



^^ r'te 2:fitii^ SiUi = TMit "tfid heir. 

.iU^ iisvi :iLeir ^y>*i "33 sit;ir sanxui nana^ tome.' ^ 

. ^ >«'it^r* wvjttii Ami viaviiuim* iunertisBe be 
v.'*iHtf\aw» sTttauc^ jr mint! .-inm'C <fncer tben.''^ 

"* W'^jjt in . .T-ywrne^-amscsL awn. osanct diaeeme 
ll»«i it'VAr^vv ^QftfT itfr x*^itnir3i:; amztzEnsi eame.**' 






KSSAT. It. 

(•53) Mitijudged. 

*' Vertue to the world by Fortune knowne 
Is oft mUjudijd because she's ouerthrowne* *^ 

(34) lU-gain, 

* That fortune still must be with ill maintained 
Which at the first with any ill is gained/'* 

(35) Custom. 

" . . . . Custome shuts the windowes vp of Shame 
That Craft may take vpon her Wisdome's name/'' 

(36) Bad delays and good. 

*' Grace with delay growes weake, and Furie wise/'* 

(37) /// Will 

*' Forcing the will, which is to catch the winde, 
As if man's nature were more than his minde/'^ 

(38) Strength of Frailty. 

** This parent's dotage, as it weakness is 
So workes it with the vigor of disease/'* 

(39) Love of Fame, 

" Euen tyrants couet to uphold their fame ; 
Not fearing ouill deeds but eiiill name/'^ 



» Ihid. 2 n^ia^ ^ct 2, sc. 3. ' Ibid. 

* Ibid. » Ibid. « Ibid, Act 3, sc. 1. 

' Ibid. 



0) Siiiuival Hot abtuiioniHfiil. 

"Downe ii the idoll bat lie irerkimrii lim 



" Timo liut the soniant ia of Power diDine."* 



" " then iiuo agi in nmu'i dairt 

Which itill is octius, yong, uid cannot lert."* 

" Scraitudo — the sheath of tyrant's sword."* 

(44) Good World. 

" Qi>od world 1 where it ia diogerous to ho good."* 

(45) OppreiuoH Iradt tt itttllien. 

" Men stirro easily where tbo reyna is hard."* 

(46) nagi awl Jialmuy. 
" Itagc that glorin to h« eruoll 

And lealouaie that fears »ho is not fcarEtoll,"*' 

(4T) Vict-imuleJsi. 

" hia affection tum'cl my ill to good : 

Viet tut of hir'it, htiiig miily Hiidtriliiod"* 

' Ibid, ' Hid, Chpms TertiuB. ' Ibid. Act i, ao. X. 
* Ibid, Act 4, ic. 4. » Ibid. ■ Hit. 

' Ibid, Act S, M. 2. • Hid, Act fi. ae. 4. 
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(48) Pscudo-m iraclex. 

" False miracles, which are but ignorance of Cai«#.*'* 

(42) Tradf'deceits, 

" With good words, put off ill merchandise."' 

(60) Subtilty not Wisdom, 
[Lettered Greece] " subtle, never tcise."^ 

61) Fotver's safety, 

** Power is proud till it looke down to Foare, 
Though only safe, by euer looking there ".* 

I stop here : One might use every briefest liae as 
text for full discourse. Turning back on "Religion 
pure and from above, " (9th) what a true poet's 
flash is this, **Yertues that descend have 
havenlt/ wings **. It reminds one of the glory 
of angelic wings around the manger-cradle in the 
elder Painters. If the Reader wishes more such- 
like then let him * search * for himself. With 
Al£xakd£B Wilson the Scottish- American Orni- 
thologist in his parable of the little boy and his 
fylvan-gathered wild-flowers, I may say, **the 
▼oods are foil of them *', i. e., these volumes are 

* full ' of equal, and even it may be finer, deeper 

' IhU, ChoniB Quintus. » " Of Fame and Honour/* st. 60. 

* Mnstapha, Chorus secundus. ^ Alaham, Act 1, 8C. 2. 



Iviii- K8S1Y, 

tilings — all aa vilul to-doy as two liiiudrocl ypara 
since and upwanJ. 

IV. The rfatntu of hit poktic gift. Unloaa I 
very much miBtake, my Roudurs have already 
discovered this in the quotations givtn thus Tar. 
"With width and breadth of the oeoan thoro is 
also the dcHoaey and beanty of tho ' thmrii; waves ' 
and the fuam-bells and infinite play and eofiness 
of g'lldcn, silvern, amethyst, azure, light and 
shadow. Or, looking at our mttuphor in another 
aspect ; from the profoundeat subjecU liandlod, you 
have over and anon fetched up shclU of exqutsiti' 
fonn and tint, and musicnl with soa-niunnurs und 
memories, to such as listen. Or, again to change 
our symbol : There arc those sun-rise ond sun-set 
touches that transfigure into poetry the lowliest 
things, even as under the same riNing and 
setting the poorest pool (ilcuajs with celestial 
light. This being so, 1 should have no fear in 
leaving the verdict on the real poetic pft of 
Loui IIbuokk in the Bonder's hands, without 
ftirthor proof, t. #., if he agree with me that high 
«nd true, noble and pure thought, put ioto verse, 
IS Poetry, be the subject what it may. 
opulentnre these volumes 1 really can't deny myself 
the delight of still moro explicitly evidencing tl 
bom-gift of our Siugur as a Poet as well as 



J 
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Thinker. This comes out, as might be expected 
pre-eminently, in his Love-sonnets entitled *' Cael- 
ica '*. There is a passion^ a pathos, a power in 
these Sonnets (so-called), of a very remarkable 
kind : and what is specially note- worthy, so strong 
though soft, 80 fusing yet controlled is the 
inspiration of love therein that over and over the 
erewliilc labouring and burdened verse grows 
spontaneous as a bird's song, and as tripping in its 
notes or measure. As our Memorial- Introduction 
shews, there. lies folded in " Caelica'* a yet un- 
written or at least un-revealed chapter of Romance 
in our Poet-batchelor's life-story — corresponding 
very much with the same set of circumstances and 
record in Phineas Fletcher's. One must hope 
for more light in the after-times. 

I bt'gin with the more grave and weighty 
** Sonnets*' : and take two in full — both to my 
mind fine in thought, quaint in fancy and dainty 
in wording : 

•* Fye foolish Earth, thinke you tho heauen wanta glory 
Bf'caQse your shaduwes doe your selfo bc-ni<^ht 't 
All's darke uoto tho blind, let them bo sory ; 
The hcaueus in themselues are euer bright. 

Fye fond Desire, thinke you that Loue wants glory, 
Because your shadowes doc your selfe benight r 
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The hopes and fcares of lust, may make men sorie, 
But Love still in her selfe finds her delight. 

Then Earth stand fast, the skye that you hcnight 
Will tume againe, and so restore your glory ; 
Desire be steady, hope is your delight. 
An orbe wherein no creature can be sorie ; 
Ix)ue being plac'd aboue these middle regions, 
Where euery passion warres it selfe with legions." 



" Cynthia, whose glories are at full for euer, 
Whose beauties draw forth teares, and kindle fires, 
Firee, which kindled once are quenched nouer : 
So beyond hope your worth beares vp desires. 

Why cast you clouds on your sweet-looking eyes ? 
Are you afraid they show me too much pleasure ? 
Strong Nature decks the graue wherein it lyes : 
Kxcellenco can neuer be exprest in measure. 

Arc you afraid, because my heart adores you. 
The world will thinko I hold Endymion's place ? 
HiplHilytuH, Hwoot Cynthia, kneel'd before you, 
Yt»t tlid you m»t couw downo to kisse his face. 
An^ft ll«« onii»y tho Jloauciui' inward quires: 
StMri"»»-^ax<*i"M only multiply desires.'*' 

Tho luoon is an ofton-choscn symbol with our 
IWt. lloiv is miothiT in thosiime vein : 



* ( n^Iioa, xvi and ivii 
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•* Cjnthia, because your homes looke diuerse wayes, 
If ow dftrioied to the East, now to the West, 
Then at full-glorie once in thirty dayes ; 
Scmse doth beleeve that change is Nature's rest. 

Poore Earth, that dare presume to iudgo the skye : 
Cynthia is euer round, and neucr varies ; 
Shadowes and distance doe abuse the eye, 
And in abusM sense Truth oft miscarries : 
Yet who this language to the people speaks, 
Opinion's empire Sense's idoU breaks."^ 

After the same quaintly-allusive, allusively- 
quaint type, are many others, wherein you have 
* conceits ' that are more than conceits, worked 
^th cunningest hand. This seems to me inim- 
itable : 

** "When I beheld how Cajlica's faire eyes, 
Did shew her heart to some, her wit to me ; 
Change, that doth prove the error is not wise, 
In her mishap made me strange visions see ; 
D(»ire held fast, till L#oue's \Ticonstant zone, 
L,%ke GorgoH*6 l^ad transform d her heart to stone. 

From stone she tumes again into a cloud, 
Where water still had more power than the fire ; 
And I poore Ixion to my Juno vowed, 
With thouglits to clip her, dipt my o^^Tie dosire : 

^ Jbuilv. 
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For she was vanisht ; I held nothing fast 

But woes to come and iotss already pabt.*'* 

So this of the * grey head ' snowed on gradually 
and tenderly, and not with benumbing cold : 

" MankindOi whose Imosfrom houre to houre deeatf^ 
Lest suddcD change himselfe should make him feare : 
For if his blacke head inntantly traxt gray^ 
Doe you not thinko man would himselfe forswearo P*** 

In its combination of thought and feeling, of odd 
and nevertheless most pat fancy, the Lxist ** Son- 
nctt " or Song-lay, is a typical example. It will 
reward brooding over it : 

*• Cailica, while you doe sweare you loue me best. 

And ouer louod onely me, 

I fecle that all powers are opprest 

By Loue, and Loue by Destinie. 

For as the child in swadlin-bands, 
When it doth sec the nurse come nigh. 
With smiles and crowes doth lift tht; hands. 
Yet still must in the cradle lie : 

So in the boiito of Fate I row(?, 

And looking to you^ from you g^nf. 



* Ibid xlii. Note that owing to our correction of tho 
twice numbering of xxvii, our reference-numbers are one 
in advance of the folio of 1G33. 

'•* Ibid, xlviii. 



When I BOH in thy ouce buloucd bruwen. 
The lioau)- Diarka of ccinjituiit louu, 
1 cull to miDds my brokon vowea. 
And chitd-Uko to the Dime would moue ; 

But LouB 18 of the ptujanii-kind. 

And bumo* it sulfa in solfB-mBde fire ; 

Til brood Btill now birda id the miiide, 

From oaliGB of the old dcairo : 

Add hitth hu wiaga IrDin constancy, 

Aa moiiulaiDus citll'il of mouiag be. 

Then ('lolica Icjae not hoort'eloqunncc, 

Louo vndontands not, coma ngnine : 
Who cbaagoa in hur owne defence, 
NmmU uot cry to the duitfe ia T&ino. 

Lone is no tme made iodkiag-ghtMO, 
Which ptrfoct yooldj the shnpo w*; bring ; 
It vgly ahowoa VB all tlint was, 
And SatUtrs euiTy fiituro thing. 

(fiS'u FliaiH/ teamfs ua murt »pptart. 



CTinngB, I EonfoBso. it is a hatofuU powor. 
To them that all at oneo miut thinlte ; 
Yet Niititro ouule both Hwooto nnd sower, 
Sho guae tbe tiye u lid to wiuke : 

And though the youth that nre ealmug'd 
Knim mathcr'i lap to otber ikjes, 
Due tbluko that Xatarc there is chang*dt 
Becauie at home their knowledge liea 
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Yet shall they see who farre hauo gone, 
That Pleasure speakes more tongues than one. 

The loaues fall off, when sap goes to the root, 
The warmth doth clothe the bough againe ; 
But to the dead tree what doth boot 
The siUy man's manuring paino ? 

VnkindncBso may pcoee vp againe, 
Not kindncsse cither chang'd or dead ; 
8elf-pittio may in fooles complaine : 
l^t thou thy homes on others* head : 

For constant faith is made a drudge. 

But when requiting Louo is iudgo." 

Even there you have the thought over- lading the 
words and hampering the verse. But in the 
Lxxiyth and Lxxvith, all is melody and ease. The 
former as the shorter I can alone introduce : the 
latter extends to two hundred and twenty-eight 
lines, brilliant to a remarkable degree, a very 
** dulcet piece of music " : 

" In the window of a graungo. 
Whence men s prospects ainnot range 
Ouer growos and flowers growing : 
Nature's wealth and pleiwun^ showinj?; 
liut on graucs whore shepheanls lye, 
That by louci or sicknosso dye ; 
In that window saw I sit 
Cslica, adoniiiig it ; 






Hi* •rr** :t L^r -—■=* ▼ -ir^ ±z. rL 

Wiri. l>,cl irsi Liuo* iz,i >'.i~ r '■-trr T-\g-i: 

B*l 1j"7^ '"-"^ILi ▼'"-r. ^ ":-":i- *2.-'*r 

H* saw Ltroe. ki;i 't.zlLs'I jri.'r. 
Loae caHa hi* I : -r to xi >. ir- ." 
Eat u Kx-n &s :: .1=.^ r:-.' r-, 
Htr I:a^ to Ler b:«s.rL.r. d-.i 
Vnder Hcrti'/ur** borthe-ns -I'^aI. 
Honoor in L^w/^ ct^.-ad tooke place. 
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To gnce Shame with Loae's diBgracc ; 
But like drops thrown c on the fire, 
lShame*8 restraints enflam'd Desire : 
Desire looks : and in her eyes 
The image of it sclfe espies, 
Whence he takes selfe-pittic^s motions 
To lie Cynthia's owne dcuotions ; 
And resolues Feare is a lyar. 
Thinking she bids speake Desire ; 
But true Lone that foares, and daro 
Offend it selfe with pleasing Care, 
So diners wayes his heart doth moue. 
That his tongue cannot speake of louo. 
Oncly in himselfe he sayes. 
How fiitaU are blind Cupid's waies ! " 

It were to fill page on page to present here all 
deserving reeognition and praise. From "Cselica" 
I mast now limit myself to four specimens of a 
''higher strain*', solemn and pensive, and worthy 
of WiTHEK and Quakles at their best: and 
thereafter to aphoristic lines kindriKlly memorable 
with those already noted in preceding portions of 
our Essay : 

1. Dratk, 

'* When as man's life, the light of humane lust, 
In soackut of his earthly lanthomo bumes, 
That all this glory vnto ashes niunt : 
And generations to corruption turuiv ; 



Umb ioDd dfisnf sue tui^-'j istz^ liiHiz 21L 
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The unoe h&th wrought h fatall combiD&tion ; 
Prophau'd Thy name: Thy wotship eoGrtlirowiie, 
And made ThM liuing Lonl, a God vnknnwna. 

Thy powerful! lawaa, Thy woadora orcreolioa 
Thy Word inoaniata, gloriom hoaucn, dulc hell. 
Lye ihadowed vader man'i dageaeration ; 
They Chriit still crocifi'd for doing woll ; 

Impiuty, Lord, sits on Thy throne. 

Wliich make* thee Uumg Lord, a Qod Tnknovn. 

K4n'i aupentition hsth Thy Trutht enknnhd, 

Hia atbounnB againo her pompa dl^(BceUl i 

Tha,t Hoaunll nuuitialilo vaata womba. 

Of thy (Mna Church, Thy voaeene Church dugnctth ; 
Then) liuM notnilh wilh thorn that ammeTbine Own 
Whioli luuktM thvB liuing Lord, a Qcd vnknowna. 

Yet vnlo Then, Lord— mirronr of tnnasTMaiaa— 
Woo who for onrthly idola, haoe (bruk«>i 
Thy htnunnly iraago — nnloBMi pure improauim — 
And KOo in nela of runity lys takon. 
All dewtlale implure that lo Thine Own 
Lord, ITuni no longer liuc a God Toknowne. 

Tnt Lord lot Iimol'a pin^^naa not bo etemall. 
Nor aiiinii for uuor cloud Thy lacrod mountaiiina, 
KoT with bito flomoa spiritaall but inTemall 
Dry up Thy Mi'tcin'i ou")r apringiag: fouutiiinn*: 
lUthor, iwout Imvi, nil vp Time and oonm, 
To yenld the ainua bar enorluting doome," 

Vilh this " higher struia " dwiea " Cwlka " : nnil 
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the burden seems to mo all a-tlirill with u puthtrtic, 
emotion^ only surpassed by the passiouute p(;rHonaI 
plaint of the xcixth, with its gruat cry " yet Lord 
deliuerme". 

We shall now bring together a few out of very 
many terse, pointed Sayings that you instinrtivcjly 
mark in the margin ; but before doing ho, inas- 
much as most of these are taken from the 
ixxxivth Sonnet, I must allow Dit. Hannah to 
put his own case as to the (alleged) priority of 
DrEk's ** Fancy " thereto. In answ(4' U) my 
claim for Lobd Beooke, as stated in our ]kI(;morial- 
Introduction [page xlviii] h(5 writes me thiiH : 
•* I arranged Dyer's ** Fancy '* first of th(j three? 
pieces, chiefly because SournwKi.L must hav*? 
thought it an original when he took \}\v. trouhio 
to "turn " it. " But as Southwell di(fd in l^V.K'} 
and Lord Brooke's was not in )>rint until MV.V'S it 
is clear that comparison hj him of the two poemH 
was impossible. Thus Dr. Ifannah's *' chielly " 
fails, albeit it is just possi])le that as I)yi»r*rt 
•* Fancy" was circulated in MS., and n^ally wan 
only thus accessible to South w J, LL, ho Hrooke'n may 
also have been. He continues, *' Next, beeaUM! 1 
find it easier to conceive that Hkooki: subtilized 
Dyer 8 rather common-pla^e production, than that 
Dyba dropped upon so low a levwl from the hi;;her 
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range of thought. One can account for Dyer's 
piece by grafting it on to " Like hermit poor " 
&c., itself again grafted on to a piece in Lodge's 
** BciUae's jilctamorphosis *' (1589). Dyer's verses 
having thus originated, I conceive that Brooke's 
subtle intellect saw an opportunity for rising on 
that hint to a more elevated strain." Perhaps 
the Header will agree with this. If I don't, it is 
because I find everywhere in Lord Bbooile's 
poetry, striking originality and independence, and 
also that the two forms of the idea worked out in 
the two poems seem to me rather the putting 
into verse of what had been the subject of intimate 
conversation and ** exercise " between the two 
friends — the one robust, soaring, the other rclat- 
tively weak, low-winged. In its place in 
** Coelica " I furnish the whole of Dyer's ** Fancy * 
and Southweirs * use * ; so that each one may 
determine for himself. For my part I can't see a 
gleam of the lij;ht of the Lxxxivth Sonnet (so- 
called) in ** Like hermit poor " or in an\ihing by 
Lodge. 

Since I am on this point of imitation or rather 
as I explain it, mutual • exercise ' and versifica- 
tion thereafter on the part of Brooke and Dyku, 
it seems fitting here to rccoi'd resemblance, or 
what you will, in the comnionccment of one of 
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Spenser's Sonnets und one of our Poet*s. Spen- 
ser's thus runs : 

'* Mure then most (aire, fiiU of the living fire. 
Kindled above unto the Maker ncere."^ 

Lord Brooke's thus : 

** More than most faire, fall of that heaucnly fire 
Kindled aboue to shew the Makers glory. "^ 

I rejoice to trace in these identities of thought 
and wording, the friendship and fellow-ship and 
exchange of ideas between the ** poet of poets", 
the Singer of Fairy and the wider-brained but 
less imaginative Thinker of Beauchamp-Court. I 
the more readily regard the two Poets as indepen- 
dent, not imitative — save as above — because Lord 
Brooke is scrupulous to place within quotation- 
signs any semblance of quotation : but has none 
here. Curiously enough- as Dr. Hannah informs 
me — Spenser's entire Sonnet is ascribed to Sir 
Bdward Dyer in the M^uscript in which so many 
of Dyer's poems are identified : [MS. Bawl. Poet. 
85. f. 700.] 

As a •* Curiosity of Literature " it is worthy of 
the requisite space to preserve a quotation as from 



> Works by Collier [1862] Vol. V. p 119. 
' Sonnet iiid. in Ca^lica. 



Ixxiv. ESSAY. 

Lord Brooke by Coleridge, wherein he works in 
something from Shakespeare [Macbeth, i., 7.] 
and of his own— as follows in his " Aids to 
Reflection", (Aphorism, xvii., Inconsistency : 
Coleridge atid Loighton) : '' It is a most unseemly 
and unpleasant thing, to see a man's life full of 
ups and downs, one step like a Christian, and 
another like a woridling; it cannot choose but 
both pain and mar the edification of others'." 
The same sentiment, only with a special applica- 
tion to the maxims and measures of our cabinet 
statesmen, has been finely expressed by a sage 
poet of the pi*eceding generation, in lines which 
no generation will find inapplicable or super- 
annuated. 

'* God and the world we worship both together, 
Draw not our Inws to Him, hut His to ours : 
Untrue to both,80 prosperous in neither , 

The imperfect will brings forth but barren flowers. 
Unwise as all distracted interests be, 
IStrangers to God, fools in humanity : 
Too good for great things and too great for good, 
While still ** I dare not'* waits ujKin " I would"* 

» 7th edition [1854] p. 68. The erudite editor 
(I)(>rM-cnt Coleridge) iailed to trace the siu^julur iiu6- 
quuUition. 



FiV^T. 



But to retnnt : here ue a few -xzt oi vbciziiiiL^ 
examples of m«SMnble thrriCT : 



1. -T&uV 

Xfterg U tiki jln^i^ j/rw 



'i. *- like ^£fl6i naed cz: cf zrvKs. 
ir4»» ^«f •;£. :.ii7«/t Lwy ^ml 



So ii BT Hfe It bcr 

vfacoe l-joe to b4 is ic 
Oa wboae vorth my i-ay^tfr* j^ vmlks. 



3. " Mt Wini=r a within 

4. ■* Txsie p&it Iat4 Tp ray ioy. 

And That zo ci:z>6 ciy gTi«£A. 
She cner mTidft te my 'icicre. 
And ceiXfS' is.y n'd^ia."^ 

5. - ^'^ loa'd, and still s&e iGues. 

bxEt 'isth net ftill L:>G« xne ; 
To all except my sinlli yet is. 
u she vu went to le."* 






fl. *' O, my on«'4) hnppy thouffhts, 

i\w hiniuon whuro graco did dwell, 
My wiint hath tum*d away her face, 

and made that hoaoon my hell. 
A hoU, for HO ia that 

ftxnu whence no aoulos rotume ; 
Whttrts while our apirita are sacrificed, 

they waate nut though they bume. *'* 

7. ** Alone among the world 

atrange with my frienda to be, 
Shewing my fiUl to them that scome, 
■00 not or will not see.*'* 

H. Forlomo desires my clocke 
to teU me euery day. 
That Time hath stolen loue, life, and all, 
but my distresH away '*.' 

9. '* Fame, that is but tfood tpordt of $uiU dMc, 
Begotten by the harme we hane or doe. 
Greatest farre off, least cuor where it breeds. 
We both with dangers and disquiet wooe.**^ 

Turning now to the Poem-Plays— of which 
only two remain, " Alaham " and ** Mustapha ", 
a thinl on ** Anthony and Cleopatra " as already 
noticed, hanng been destroyed by its Author — it 
must bo granted that as Plays, acting them would 



» Ibid. » Ibid, 5 Ibid, * Ibid, xcii. 
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only have involved failure. Compared with his 
greatest Contemporary's — who by the way though 
of Warwickshire, to say no more — is never once 
named or alluded to by our Worthy — they are 
stiff and cumbrous. Nevertheless there is the 
same solid stratum of thought found in the other 
poems, and scarcely a page without lines that have 
the very touch of Shakespeake himself. I leave 
the following to verify this statement, bold it may 
be thought to audacity. More than the fine, 
deep, passionate words themselves were needless 
argument to those unconvinced by them. As 
before, I give headings to the successive quota- 
tions : 

1 . Elevation*. 

** In what strange ballance are man's humours peiaed 
Since each light change within vs or without, poind 

Tumes feare to hope, and hope againe to doubt. 
If thus it worke im man, much more in thrones, 
JFhose tender heights feele all thinne aires that moue 
And wod[e that change below they use aboue".^ 

2. Fortune and Misfortune. 

'* who doth wrest kings' mindes 

Wrestles his faith upon the stage of Chance ; 
Where Vertuo, to the world by Fortune knowne^ 
li oft misiudg^dy because aheee ouerthrowne.'*'^ 



1 Mnstapha, Act 1, sc. 2. ' Ibid^ Act. 2, sc. 1. 
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3. Deceived, 

'* I first am Natare'a subiect, then my prince's ; 
I will net senre to Innocencie*s mine. 
WKoee heauen is Earthy let them heUeve in princes : 
My God is not the Gk>d of subtill murther.*** 

4. Place and Power. 

^ Solyman, Thought is with God an act : kings cannot see 
111' intents of mischiefe, but with iealousio. 
Achmat. In what protection then liues Innocence P 
Soljfman. Below the danger of Omnipotence. 
Aehmat. Are thoughts, and deeds confounded anywhere ? 
Soljfman. In Princes' liues that may not suffer feare : 
Where Place uneqtiaU equally is weigKdt 
There Power supreme is Mlanc*d, not obeyed. 
Aehmat, This is the way to make accusers proud, 
And feed up starudd Spite with guiltlosse blood.**' 

6. Despots, 

Solyman. '* Intents are seeds, and actions they include ; 

Princes, whose scepters must be feared oj many^ 

Are ueuer safe that Hue in feare of any. 

Aehmat, Tyrants they are that punish out of feare; 

States wiser than the Truth, decline and weare*'^ 

6. Ttuth. 

** Achmat. That painted hazard is but made the gate, 
For mine of your sinne to enter at. 



* Ihid. ' Ibid. Act. 2, 8c. 2. » Ibid, 
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Truth muH tkt measure he to shue and king. 

Soi^/tn. Shall Power then lose her oddes in any thing ? 

Aehmat. God, ouen to Himsclfe, hath made a law/'* 

7. Frare. 

" Suspitions common to successions be : 

Honor and Fcare together euer goe. 

tyho f»U9t kill all they fear ^ fiare all they see. 

Nor suhiccts, sonnes, nor neighbourhood can bcarc : 

So infinite the limits be offeare.^*^ 

8. An ambitious mother. 

" Sir ! Pardon me : and nobly as a father, 
"What I shall say, and say of holy mother, 
Know I shall say it, but to right a brother. 
My mother is your wife : dutie in her 
Is lone : she loues ; which not well gouerndd, beares 
The euil angell of misgiuing feares : 
Whose many eyes^ whilst but it sel/e they see, 
Still make the worst of possibility. "^ 

9. Mother and Son, 

** Is it a fault, or fault for you to know. 

My mother doubts a thing that is not so ? 

Those vgly workes of monstrous parricide, 

Marke from what hearts thoy ri.se, and where they bido. 

Violent, dispayr'd, whc^e Honor broken is ; 

Fcare, lord ; Time, Death ; where lIoi>e is Misery ; 

I>oubt hauing stopt all honest ways to blisso, 



» Jbid. » Ibid. =* Ibidy Act 2, sc. 3. 
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And Custome shut the windowes vp of Shame, 

That Craft may take vpon hor Wiaedome's name. 

Compare now Mustapha with this despoire : 

Sweet youth, sure hopes, honor, a father's love. 

No iufamie to mouc or banish feare. 

Honor to stay, hazard to hasten fate : 

Can horrors worke in such a childe*s estate f 

Besides, the gods, iv^wm kings should imitate^ 

Haue placed you highy to rule not ouerthrow ; 

For r.«, not for ijour.telu^'i^ is your estate : 

Mereie must hand in hand with Power goe.'*^ 

10: Rage. 

" Rossa ! take heed : Extreams are not the meanes. 
To change Estates, either in good or ill. 
Therefore yeeld not, since that makes Nature lease : 
Nor yet use Rage, which vainely driueth on 
Theminde, to working without instruments,**^ 

11. Female Vengeance. 

'* Rossa. Rosten ! make haste : go henco and carry 

with thee 
My life, liime, malice, fortune, and desire : 
For which, set all established things on firo. 
You vgly angels of th' infemall kingdomes ! 
You who most brauely haue maintain*d your boinsra 
In equal power^ like riuah to the heauens ! 



' Ibid. 2 /^,v/. Act 3. 8C. 1. 
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/X me migne while I Hue, in my desire^* ; 

Or dead. Hue with you in eUniall Jin*, 

Beglerhie. Kossa ! Not words but deeds please Hell or 

Mearen : 
I feare to tell : I tromble to concealo ; 
Fortune onto the death, is then displeas'd, 
When remedies doe mine the diseas'd. 
JBoMff. Yie not these parables of coward Feare : 
Feare hurts lesse when it strikes, then when it threatens, 
Beglerbie, If Mustapha shall die, his death miscarrios 
Part of thy end, thy fame, thy friends, thy ioy : 
Who wHl, to hnnt his foes, himselfe destroy. 
Rossa. My selfe ! What is it else but my desire ? 
My brother, father, mother, and my God, 
Are but those steps which help mo to aspire. 
Mustapha had neuer truer friend than I, 
That would not with him liuo, but with him die. 
Tet tell : what is the worst ? 
BegUrhie, Camena must, with him, a tra^'tor be : 
Or Mustapha, for her sake, must be free. 
Bossa. O cruel fates ! that doe in louo plant woe, 
And in delights make our disasters grow. 
But speako : What hath she done ? 

Beylerbie. Vndone thy doing 

Difloonrs'd vuto Mustapha his danger : 

And from these relikes, I doe more than doubt, 

Her confidence brings Solyman about. 

jRossa. yay, blacke Auenius ! so I doe adure thee, 

jA.s J lament my wombe hath been so barren, 

To yeeld but one to offer rp before tfur. 

Who thinks the daughter s death can mother's stay 



IxXXii. ESSAY. 

From ends, whereon a woman's heart is fixt ; 
Weighs harmelesse Nature, without passion mixt. 
Beghrbie. I9 mother by the woman oucrthrowne f 
Jiossa. Rage knowet no kinne : Power is abovo the 
And must not curious be of base respect, 
Which onely they command that doe neglcxjt.*** 

12. Mystery and Terror after Murder. 

** What meanes that glasse borne on those glorious wings, 

Whose piercing shadowes on my selfe reflect 

Staines, which my vowos againut my children bring ? 

My wrongs and doubts, socme there despayros of Vice ' 

My power a turret built against my Maker ; 

My danger, but Disorder's proiudice. 

This glasse, true mirror of the Infinite, 

Shewes all ; yet can I nothing comprehend. 

This empire, nay the world, seemes shadowes there : 

Which mysteries dissoluo mo into fcare. 

I that without fcolo no superior power. 

And fcolo within but what I will concoiue. 

Distract : know neither what to take, nor leaue. 

I that was free before, am now captiu'd ; 

This sacrifice hath rais'd mo from my Earth, 

By that I should, from that I am depriu'd. 

In my affections man, in knowledge more. 

Protected no where, farre more disunited ; 

Still king of men, but of my selfe no more."'* 



» Ibid, Act 3. sc. 2. 2 /^,v/^ ^ct 4. so. 1. 
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13. Sad' Fort UM. 

" Fortune ! hast thou not moulds eiMugk of sorrow 
But thou must those of Loue and Kindnesse borrow f 

But O Rolyman ! mako haste : 

For man's dospaire is but Occasion past.'*^ 

14. Dethronement, 

'* Contempt deposeth kings as well as death.*** 

16. Self^augur. 

** Man then is augur of his owno misfortune, 
When his ioy yeelds him arguments of anguish."' 

16 Remorse. 

** In euery creature's heart there lines desire, 

Which men doe hallow as appearing good ; 

For grcatnesse they esteeme it to aspire. 

Although it woaknesse be, well understood. 

This vnbonnd, raging, infinite thought-fire 

I tooko ; nay, it tooke mo, and placed my heart 

On hopes to alter Empire and Succession. 

Chance was my faith, and Order my despayro : 

Sect, innouation, change of princes* right, 

My studies were : I thought Hope had no end, 

In her that hath an emperor to friend. 

Whence, like the stormes — that thon like stonnes doe 

blow, 
When all things but themselues, they ouerthrow — 

* Ibid, Act 4. sc. 2. > Ibid, Act 4. so. 3. 

* Ibid Acid. sc. 1. 
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I ventur*d— first to make the father feare. 
Then hate, then kill his most heloudd childc. 
My daughter did disconer him my way, 
To Mustapha she opened mine intent : 
For she had tried, but could not tume my heart. 
Tet no hurt to me she in telling meant, 
Though hurt she did me to disclose my art. 
I sought reuenge : reuenge it could not be ; 
For I confesse she neuer wrongM me. 
Bemorse, that hath a faction in each heart. 
Womanish shame, which is Compassion's friend, 
Gonspir'd with Truth to have restrayndd me ; 
Yet kiVd J her whom I did dearely loue ; 
Furies of choyce, what arg^uments can moue.P*'^ 

I do not think that I shall be opposed in affirming 
that some, if not all, of these quotations, might 
find fitting place in the greatest of Shakespeare's 
scenes. "Rossa" is a second Lady Macbeth: 
Beglerbie a leaser Iago — the former in her 
ambition and intensity of resolve to win her end 
at whatever cost of de-womanising, almost de- 
humanizing, and the latter in his quiet, whispered, 
evil counsel. But besides these from ' ' Mustapha ' ', 
in **Alaham'* there is one consummate touch 
that appears to me specially Shakesperean. 
** Hala " like " Rossa " is dead-set for vengeance 



1 Ibid Act 5. sc. 4. 
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against her husband, and like her with Camena, 
she will smite him through their child's mnrder. 
that her adulterous issue, by Caine, may reign, 
The nurse appeals, and the reply gives the very 
acme of purged and prodigious hatred. I place 
supreme words in capitals, and so leave the whole 
with my Readers : 

** Hala. Be that the gage : Man's senses barren were, 
If they could apprehend but what they feele. 
nifl doe with place — like numbers — multiply : 
The lining, dead, malice, affection, feare : 
My wombe and I doe his affliction beare. 
XutHx. Will you dentroy your owne ? 

Eala. ^u aisiJXt ZXt i^ifi. 

Nutrix. Infamous act ! 

Hala. iiage doth but now begin. 

Nutrix. Cans't thou doe worse ? 

Hala. Else to my selfe I sinne : 

Life is too short ; Honour exceeds not Faith, 

That cannot plague offences after death. 

Nutrix. Ah ! calme this storme : these vgly torrents 

shunne 
Of rage, which Jrowne thy selfe, and all besides. 
Hala. Furies ! no more irreg^ularly runne. 
But arted : teach Confusion how to diuide. 
Nutrix. If kinde be disinherited in thee 
Yet haue compassion of this orphane State. 
Hala, That is the worke which men shall wonder at : 



/ 
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For while hib ruined are, yet mini ahall raigne ; 
His hkibbs» but tbt truk issue ynto C^ike."^ 

So too another : when Solyman sees his daughter 
Cumcna, apparently going from him, while he 
purposes and plots the death of his son and heir : 

** But hush*t : Moethinks away Camena steales : 

MUBTUKA, BELIKE, IN MK IT SELPE KEUEALE8. 

Camena ! Whither now P Why haste you from me ? 
Ib it 80 strange a thing to be a father ? 
Or is it I that am so strange a father ? "' 

Again this, alike in its teaching and wording, 
Shakesperean : 

** The faults of man arc finite, like his merits : 
His mercies infinite that iudgeth spirits. 
Tell mo thy errors, teach me to forgiue. 
Which he that cannot doe knowee not to Hue **' 

"Alaham*' furnishes not a few like-passionato 
scenes. Take these almost at hap-hazard : 

1. JRevenge. 

" Now Uala, socko thy soxe ; lend Scomc thy wit, 
To worko new patterns of reuengcs in : 
Let Rage despise to feed on priuate blood ; 

I Aluham, Act 3 se. 4. ' Mustaphs, Act 2. sc. 3. 

• J Old Act 4.8C. 4. 
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Her honor lies aboue, where danger is, 
In thronee of kings, in vninersall woe. 
Worke that which Alaham may enuie at, 
And men wish thoir's : that 111 it selfc may tremble. 
Monstrous, incredible, too great for words : 
Keepe close, and adde to furie with restraint : 
Doe not breake forth until thou break est all ; 
Horrors they be that hauo eternities.'"' 

2. Doom. 

^ Alaham. Beare her away : deuiso, adde to this racke 
Torments, that both call death and turne it backe. 
Celiea. The flattering glasse of Power is others* paine ; 
Perfect thy worke, that heauen and hell may know, 
To worse I cannot, going from thee, goe."^ 

K these Poem-Plays have scintillations that 
may unexaggcrate be designated Shakesperean, 
equally has ** Alaham '* the large utterance of 
Milton. It is known that he bad read Lord 
Brooke's writings — as what did he leave unread, 
unused ? Here are a few Miltonic lines out of 
many more : 

1. The Speech of a ghoH, one of the old kings of Ormus. 

Thou monster horrible ! vnder whose vgly doorae, 

Downe in Etemitio's perpetuall night, 

Man's temporal sinncs beare torments infinite : 

^ Alaham, Act 2. sc. 2. ' Ibid Acii. sc. 3. 



IxXXViii. ESSAY. 

For change op desolation, must I come 

To tempt the Earth, and to prophane the light ; 

From moumcfkll silence, where paine dares not rore 

With lihertie : to multiply it more ! 

Nor from the lothsome puddle Acheron, 

Made foule with common sinnes, whose filthio dam pes 

Feed Lethe's sinke, fonjettin^ all but mone : 

Nor from that fowle i)tf email shaddowed lampe. 

Which lighteth Sisiphwt to rowle his stone : 

These be but bodies* plagues, the skirts of Hell ; 

I comb from whence Death e*s skatk i>oth Death kxcki.u 

A PLACE TireRE IS VPON NO CENTRE PLACED, 
DeEPE VNDKR DEPTHES, AS KAKRE AS IS THE SKIE 
AnOUE THE EARTH ; DAHKK, IXKINITELY SPACED ; 

Pluto the king:, the kinsrdomo, miserio. 

The chr)'stall may God*8 glorious seat resomhlo ; 

Horror it selfe these horrois but dissemble. "' 

2. Fiendu 

'* Now marke your charge ! each fury worko his part 
In senselesse webs of mischicfe ouerthwart. 
You are not now to worke on private thoughts ; 
One instant is vour time* to alter all ; 
Corruj^tion ^TiivorsiiU must be wrought : 
Impofxib/e to you is naturail: 
Plots and effects together must be brought ; 
Mischir-fo and sh.ime, at once mu-^t sf»ring and fall. 
Vse more than powrr of man to bring fortli that 
"NVhicb— it iu mt lint all m»'n should wonder at. 



' Ibid^ rn/lot/Hs. 



ESSAY. Ixxxix. 

Craft I go thou forth, worke Honor into Lu;*t. 
Malice! Sow in Selfe-loue vnworthinesse . 
Feare ! Make it safe for no man to he iust. 
Wrong ! be thou clothed in Power's comelincsae. 
Wit ! Play with Faith ; take Glory in mistrust ; 
Let Duty and Religion goe by ghesse. 
Furies ! Stirre you vp warre ; which follow must. 
When all things are corrupt with doublenesse, 
From vice to vice, let Error multiply : 
With uncouth sinnes, murthers, adulteries, 
Incorporate all kindes of iniquity. 
Translate the State to forrai^^ne tyranies : 
Keepe downe the best, and let the worst haue power, 
That waiTC and hell may all at once deuoure."* 

I have italicized the line on * impossible ' : onvrard 
even more grandly we have, 

*' Impossible is but the faith of Fearo."- 

3. Blind Pasnion. 

** My partie's strong : I build upon the vice, 

Question the yoke of princes, husband, L:iw : 

My good Buccesso breakes all the links of awe. 

Then Chance, be thou my friend : Desire ! my guide : 

My heart extended is to great attempts, 

Wliich, if they speed, eternize shall my fame ; 

If not 'tis glory to excell ix shame.' •* 



» Ibid. ^ Ibid Act I. sc. 1. 3 Ibid Act 2. sc. 1. 



XC. ES8AT. 

4 . Royal pen Hence. 

" God made strict lawes for Vertue's exorcise ; 

An idle word, a wish transgresseth them : 

Yet nr a thronb Rexorsb hath olo&ious eyes."* 

My self-imposed little 'labour of love' is now 
finished : and I venture to submit that the four 
successive points have been made good. Conse- 
quently, it may be permitted me to cherish the 
hope of quickening interest in these revived 
volumes— all the more that the Poet himself had 
a very humble estimate of his Muse, as only setting 
down 

•* humble precepts in a common stylo.' *^ 



for Jas Elift has it, ** Posterity is bound to take 
care "that a writer loses nothing by such noble 
modesty.*** Sure I am, no one will ever regret 
siHjUi^toring an occasional quiet hour for the 
sTiPY of thosi^ Writiugs of Lohd Brookk. In the 
wonls ol* the rich-do worod Henry Ellison, 

*• liko tho manv-bro{U!tod Venus is 

His* M\isc yi\i ! sho hns ivijw and teats for all 



» Act 2 M\ 3. 

*/\Ot' lJl^^H•• St a.MMt. 

» Works of l.iuib . IS Im f TO. Vo!. iV p 98. 



iiaSiY. xci. 

Karth'H children ; utithor aucUes she for this 
Or that ono sect, but for Muu's general 
Humtuiit; at large , that Dans may miss 
Of Qtuture at her breast poetical-"' 

ALEXANDER B. OBOSABT. 
I " The Poetry of fleal Life." 




Iht IBotks of 



VOL. II 



^otc. 



Having given in Vol 1st. the consecutive Scries of Poems 
of Monarchy and the Treatise of Religion, the others 
from the folio of 1633 succeed in order, in the present 
Volume. The original title-page is as follows : 

CERTAIXE 

L E A 11 N E D 

AX I) 

EI.EGANT 
W O R K E S 

OF THE 
RIGHT UOyORAliLE 

FVLKE 

LORD BROOKE, 

Written in his Youth, and familiar 

Exercise with 

SIR 

PHILIP SIDNEY. 



The Hcuerall Names of which Worket the 
following page doth declare. 

LONDON, 
Printcxi by E. P. tor Henry Segle, and are to 
he sold at his shop at the signe of the Tygen 
head in St. PauU^ Church-yard. 1633. (Folio.) 

Collation : Title-page and Contents on reverse, headed 
*' The name's of the severall bookes " — Poems pp. 28— 82 : 
the Tragedio of Alaham pp. 1 — 72 : the Tragedie of 



4 XOTE. 

Mostaplia pp. 80 — 160 : Csclica, containing CX. SouucU 
pp. 161—256: a Letter to an Honorable Lady, &c., 
2^7—294 : a Letter of Trauell pp. 295—298. Concern- 
ing the cancelled and unrecovercd pages 3 — 23, see our 
Prefatory-Note to the Works (Vol. 1st., pp. ^^ and in /rV /{it 
Appendix to our Memorial-Introduction. O. 



I 



^m&smm^ 



I. ^ Trcatic' of 'ijumniic Xcurning. 



SHE 5IiNn of Ma> 

i ill 



J lrayM j Ami KsowLKME is tljf 

mlud? : 
Aud as tlic nuDtle, in her vaste comprclie 
Containca more worlds than uU the world cun finds : 
So knowledge dolh it wife farrc more extend. 
Than all the mintla of men eim c-omprchcnd. 



A climing height it is without a head. 
Depth without bottome, way wilhont im end ; 

' Sit : = troatUo. Tbomu Wright in* eon gitos it u 
moaning ' dlaquiaition ' but furniahoi na ouniplii. 
UBiB it in bia " Easnyo* " t. g : [Raligion] " otubliihnth 
Fulh; it kiodlitlh charity; the oiitwanl pooce nf tha 
(.'hnirh, diitilluth into poace of conKioace ; and it tura- 
ul)i tlia labonra at writiiig •ud reading of controTHC*ic«i 
into imiift of tnortiSutioii and deTotiun." (Mr. W. A. 
Wright'i Dda. of " EWmycfl" p 10.) Q. 



6 OF HUMAXE LEARNING. 

A circle with no line inuironed ; 

Not comprehended, all it comprehends ; 
Worth infinite, yet satisfies no minde 
Till it that infinite of the God-head finde. 

3. 

This Knowledge is the same forbidden tree,* 
Which man lusts after to be made his Maker ; 
For Knowledge is of Power's eternity, 
And perfect Gloiy, the true image-taker ; 

So as what doth the infinite containe, 

Must be as infinite as it againe. 

4. 

No maruell then, if proud desires' reflexion, 
By gazing on this sunne, doc make vs blinde, 
Nor if our lust, our Ccntaure-like affection, 
In stoad of Nature, fadome- clouds and windc : 
So adding to originall defection. 
As no man knowcs his owne \Tiknowing mindc : 
And our -^Egyptian darkenesse growes so grosse, 
As W(! may easily in it, feele our lossc. 



• OcncMis II. 16. G. 

• = fiithom. The fiithom is tho Icni^th of tho two arms 
extended, and tho reference is to the fable of Ixion. G. 
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5. 

For our defects in nature who sees not ? 
Wee enter, first things present not conceiving, 
Not knowing future, what is past forgot : 
All other creatures instant power receiving, 
To helpo themselues ; Man onely hringeth sense 
To feele and wailo his natiue impotence, 

G. 

Which SENSE, man*s first instructor, while it sho was 
To free him from deceipt, deceiues him most ; 
And from this false root that mistaking growes, 
Which truth in humane knowledges hath lost : 
So that hy iudging Sense herein, perfection, 
Man must deny his nature's imperfection. 



Which to be false, euen Sense it selfo doth proue. 

Since euery beast in it doth vs exceed ; 

Besides, these senses which we thus approuc. 

In vs as many diuerso likings breed. 

As there be different tempers in complexions, 
Degrees in healths, or age's imperfections. 

1. 

Againe, change from without no lease deceives 



Than doe our ownc debilities' within : 

For th'obicct, which in grosse our flesh conceives 



For to obicct, which in grosse our 
Aft*r a sort, yet when light doth 
These to retalle, and subdiuide, or slceues' 
Into more minutes; thou growea 
Afl none con so reflnc the sense 
Thnt two or thn* agree in an] 



thinnc, 



Yet these rack'd rp by Wif excessiuely. 
Make Fancy thinke shee such gradations findes 
Of heat, cold, colors ; snch variety 
Of smols and taata ; of tunes sach diucrs kindes, 
A^ that bravo Scythiun never could descry, 

Who found more swi-etncasc in his horao'a 
naying,* 

' So Shakespeare. " wealoness luid <ttiiliiy'\ (As Ton 
Like it. ii. 3.) 0. 

' =cloaTea orilita. G, 

' Our moilem wonl ' int«ll«rt ' eipr««Ma u □earlj u 
[lOMiWo the uiMninK which • wit ' had in Uaeon'ittau |m 
liom]. (Mr. W. A. Wright inedn. of " AdvanMmonl " : 
f.imd •• EiiMyta" ^i.-p 18: siiv.p 179). G. 

' The referenoa u no doubt to Ateu king of tha Scjtli- 
iiiu. or whom Plutarch in his MonUia wrilm. that having 
taken Imifiniiu thn flato-plnfor prisoner, hs onleted him 
lo play *hilo htj waa rilting over his wine ; but while 
otbrra Biimirrd liii pliiyiTig anil applaoilcd, h« (AtoM] 
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Than all the Phrygian, Dorian, Lvdian playing.* 

10. 

Knowledge's next organ is Imagination ; 
A glasse, wherein the obiect of our Sense 
Ought to respect true height or declination, 
For vnderstandinge^ cleares intelligence : 
For this power also hath her variation, 
Fixed in some, in some with difference ; 
In all, so shadowed with selfe-application, 

As makes her pictures, still too foule or faire ; 

Not like the life in lineament or ajrre. 



swore that he would hear with greater pleasure the neigh- 
ing of hia hoisc.*' The following has also been sent me from 
" A Mirror for Mathematiques, by Robert Tanner, Gent" 
(lo87.) Epist. Dcd. fol. 3, *^ I find there are many, with 
Sytha [= Scytha] had rather hear a horse neigh, then a 
musitiun play." Cf. on the sentiment itself, Hotspur in 
Sliakespcaro (I Ilenry iv. iii. I) " I hjul rather hear Lady, 
my brach howl in Irish". G. 
' Milton later, has 

*' Anon thev move 

In perfect phalanx to the Dorian umxhI 
Of flutes and soft rerorderH.*' 

P. L. I. 550-551. G. 
* Misj rlnted ' uuderstandings '. (i. 
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This power besides, alwayes cannot receiue 
What Sense reports, but what th' affections please 
To admit ; * and as those piincos that doe leaue 
* Their State in trust to men corrupt with ease 

* False in their faith or but to faction friend • 

* The truth of things can scarcely comphrehend. 

12. 

So must til' Imagination from the Sense 
Be misinformed, wliile our affections cast 
False shapes and formes, on their intelligence 
And to kecpe out true intromission thence^ 

Abstracts the imagination, or distasts^ 

With images preoccupately* plac'd. 

13. 

Hence our desires, feares, hopes, loue, hate and 

sorrow, 
In fancy make us lieare, feolc, see impressions 
Sucli as out of our Sense they doe not borrow • 
And are the efficient cause, the true progression 



^ Bacon uses * pro-occupato ' = to pro-occupy in • j^j. 
vancemcnt ' : " not seeking to pre-oceupate the libertv of 
men's judgements by confutations " (as bcforo p 268). O 
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Of sleeping visions, idle phantasmes waking ; 
Life, dreames; and knowledge, apparitions 
making. 

14. 

Againe, our Memory, register of Sense, 
And mould of arts, as mother of Induction, 
Corrupted with disguis'd intelligence. 
Can yeeld no images for man's instruction : 
But — from stained wombes — abortiue birth 
Of strange opinions, to confound the Earth. 

15. 

The lust chiefc oracle of what man kno we s 
Is Vnderstaxdino ; which though it containe 
Some ruinous' notions, which our natiire showes, 
Of gcnerall truths, yet haue they such a staine 
From our corruption, as all light they lose ; 
Save to conuince' of ignorance and sinne, 
AVhich where they raigne let no perfection in. 

16. 

Hence weakc and few those duzled notions be, 
Which our frail Vnderstanding doth retaine ; 

' So Shakespeare "rMi;M>MJ» disorders". (Lear i. 2.) G. 
- = convict. See Mr. W. A. Wright's Bible Word- 
Book 4. r. for most interesting examples, G. 
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So as man's bankrupt nature is not free. 

By any arts to raise it selfe againe ; 

Or to those notions which doe in vs Hue 
Confus'd, a well fram'd art-like state to giue. 

17. 

Xor in a right line can her eyes ascend. 
To view the things that immaterial are ; 
^ For as the sunno doth, while his beamcs descend, 
* Lighten the Earth, but shaddow euery starre : 
So Reason stooping to attend the Sense, 
Darkens the spirit's cleare intelligence. 

18. 

Besides, these faculties of apprehension ; 

Admit they were, as in the soule's creation 

All perfect here — which blessed large di mcnsion 

As none denies, so but by imagination 

Onely, none knowes, — yet in that comprehension 

Euen through those instruments \rhereby she 
works, 

Debility,^ misprision,^ imperfection lurkes. 



* See at. 8th and relative note. G. 

* Shakespeare frc-quently v.g. Twelfth Night i. 5 : AU't 
Well ii. 3 : 1 Ilenrv iv. i. 3. G. 



19. 

As miiny us thuru bo within the broiae 
Diiitempbrs, frciizii>B, or indupositioDs ; 
Yea of our fnlno catntc tbo fatoll Etoiac 
Is such, as in onr youth, whilo compositions' 
And spirits are strong, conct'ption then is wouke, 
And fucullies in ytores ol' vnderstauding brcako. 



Agnine, wo aoo the best complexions vaino, 
And in tho worst, more nimble subtilty : 
From whence Wit, a distemper of tho brainc, 
Tho Schoolcs conclude ; and our capacity 

How much more sharpe, the more it apprehends, 
Still to distract, and Iussl' Tnith eomprchcnds. 



But all these naturull defects pcTchanco 
May hv supplycd by Sciences and Arts ; 
Which wee thirst after, study, admire, aduauce, 
Ab if restore our fall, recure our smarts 



> = tmapcramoDt. So Bacon in "Eassfa" — "hoatc 
•nd Tivadty in agu ia ul tuicellcot eompunlian for biui- 
la before p 173.) O. 
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They could, bring in perfection, bume our rods ; 
With Demades* to make us liko our gods. 

22. 

Indeed to teach they confident pretend, 
All generall vniforme axioms sciential]^ 
Of Truth, that want beginning, haue no end, 
Demonstratiue, infallible, onely essentiull : 
But if these arts containe this mystery. 
It proues them proper to the Deity : 

23. 

Who onely is ctemall, infinite, all-seeing, 
Eucn to the abstract essences of creatures ; 
Which pure transcendent power can liaue no being 

* Tho Greek * extempore * Orator and rival of Demos- 
thenes. The story of his attempting to make Alexander 
tho Great, one of the gods, is told by AthcnuMLs : *' For I 
for my part wonder how tho Athenians allowed him to 
pass unpunished, while they punished Demadey by a fin«j 
of ten talents, because he was for introducing Alexander 
as a god'* (vi. 261 b. edn. Schwoij^hiiusor.) Tho same 
anecdote is found in Aolian (v. 12). Doubtless this is tli»< 
allusion of our Poet. CJ. 

' Archdeacon Hare in his ropy (preserved in Trinity 
College Libniry, Cambridj^o) corrects * scimtificall * as 
in text, to * sciontiall ', and 1 gladly accept it. it. 
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Within man's finite, fraile, imperfect features : 
For proofe, What grounds so generally and 

known, 
But are with many exceptions ouerthrowne ? 

24. 

So that where our philosophers confesse, 

That we a knowledge vniuersall haue, 

Our ignorance in particulars wo expresse : 

Of perfect demonstration, who it gaue 

One cleare example ? Or since Time hegan, 
What one true forme found out by wit of Man ? 

25. 

Who those characteristicall Ideas 

Conceiues, which science' of the Godhead be ? 

But in their stead we raise and mould tropheas,* 

Formes of opinion, Wit, and Vanity, 

Which we call Arts ; and fall in loue with these, 



^ Here and throughout = knowledge, as in 1 Timothy, 
vi, 20 " oppositions of science falsely so-called " : another 
of the few overlooked words in Mr. W. A. Wright's Bible 
Hand Book. G. 

' The transition-form of trophies. But see stanza 46th, 
and Fame and Honour, stanzas 13th and 29th, and else- 
where. G. 




I 



' A« did I'ygnialion with liis caned iroe;^ 
' For which man, all tliu life they here enioy, 
' Still flght, oa for Iho Ht^knn of their Troy. 

2G. 

llcnce doo wo out of words creuto us Arts ; 
Of which the people notwithstanding be 
}|f uatcTs, und without rnlo doe tliem import : 
Boason we muke an Art ; yet none agree 

What thia true Boason ia ; nor yot haue powen, 

To Icncll others' reason vnto ours. 

27. 

Nature we draw to Art, which thi>u t'orHokos 
To be horeelfe, when she with Art combines ; 
Who in the secrets of her owno wombe mokes 
The loud-stone, Sea, the aoules of mca, and winder 
' Strong instances to put oil Arts to sehoole, 
' And proue the scicnce-moDger but a foole. 



Kuy wo doe bring the influence of sliures, 
Yea Ood Himsclfe euen, vndor moulds of Arts ; 
Yot ntl our Arts cannot prenoilo no ikrru. 



Cf. Ovid, JEit. X. M3. 



/ 
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As to confirmc our eyes, resoluc our hearts, 

* Whether the heauens doe stand still or moue, 
' Were framed hy Chance, Antipathic, or Loue. 

29. 

Then what is our high-prais'd Philosophic, 
But hookes of poesie, in prose compil'd ? 
Farre more delightfuU than they fruitfull be, 
* Witty apparance,* Guile that is beguiled ; 
Corrupting minds much rather than directing, 
The ttUay' of Duty, and our Pride's erecting. 

30. 

For as among Physitians, what they call 
Word-Ma gike, neuer helpeth the disease, 
Which dniggcs and dyct ought to deale withall,' 
And by their reall working giue vs ease : 
So these Word-sellers haue no power to cure 
The passions which corrupted Hues endure. 

* = appearance. William Browne has * apparancie ' . 

*• Whoso fain&d gesture doe entrap our youth 
With an apparancie of simple truth." 

(Brit. Past, by Haaditt, Vol. I. p. 77.) 
ovtTlooke<l by Mr. Hazlitt in his glosearial notes. G. 
^ Alloy. G. 

> = with. So Bacon in '* Advancement " — " doth endue 
the mind uithar'. (as before, p 24) G. 
11. — B 
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31. 

Yet not asham'd these Verbalists still are, 
From youth, till age or study dimme their eyes. 
To engage the Grammar rules in ciuill warre, 
For some small sentence which they patronize ; 
As if our end liu'd not in reformation, 
But verbes or nounes' true sense, or declination.* 

32. 

Musike instracts me which be lyrike moodes :' 
Let her instruct me rather how to show 
No weeping voyce for losse of Fortune's goods. 
Geometric giues measure to the Earth below : 
Rather let her instruct me, how to measure 
What is enough for need, what fit for pleasure. 



* = decline. So Bacon in ** Ailvunccment " and 
" EiJ8ayo8 ", as before. Tlie hitter '* tho (hcUuation of a 
monarchy" (p 94). It may bo noted tliat thoso two 
Btanziu} ha\'inf? boon cleverly aiiuptt-<l anil quoted by Mr. 
8inger as against certain Shakcsperi'un editors and com- 
mentators, gave occasion to a v<'r\' irate controvei-Hv, not 
unworthy of transference to thr next edition of the 
*' Quarrels of Authors ". S<»e N<»tes and (^uerii's, seeoinl 
Series, V. pp, 289, 4()8. (r. 

' Cf. St. 9th. ami relative \<»te, with quotation from 
Milton. G. 
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33. 

Shee teachcth, how to lose nought in my hounds, 
And I would leame with ioy to lose them all : 
This artist showos which way to measure rounds,* 
But I would know how first man's minde did fall. 
How great it was, how little now it is, 
And what that knowledge was which wrought 
vs this ? 

34. 

What thing a right line is, the learned know ; 

But how auailes that him, who in the right 

Of life and manners, doth desire to grow? 

What then are all tJiese humane arts and lights f 
Bui nean of errors? in whose depths who sounds 
Of 2 ruth finds onely shadowes, and no ground, 

35. 

Then if our Arts want power to make vs better, 
What foole will thinke they can vs wiser make ? 
Life is the wisdomc. Art is but the letter. 
Or shell, which oft men for the kemell take ; 
In rooodes and figures moulding vp deceit, 
To make each science rather hard, than great. 



^ Circk'8 ? Cf. Shakcflpearo '* 'Iha round and top of 
loTort'ignty " (Macbeth iv. 1) and **with rounds of waxen 
upen '* (** Merry wivos of Windaor iv. 4). O. 
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36. 

And as in grounds, which salt by nature yeeld, 
No care can make retumc of other graine : 
So who with bookes their nature ouer-build, 
Lose that in practise, which in Arts they gaine ; 
That of our Schoolcs it may be truely said, 
Which former times to Athens did vpbraid : 

37. 

* That many came first wise men to those Schooles ; 

* Then grew Philosophers, or Wisdome-mongers ; 
' Next Bhetoricians, and at last grew fooles.^ 
Nay it gp*eat honour were to this Booke-hunger, 

If our Schools' dreams could make their scho- 
lars see 
What imperfections in our natures be. 

38. 

But these vaine Idols^ of humanity, 

As they infect our wits, so doc they staine 



> From my note-book I find this Saying credited to 
Mcnedemus by Bp. Jeremy Taylor, as follows : •* The 
young boys that went to Athens, the first year were wise 
men ; the second year, philosophers ; the third year, mere 
orators ; and the fourth but plebeians, and understood 
nothing but their own ignorance." , G. 

« The ' idola ' of Bacon's " Instauration *•. G. 
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Or bindc our inclinutions, borne more free. 
While the nice Alchymio of this proud veine 

Makes some grow blindc, by gazing on the skic ; 

Others, like whclpes, in wrangling elcnchs^ die. 

39. 

And in the best, tohere science multipliee^ 
Man mult ipliei with it his care o/minde : 
While in the worst, these swelling harmonies. 
Like bellowes, fill vnquiet hearts with winde, 
To blow the fame of malice, question, strife, 
Both into publike States and priuate life.' 

40. 

Nor is it in the Schooles alone where Arts 
Transform themselucs to Craft, Knowledge to 

Sophistry, 
Truth into Rhetorike ; since this wombe imparts. 



^ A term of Logic : = Ticious or follaciouB arg^umenta. 
From tho Latin eUinehua through the Greek *cX€709 and 
hence our modem abbreviation * clinch an argument*. 
Bacon in hia * Advancement ' uaes it frequently, ^n^ 
voce Mr. ^^V. A. Wright in his Qlosiuiry to his edition, 
defiuea tho term u * syllogism by which the advenary u 
forced to contradict himself: ' See 'Advancement ' page 
159, I 18, 2o: piige 160, 1 14. G. 

^ Sue sttinzu 52nd. G. 
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Through all the practice of humanity, 
Corrupt, sophisticall, chymicaU* alwayes ; 
Which snare the subiect and the king betray cs. 

41. 

Though there most dangerous, where wit serveth 

Might, 
To shake diuine foundations and humane. 
By painting ^dces and by shadowing right, 
Which tincture of probahile^ prophane, 

Vnder false colour giuing Truth such rates. 

As Power may rule in chiefe through all estates.' 

42. 

For which respects, Learning hath found distaste 

In (Jouemments, of great and glorious fame ; 

In Lacedemon scorned and disgrae'd 

As idle, vaine, eflfeminate, and hmic : 

Engins that did vn-niau the mindes of. men 
From action, to seeke glorie in a deu. 

43. 

Yea Rome it selfe, wliile tliere in her remainM 

^ — al-cliviiiicitl r G. 

m 

^ Transitiou-l'orm of piolmblu. (1. 
^ =^ Ktat«'8, coiiditioij.s, us in Bacon's " A«lv;inc< nn nl " ; 
(an brlon." pp 13,23, 43.) (i. 
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That antient, ingenuous austerity, 

The Greekc professors from her wals restrained, 

And with the Turke they still exiled he : 

We finde in God's Law curious arts reprou'd ; 

Of man's inventions no one Schoole approu'd. 

44. 

IJesides, by name this high Philosophy 
Is in the Gospell term'd * a vaine deceipt ' ;' 
And caution giuen, by way of prophecy 
Against it, as if in the depth and height 
Of spirit, the Apostle clearely did foresee 

That in the end corrupt the Schoole-men would, 
God's true Religion, in a heathen mould : 

45. 

And not alone make flesh a deity, 

liut gods of all that fleshly Sense brings forth : 

(line mortall nature immortality, 

Yet thinke all but time present nothing worth : 
An angel-pride, and in vs much more voinc, 
Since what they could not, how should wo 
attaine ? 



' Art* xix. 1—19 and cf. 2 Timothy ii. 16. G. 
' < olfix<«iac4 II 8. G. 
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46. 

For if Man's wisedomes, lawes, arts, legends, 
schooles, 

Bo built vpon the knowledge of the evill ; 

And if these trophies be the onely tooles, 

Which doe maintaine the kingdome of the diuell ; 
If all these Babels had the curse of tongues, 
So as confusion still to them belongs : 



47. 



Then can these moulds neuer containe their Maker, 
Kor those nice formes and different beings show, 
Which figure in His works, truth, wisdome, nature; 
The onely obiect for the soule to know : 

Th$se ArtSy moulds^ tcorkes can hut expresse the 
n'nne, 

Whence by man's foil ie^ his fall did hoginne. 



48. 



Againt*. if all man's fleshly organs rest 
Vnder that curse, as out of doubt tliey doe ; 
If skie, sea, Earth, lye vndtT it opprest, 
As tainted with that taste of errors too ; 
In this mortalitie, this strange ])riuatiou, 
What knowledge stands but sei!be of declinutiori ? 
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49. 

A science neuer scientificall, 

A rhapsody of questions controuerted ; 

In which because men know no truth at all. 

To euery purpose it may be conuerted : 

ludge then what grounds this can to other 
give, 

That waned* euer in it selfe must Hue ? 

50. 

Besides, the soule of man, prince of this Earth, 
That liuely image of God's truth and might, 
If it haue lost the blisse of heauenly birth, 
And by transgression dimme[d] that piercing light, 
Wliich from their inward natures, gaue the name 
To euery creature, and described the same 



.a 



51. 

If this be stain'd in essence as in shrine, 

Though all were pure, whence she collects, diuides 

Good, ill ; falsi*, true ; things humane or diuine ; 



* Query = fluctuating, unstable waTcring ? Periiaps 
this elucidate Shakespeare in Coriolanus (iL 2) " he 
voted indifferently 'twixt doing **. G. 

' Genesis ii. 19. G. 
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Yet teller e ths lud^e ufaUe, tolMt truth ahidt^ ? 
Falso both the obiects, iudge, and method be ; 
AVhat be those arts then of humanity ? 

52. 

But stningc chimera's,* borac of mortall Seusc ; 
Opinion's curious moulds, wherein she casts 
Elcnchcs,^ begot by false intelligence 
lictwcene our Reason's and our Sense's tast : 

Binding man's niinde with Earth's imposture' 
line,*"* 

For euer looking \-p to things diuiue : 

5.^. 

AMiereby, euen as the Truth in euery heart 
BcfiiR's our fleshly humor and aftection ; 



^ !Sii'\ thii tmiisitioii-fonii, with ai>ot»tropho, of the 
plural of chiint.'ni : and thus thruughuut as, iu 'iJia'»* 
elsfwhrn;. ({. 

* Cf. Htanza 38th and ri'lative note*. G. 
^ = the ai)i)arrnt h(»rizon. This Is illustnitcKi bv Dr. 
l)<>nn«s as pointiKi out t«» nu? by Mr. W. A. "Wriirht, a.* 
L'fore: 

*' but whrro he rose to day 

He conies no mi>re hut with a cozmhtg line 
Stials by thatjxunt and so is »er|H?utino *' 
O-dn. 1G09, p 211). Not*' that '/c/r' in »*for vuer lookiii;? 
vi>** is from, against. G. 
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rilut ihcy moT coslitT scrue tho better pnrt, 
Know, nnd obuy the Wisedome to perfection ; 
Thew dreames embody' and engrosse tho miuilr', 
To make tho nobler servo the baser kiml. 

54. 

In Ittjise to God tliough thus the World rcinuiues, 

Yet doth she with dimme'" pycs in chnos'd light,*' 
Ktriue, ftudy, search through all her fioito vi'iuua, 
To be, utid know — without God— Infinite ; 

To which end eloj'sters, cella, Schooles, she 
erect-. ; 

falie moulilt, (hat whiU thfij Janhimt, dot in/ort. 

"Whence all mim'f fleshly idols* being built, 

— As humane Wisedonie, SeJence, Towir, utid 

Arts— 
Vpon the false fonndation of his guilt ; 
Confusedly doe weaue within our hearts, 

I =z eO'body, i. e. teDBOnlizo. 0. 

' In Aruhdcaoon Huro'e copy prascrrcd in TViciity Col- 
lege, Cambndgii, this ii correctod ftom 'diuine' into 
' dimmo ' and. a* befum, I hnve accK^IiH) tho cormctioTi. (i. 

' = confiued, iDterminglvd. Ounwii i.> S — 3. O. 
t. ibuiza 3Btl> Rod idative note. G. 



28 OF HUMANE LEABXING. 

Their ownc aduancement, state, and declination,^ 
As things whose beings are but transmutation. 



e 



6. 



Subiect not onely therein vnto Time, 
And all obstructions of misgouemment ; 
But in themselves, when they are most subliuie, 
Like fleshly visions, neucr permanent : 
* Bising to fall, falling to rise againe, 
' And never can, where they are known e 
remaine. 

57. 

But if they scape the violence of Warre, 
— Thai actiue instrument of Barlarisme — 
"With their own nicenesse' thoy traduced' are, 
And like opinion, craftie moulds of schisme ; 
As founded vpon flatteries of Sense, 
Which must with Truth koopo least intelli^t nco 

But in darke succcssiuo Ignorantc 

Some times lye shadowe.l, and although not ilrad, 

* Of. Btanza 3 1st and relative note. (?. 
'-* Cf. Shakc*«i)t»an.' : Cymheliiio iii. 4. O. 
^ = condennud. G. 
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i Tt't sliTping, lill tht- turnira of Change or {'iiniifi 
I Dw — in their rtstlesso chariots gamiihetl. 
Among Uw cloudy mcti-or'a mado of cnith — 
Uiui; them agnin, to scourge the world, nc 
birth. 



Thus, till man end, his vanities goc- round, 
In credit here, and there discredited ; 
Striuing to bindc, and ucuer to be bouDd, 
To goueme God, and not bee govemtd : 
'Vi'hich is the cause his life is thus confused, 
la Ilia comiption, by the»o arta abused. 



Here ko we tben the vaiuencsse and defect 
Of Schoolcs, Arts, and all else that man doth know ; 
Yet shall wee straight resolve, that by neglect 
Of science, Nature doth the richer grow ? 
That fffnoranet %» th« moihtr of Ihuotion,' 
Sinet SehooUi gtw th*m that Uath lhi», tuck 
promotion? 

' A common-plaM in tlie Cantroreny with PapiBts— 
using tho nami) hieloiicotlj — but it oecma impossible to 
trace its Brst cmpldymcDL. St Augiutiue has " Jgnoraolis 
maltr etimirtlionu" ^Conf, liii. 21.]. U. 
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6(. 

Vo^ no ; amongst the wont let her come in. 
As Nnrse and Mother vnto euery lust ; 
Bince who eommit iniustice, often sinne 
Beeanae they know not what to each is inst ; 
Intemperance doth oft onr natures winne, 
Bocanse what's foule, yndecent, wcethinkcbest^ 
And hy misprision so grow in the rest 

62. 

Han must not therefore rashly science scome, 
' But choose, and n^ad with care ; since Learning is 
' A finnch of grapes sprvng vp among the themes 
' Where, bnt by caution, none the harm can misse ; 
* Nor Art's true riches read to vnderstand, 
' Bnt shall, to please his taste, offend his hand« 

63. 

For us the "World by Time still more declincH, 
Both from the truth and wisedomo of Crcution i. 
So at the Truth she more and more repines, 
As making host to her lost declination. 
Therefore if not to cure/ yet to refine 
Her stupidncssc, as well as Ostentation, 



^ Misprinted * caro *, and so coutiuutxi by Suuthey. G. 



OF HUM AXE LEAKXIXO. 31 

Lot vs sot straight that Industrie agaiuc, 
Wliich else as foolish proves, as it is vaino. 

64. 

Yet here, before we can dii-ect man's choice, 

We must diuide Goil's children from the rest ; 

Since these pure soules — who only know His 
voice — 

Haue no art, but obedience, for their test : 
A mystery betweene God and the man, 
Asking and giuing farre more tlian we can. 

65. 

Let vs then respite these, and first behold 
The World, with all her instruments, waies, ends ; 
What keepos proportion, what must be control'd ; 
Which be her enemies, and which her friends ? 

That so we best mav counsell, or decree 

The vanity can neurr wi<*er botv 

m 

^Wherein to guide man's choice to auch a mood, 
As all the world may iudge a worke of merit ; 
I wish all curions sciences let blood. 
Superfluous purg'd from wantonncssc of spirit : 
For though the world be built vpon excessc. 
Yet by confusion shee must nee<ls grow lease : 



or arxAVE leauom. 
67. 

For man being finite both in wit, time, might, 
Hi0 di^es in vanitie may be misqwnt ; 
Ifm ihefefim must stand higher than delight, 
9lm active hate a fimiUesse inatnunent : 
80 mnit the World thooe boaie idle fiwles, 
That aerre no other maifcet than the Schoolcs. 

68. 

Ajj^nA, the actine, necessarie arta^ 

Oo^it to be briele in bookes, in practise long; 

Short preeepta may extend to many parts ; 

The piaetioe mnst be large, or not be strong. 
And M ijf mrUI«99^ 0tdie%^ SUiiei 0uer waim* : 
8$ im iMtj^ wk$r§ them vmU9m dreamers rei§me. 

69. 

For if these two be in one ballancc wcigh'd. 
The artlcssc vse beares down the Tselesso art ; 
With mad men, else how is the madd'st obey'd, 
Bnt by degrees of rage in actiue hearts ? 

> » UnakUful : and ao st. 69Ui, line 2nd. llvrrick 
umi it in his fiunous '* Lctanie'* : 

** When the eriltsM doctor icos 
No one hope but of his fees.** 

(IlaiMtfs III rriok p 372) G. 
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While Contemplation doth the world distract, 
With vaiue idea's,* which it cannot act. 

70. 

And in this thinking vndigestcd notion, 

Transformcs all beings into atomi ; 

Dissolacs, builds not; nor rests, nor gets by 
motion ; 

Heads being lease than wombes of vanity : 

Which visions make all humane arts thus tedious, 
Intricate, yaine, endlessc, as they proue to vs. 

71. 

The World should therefore her instructions draw 
Backe vnto life and actions, whence they came ; 
That practice, which gaue being, might giue law, 
To make them short, cleare, fruitful! vnto man ; 
As God made all for vse ; euen so must she. 
By chance and vse, vphold her mystery. 

72. 

' Besides, where Learning, like a Caspian Sea, 
* Hath hitherto receiu'd all little brookes. 



* The transition-form, with apostrophe, as before, in 
chimera's: but c£ stanza 115 and 116. G. 
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'Bcuour'd their swectnesse, borne their ngmes 

away, 
* And in her grecnessc hid their ch'-ystall lookes ; 
*■ Let her turne Ocean now, aad giue backe more 
' To those cleare springs, than she rec<»u'd be- 
fore. 

73. 

Let her that gathered rules empciiall. 

Out of particular experiments. 

And made meere* contemplation oTf theok all. 

Apply them now to speciall intents ; 
That she and mutuall Action, may maintaine 
Themselues, by taking, what thoy ^ue againe. 

74. 

And whore the progrossc was to finde the cause 
First by cffocts out, now her regresso should 
runiie Art directly vnder Xaturo's lawcs • 
And all elfccts so in their causes mould : 

As fraile man Iiu^ly without sehoolc of smart,' 
Might see successes commiug in an Art. 



' r=: Absolute. S() ShakcHpoare : 

" I have onp^agoJ myself to a dear friend, 
Engaj^cd my friend to a ntsere cnemv.'* 
(lien linni ol V< nice iii. 2). So too Bacon ** EnsaTQi " »» 
before. G. 

» Smart = raia. O. 
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75. 

For Sciences from Xatiire should bo drawno, 
As Arts from practise, neuer out of bookes ; 
AVhoso rules are onely left with Time in pawne, 
To show how in them vse, and Nature lookes, 
Out of which light, they that Arts first began, 
Pierc'd further than succeeding ages can. 

76. 

Since how should water rise aboue her founttiinc ? 

Or spirits rule-bound see beyond that light ? 

So as if bookes be man's Parnassus mountainc, 

Within tliem no Arts can be infinite ; 
Nor any multiply himselfe to more, 
But still grow lesse than he that went before. 



Againe, art should not like a curtizan 

Change habits, <lressing graces euery diy ; 

But of her termes one stable counterpane* 

Still ke(!pe, to shun ambiguous allay ;* 
That youth in definitions once recciu'd, 
— As in kings standards— might not be deceiu'd. 



* CounteriKirt : a legal tenn meaning <jno of two deedH 
or imifutured. Sec our iMlition of Dr. Sibbus'd workd for 
hifl " Counterpane of a Chrirttiau'tf Charter.' ' G. 

* Alloy, aa l>efore. G. 



78. 

T» whitli true onJ, in cuery Art there «houhl 
(Jiiti or two Authors be select*^ mit, 
Til rut tfai' loiirnoni in & constant monlil : 
WIio if nut falstly, yet else go atKrut. 
And as tliu bubes by maiiy nnrees, doe 
Oft chiingc condiliona, an'l complexions' tnv. 



Tlio Ifltp Hurttcyci, tliut »i)irit of GuucmiiDunt, 
ISTucli moaida and teaipors all iht-^i- wruing Arts, 
ShoiiH take, in ehoosingout lit instruniontd 
To iud^o men's iaclinntioni imd their parts ; 

Tliut Biiokos, Art«, Natureti. may well fitted be, 
To hol'l vp this WorWs eiirions mysteir}-. 



First denlinu with licr cliiefo commanding Art, 
The outward Chiirthcs, wliicli their ensigncs beara 



' The cbiintitulion both of mind and body : Bacon's 
" Advooccmunt " pp 12, 16S. Ucocc it denoloa n nitiiml 
londoncj- or inciiimtion. Comp. Khalespcoro, Upusufc 
for MoMuro, iii, i, 2* : 

' Tlion nrt not cprtain 
Vi'T ihy c-m/'l/ti'iii -"hitmtohlninKoefftelJ" 
After the unKiii". (Mr. W. A. Wrigbl, as befonv) O. 
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So iiiixt witli [>o\ver und onift in euery part, 
As any shape liut Tnitli, may enter there : 
All whose hypociisies, thus built on passion, 
Can yet nor being giue, nor constant fashion. 

81. 

YiiT though the words she vse, secmc leuels* truo 
And strong, to show the crookednesse of Error ; 
Yet in the inward man there's nothing new, 
But masked euill, which still addeth terror, 
Helping the vanity to buy or sell. 
And rests as seldome as it labours well. 

82. 

Besides their Schoolemons' sleepy speculation, 

* Dreaming to comprehend the Deity 

* In humane lleason's finite eleuation ; 
AVhile they make Sense seat of Eternity, 

Must bury Faith, wliosc proper obiects are 
God's mysteries : aboue our lleason farrc. 

83. 

Besides, these nymphs of Nemesis still worko 
Nets of opinion, to entangle spirits ; 
And in the shadow of the Godliead lurke. 



* Sec Vol 1., Htnnza 223, line 4, and rolatire not©. O. 
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Building ft Qiibel Tpon fuithlusBe moiits ; 
Whence fomie aud matter nener can Bgre«, 
To mnkc one Church ufChristianitio. 



The Ancient Church wliich did Buococd that %ht, 
In which the lowes' high-pne§t-hooil iiistly fell, 
More fftithfully endeauour'd to mite, 
And thurcby ncerer eamo to doing well ) 
Seaet reneoling curious mysteries, 
TsIbsso imforc'd by man's impictits, 



And when that disobedience necda would iXeaitf 
With hidden knowledge, topropbiine her M:dccr; 
Or Tndcr questions contradiction ntcold, 
Then wisely vnderlakes this vndt'rtn1c<'r. 

With powerful] Coiincels Hut iti.nh' Knwnmte ; 

Not arguments, which stillc maintaine dispute. 

87. 

So were it to he wish'd, cath kingdome would 

Within her proper soueraignity. 

Seditions, Schismes, and stiiinge opinions mould 

By Synods, to a actled vnity ; 

Such, as though Error priuatoly did hnrme. 
Yet publikcSehisniesmightnot so freely swaTin% 



n 
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88. 

For though the World and Man can neuer frame 

These outward moulds to cast God's chosen in ; 

Is'or giue His Spirit where they giue His Name ; 

Tliat power being neuer granted to the sinne :^ 
Yet in the world those orders prosper best, 
Which from the Word in seeming, varie least. 

89. 

Since therefore she brookes^ not Diuinity, 
But Superstition, lleresie, Schisme, Kites, 
Traditions, Legends, and Hypocrisie ; 
Let her yet forme those visions in the light, 

To represent the Truth she doth despise ; 

And, by that likeiiesse, prosper in her lies. 

90.=» 

To which end let her raise the discipline, 
And practise of repentance, piety, louo ; 



* = siDner. Hero u«ed for rhyme's sake. G. 

t =; digest. So Shakospcare, *' cannot brook competitors 
in \oy*i'\ (Titus Andruoicua ii, 1) and ^^in^leuco can 
brook to be comniandod," (CoriolauuB i, 1) and frequently. 

(;. 

•* MiM-mimTM»ro<l * 89 ' and the error continued until cor- 
rectMiu '137*. G. 




M W iA bj us ilnv fc ■■ ■! frnn kboDe ; 
Vvddar, tiMB|:& ske fakte the B«d, 
Bnat ftm tkn TarTiI is kmSr radmbwd. 

91. 

Lmto W her M9ct dhM4» arts Hid natramnts, 
OTvUcb Ok MBfy Wal teiiM he. 
Out of tboN tMM vwdiP a Ood'a T(BtaBE9t% 
Vhen omaian it tk* tHi of pafine ; 

Bu in the wocU • b^w Kaf* tWjr take. 

And cBw ■» man wanilii tfcaa yercfcapea thtf 

93. 

Thatr bttoi: tlinv nioiTv' thlUmi of iCanir. 

Not fonn'd ji ■■- '■ ^ ■' ■■ \ .-- ■ •■._ VIljI:!. 

Bot ralhei ;l- ■ 

* VhoK diuerse spirits in Time's prcaent light, 
•Will yet teach kings to order and rvilacc, 
' Those abstract rules of truth, to rules of vse. 

■ The Tea CmomuMliiiaita. Sa of the £«Tinga of the 
Lmd DO the CcCM, *tha aerca totiJi'. It ia uaei by 
Shakespean; uul Bacon ai ^ mottu. For the fonnfr rt-e 
Peridea iL 2. 11 : (or the lattex " AdTancrmeDt '' aa bu- 
fore (p 98). O. 

* Sec lUaia 73td and reUtirc note G. 



A 
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93. 

Therefore as shadowes of those laws diuine, 
They must assist Churcli-censurc, punish Error, 
Since when, from order, Nature would decline. 
There is no other natiue cure but terror ; 
By discipline, to keepe the doctrine free, 
That Paith and Power still relatiues may be. 

94. 

Let this faire hand-maid then the Church attend, 
And to the wounds of conscience adde her paincs, 
Tliat ])nuate hoai-ts may \Tito publike ends 
t^till ^ouoin'd be, by Order's easie raines ;* 
And by eflect, make manifest the cause 
Of happy States, to be religious lawes. 

95. 

Their second noble office is, to keepe 
Mankinde ^'pright in trafficke of his owne, 
Tluit fearelesse each may in his cottage sleepe, 
Socur'd that right shall not be ouerthrowno ; 
Persons indifferent, reall arts in prise. 
And in no other priuiledgc made wise. 



reius, as iu btanza 9th of ' Warres *. G. 
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Lnstly, aa linkcs betwixt mankuide and kings, 
Liiwcs sufcly must protect obedience, 
Vnder those soucraigne, nil embracing wings, 
■^'hich from beneath ospect a rcucrence : 

That like the Oeean, with her little Bptings, 
We for our aweot may fooli! the salt of kings. 

97. 

I'hysifke, with hor fiiirc fiiond 1 hilosophic, 

Come next in ranke, as woll as reputation ; 

■Whose proper subitct ia ilortulitie : 

Wliitih cannot reach that principal! Creation, 

Mixturea of nature, curious mystery. 

Of timelessu time, or bodie's trans in ututioa ; 

Nor eompn'hend the infinite dcgreos 

Of i|ualitios, and their stningi- operation ; 

' WlwiKV: both, vpon tJif second cimsos fjrxHin.l.-d. 

■ Must' iusUy by tin- first cause, be coiifouudfd. 



Theroforo, let theae whiih deckc this house of clar 
And by exppsse of man's corruption gaino. 
Know pnibiibililic is nil thfy may : 



ricjrroclea hy Soutliry 
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For to demonstrate they cannot attaine : 
Let labour, rest, and dyet be their way 
Man's natiue beat and moistnre to maintains. 
As health's true base, and in disea«; jtrtfCtsiA ; 
* Rather by what they know than wliat Uurj' r^ad, 

99. 

Next after comes that politicke philoiiophi/.% 

Whose proper obiects, forme and msiiiern arts ; 

In which she oft corrupts her myut/rry, 

By grounding Order's offices too farrc 

* On precepts of the heathen, hurnourM of kiri^, 
Customes of men, and Time h vncormUmt w\up;n, 

100. 

Besides, what can be certaine in thfrn; artu. 

Which cannot yeeld a generall projK/^ition, 

To force their bodies out of natiue part« ? 

But like things of mechanical 1 condition, 

Must borrow that therewith th<;y do<; conclude, 
And so not perfect nature, but d<'lud«j, 

101. 

Redresse of which cannot come from below, 

But from that orbe, where jKiwer exaltcrd raigncs ; 

To onlei, iudgr*, to goveine, and bestow 
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' So tliat I'roin life since liuely words proceed, 
* What otlier Graaimar doe our natures need ? 

105. 

Lof^ike comes next, who with the tyrrany 
Of subtile rules, distinctions, termes, and notions, 
C-oritbunds of rcall truth the harmony, 
Distracts the iudgement, multiplies commotion 
In memory, man's wit, imagination. 
To (limme the clcare light of his o\vti creation. 

106. 

Hence striue the Schooles, by first and second 

kinds 
Of substances, by essence and existence; 
That Trine' and yet Ynitedncsse diuino 
To compreliend and image to the sense ; 
As doe the misled superstitious minds, 
JJy tliis one rule or axiom taken thence ; 

Locke ' where the whole is, there the parts must 
be/ 

Thinke they demonstrate Christ's ubiquity.^ 



' Cf. our rhincan Fletcher, Vol. TV., 57. 
^ The reference is to Tran»ub»tantiatioD. (Jr. 




The wise ivlonucre tlicn-foro of this Art, 
l[u8t cut off tonnes, distinctions, axioms, 1itw<s, 
8urli as ilc^imil i^ilher in wliolc orpikrt, 
V|ton tliii f>t«uitHl sonsi^ of ifonb iir siiwcs :' 
Ouvlj mlmittiiig prec«pts uf «ucli kinde. 
At without words muy be coucviu'd iu toiudc. 



108. 

Ilhctonki', tu tills u Bister and u twinne, 
U grown a Sircu iu llii! funucs of [ilciuliiig, 
' Captiuing renson, with the piiiutt-d Hltinno 
' Of many wordir ; with umpty sounds misleading 
L ' Vs to folw ends, bj thefc Mse forma' aboHv, 
' • Bring nouor forth that truth whosp name Uioy 



Bosidea, this art, whtru scarcity of worda 
Forc'd bor, (tt tint, to mctnphorike wings. 
Because no language in the Earth affords 
Bufflcient oharactcrs to expresae all things ; 



' Saying or bpt^uchtfl. Sn SlLftke^pcaro 
books, alt fuTina." (Uamlel I., S.) G. 



A 
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* Yet smee, she playes the wanton with this 

nec-d, 
'And Staines the matrcme with the harlot^s 

weed. 



110. 



Whereas those words in eaery tongue are hest, 
Wliich doe most properly express the thought ; 
' For as of pictures, which should manifest 
' The life, we say not that is fineliest wrought, 
' \\liich fairest simply showes, but (aire and 

like: 
* So words must sparke* he of those fire* they 
strike. 

111. 

For the true art of Eloquence indeed. 
Is DotthL) craft of words, but formes of speech, 
Su';h as from liuiiig wisdomcs doe proceed ; 
Whose ends are not to flatter or beseech, 
Insinuate or perswade, but to declare 
W^hat things in Nature, good or evil are. 

112. 

Poesie and Musickc, arts of recreation, 
Succeed, esteem'd as idle men's profession ; 
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Because their scope, being meerely contcntation/ 
Can moue, but not remoue, or make impression 

Really either to enrich the Wit, 

Or, which is lesse, to mend our states by it. 

113. 

This makes the solid iudgements giuc them place, 
* Onely as pleasing sauce to dainty fu«,><l ;^ 
Fine foyles for iewels, or enammel's grace. 
Cast vpon things, which in themselues are good : 
Since if the matter he in nature vile. 
How can it he made 2fi'itioH8 hy a ttile ? 



^ Contentment. So Bacon in " Advance oient " ms 
before (p. 13), *' groat a])pl:iuse and conten'at'On '*. G. 

* Plato in his ' lupublic ' so pronounces on ** iK>csie and 
musk'kr": (I'ook iii., p. -104 Stephen's img^ination^, : but 
the r«'f( -niict.' iii;iy b-^ to Thitareh's lJty*« jVlot»<ri4/;v : 
^Moralia Tom V. iiurs ii., 1131 (edn. Wyttcnbach), and 
again Do Liberia Ediicandis in the Essay, Quomodo Adol- 
cscons pootas autlire debeat ? (Vol. I., pais, i., \A), Hv-re 
* poe.sio ' is Hpokcn of much in the samo 'way oa «n/>r« 
(Dr. C. T. Ramagc, to mo). Dr. Hannah of Trinity 
Col]<\^t«. Crlenalmond, N.B., suc^gcsts that the allusion 
may liavi' c'>mo c contra from the ^r« Poetiea^ (line 374 
&c.) coinlcmninj^ bad poetry and mubic, like bad Aaae«^ 
wbicli w(» would rather disiHjnse with altogother than not 
have good. G. 
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114. 

Yit in thi> lifv. b«»th th«>e play noble part:?; 

The one, to outwaril rhuixh-rites if applied. 

Helps to moue thouj:htjj. while Gud may touch the 
hearts 

With goodnesse, wherein He is magnified : 

And if to Mars we dedicate this art, 

It rai-seth passions, which enlarge the minde, 
And kecpes down passions of the baser kiude. 

Ho. 

The other twinne, if to describe or praise, 
(Joo<lnesse or God, she her ideas frame, 
And like a Maker, her creations raise, 
On lines of truth, it beautifies the same, 
And while it seenieth onely but to please, 
Teaeheth vs order vnder Pleasure's name, 

* Which in a glasse, shows Nature how to 

fashion 

* Her selfe againe, by ballancing of passion. 

116. 

Li*t therefore humane Wistnlomc vse both these, 
As things not pretious in their proper kind ; 
The one a harmony to moue and please ; 
* If studied for it selfe, disease of mind : 



4 
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The next — ^like Nature — doth ideals raise, 
Teaches and makes ; but hath no power to biudf : 

Boihf ornaments to life and other uirtn^ ^ 

Whiles they doe serve and not possesw our hr^rtt, j 

t 

117. I 

The grace and disgrace of this following trainc, 
Arithmetike, Geometrie, Astronomy, 
llests in the artisan's Industrie or veine, 
Not in tlie whole, the parts or symmctrio : 

Which being onely number, measure, time ; 

All following Nature, help her to refine. 

118, 

And of these Arts it may be said agnine. 
That since their theoricke^ is infinite, 

* Of infinite there ran no arts roniaine : 

* Besides, they stand by curtosie, not right ; 

* Who must tlu'ir principles as granted cninv, 

* Or else acknowledge they no being haue. 

119. 

Tlieir theoricke then must not waine their vm\ 
But by a practise in materiall tilings. 



I Theory: ami 80 stiinza 119th, liuo l«t. O. * 

( 

t 

i 
I 
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Itiithor awiikc ticit drcumiog vaine nhuso 
Of lines, without broudth ; without fc-nthors, wings : 
So that their botincllesscncs.tc may bounded bo, 
In workcH, and arta of our Humunitj'. 

120, 

But for the most part those profetisurs are, 
So molted and traiiRportod into these ; 
And with tht: uhstmct 8Wullow»jd up »o farre 
Ah they toso trufficko, comfort, tbu, and ihwo : 

And are, tike tre^i»ure« wliich Btrongo spirits 
giinrded.' 

Neither to be enioy'd, n^r yot di^icnrtled. 

121. 

Then must ihi^ reformation of them ho. 

By oarrring on the vigor of them all. 

Through ouch profosaion of Humanity, 

Military, and mystoriea mcchotiicaU : 

Whereby thL-ir abstract formes yet atomia'd,* 
May bo embodied, and by doing pris'd. 



' As in logcods of tht) UuiperidM onward. 0. 
■ Cudworth in bin latellectiul Sjrstcm hai ■* Iliaj did 
Blamiu but not atboiw" and " thoy atimiu and abo 
theologize " (i, fil, 7* : aditiDii 18W.) O. 
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122. 

As for example, Buildings of all kinds ; 

Ships, houses, halls, for humane i)olicy ; 

Camps, bulwarkes, forts, all instruments of Wane * 

Surueying, nauigation, husbandry, 

Trafiickc, exchange, accompts, and all snch 
other, 

* As, like good children, do adnance their 

mother. 

123. 

For thus, these Arts passe, whence tbey came to 

life, 
Circle not round in selfe-imagination, 
Begetting^lines upon an abstract wife, 
As children^ borne for idle contemplation ; 

* But in the practise of man's wisedome giue 

* Meancs, for the "World's inhabitants to line. 

124. 

Lastly, the vse of all vnlawfull Arts 

Is mainc abuse ; whose acts and contemplation 

Equally founded vpon erased* parts, 

Arc onely to be cur'd by extirpation : 



^ CruBhed, weakened s crazed. Q. 
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The rule being true, that what at first is ill, 
Grow worse hi/ vse, or by refining will, 

125. 

* Now as the bullion, which in all Estates, 

* The standard beares of soucraignity ; 

* Although allaid^ by characters or rates 

* Moulded in wisedome or necessitio, 

' Gets credit by the stampe, abouo his worth, 
* To buy or sell, bring home or carry forth : 

126. 

Eu'n so, in these corrupted moulds of Art, 
Which while they doe conformc, reforme vs not ; 
If all the false infections they impart 
Be shadowed thus, thus formally be wrought; 

Though what works goodnesse onely makes men 
wise ; 

Yet Power thus masked may finely tyrannize. 

127. 

And let this seme to make all people see. 
The vanity is crafty, but not wise ; 
Chance or occasion, her prosperitie, 



^ Alloyed or mized. G. 



And biit nilnantagv in her bend, no r; 
lYltth ii nn evunullor h atrttt Iht m 
And in Ai<i ownf ithi) urit&r Ihan Ihi dfuiU ' 




In which cornipt I'onfugion let tsK-duo 
Tbo ranity, with hor sopliUlicuUiMis ; 
Pci:«H'd bjr that wherewith ahu wuuld docriop, 
Pnjring and jMiiit, with vaiut- imat^wutions ; 
f.Thnnpng, romiptinK. tnuliii); hope and fraro, 
Uiatraii nT Tfrtucs which tiho citnnot boare. 



And M roturue to thustt pnro, bum 

WliO if tbi-y haub a latitude in taxy. 

Of all tlieati vuino, tnuluciug, humane fratUTM, 

"Wlictv, uiit i)f unt' root doe proci'cd si 
They must be sparing, few, and onely such, 
Ashelpc obodi(.'Dcc, stirre not pride too much: 

i;tO. 

For in the world, not of it, since they be ; 

Like passcngccs, their ends must be to take 

Ouelylthose blessinps of mortality, 

AVhich He thut made nil, fashion'd for their aakc : 
Not fixing louc, hope, sorrow, cure, or feare, 
On nioi-tuU blossoms, which must dye tu bcore. 



/ 



^ 
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131. 

• 

With iiuiny linkes, an cciiiall glonous chaine 
Of hopc3 eternall, those pure* people frame ; 
Yet but one forme and metall it containes, 
Keasou and passion, being there the same : 

* Which wel-Iiuck't chaine they fixe vnto the 
sky, 

Not to draw heauen downe, but earth vp by.' 



132. 

Their arts, laws, wisedome, acts, ends, honors 

being 
All stiimp'd and moulded in th' Eternall breast; 



* Southcy misprinta *poor*. G. 

^ See Bacon's " Advuncoment " as before, pp 10 and 
109 : the reference is to Homer, Iliad, viii. 19. and Mr. 
Wright also gives Plato, Theaet, i. 153 c. Bacon's words 
are, " the allegory of the poets, ho will easily believe, that 
the highest link of nature's chain need bo tied to the foot of 
Jupiter's chair " : and "The heathen themselves conclude 
urt much in that excellent and divino fable of the golden 
chain : that men and gods were not ablo to draw Jupiter 
down to the earth : but contrariwise Jupiter was able to 
dniw them up to heaven." So Sir John Daviesiu ** Noscn 
TripHUUi** ( { 8. ) and many c<»utemporaries in verse and 
proHe. G, 
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Beyond which truth, what can be worth thtir 

seeing, 
Thiit as false wiscdomes all things else detest ? 
Wherby their workes are rather great than 

many, 
More than to know and doe they haae not any. 

133. 

Foi Earth and earthynesse it is alone. 
AVliich onuics, strifes,* hate?, or is malecontcnt : 
Which meteors vanish must from this cloore zoc<, 
AVhero each thoujjht is on his Cn^ator bi»nt ; 

And whoHi both kings and people should aspiii\ 

To fix all other motions of desire. 

134. 

lU'iico liaiie they latitudes, whertin thfV muv 
Study sea, skie, ayre, Earth, as tlu-v eniov this: 
(onti'Miplatc the creation, state. «U cav 
Ofmurtall thiug:<, in thrni that inisimplov thini: 

• Pnsrruc the body to obey the mindo 

* AMiorrc the error, yet loiu humane kindi'.' 



' Cf. Sir John B.aumont Bart., ln■.Vw*^ j.^^,^, ^,, ;•• 
111. in'.iy ..f IWn Joiisun in our ro^ai* of Sir J^.Ln IV-- 
iiiMnt. I'.irt. {y'-i^f)) 

"So ho obsorvtHl thr hk^ decorum, w'lfjv^ 

111- wliipt the vicos and yet >p«r*U th^. ni^n." G. 
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135. 

Salomon knew Nature both in herbes, plants, beasts ; 

Vs'd tlicm for health, for honour, pleasure, gaine ; 

* Yet, that abundance few crownes wel digest, 
Let his example, and his booko maintaine : 
Kings, who haue trauail'd through the Vanity, 
Can best describe vs what her Tisions be. 

136. 

For we in such kings — as cleare mirrors — see. 
And rcadc the hoaucnly gloiy of the good ; 
All other Arts, which borne of euill bee, 
]{y those are neither tauj^ht nor vnderstood, 

Wlio, in the wombe of God's true Church, their 

mother 
Learne they that know Him well, must know 
no other. 

137. 

AVhich God this people worship in their king 
And through obedience trauaile to perfection ; 
Studying their wills vnder llis will to bring, 
Yeeld tnist and honour both, to His direction : 

* .Vud when they doe from His example swanie', 

* ]{eare witnc8se to thcmsclues they ill deserue. 



* A noticeublo spclh'ng as our * swcrro ' would better 
have suited the rhyme. G. 
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138. 

Since goodnesse, wiscdome, truth, then ioyn'd in 

one, 
Sliew kings and people, what the glories be 
Of mntuall duties, to make up a throne. 
And weaue protection in humility : 

Where else to rockes when men doe fasten 

chaincs, 
Th(iir labors onely draw themselves to paincs. 

139. 

Now, if this wisedome onely can be found 

liy seeking God, euen in the faith Ho g^ues ; 

If Earth, heauen, sea, starres, creatures be the 

^ bound, 

AVhoreiri reucal'd Ilis power, and wisedome liues> • 
If true obcdirnce be the way to this, 
And oucly who growcs better, wiser is : 

140. 

Then let not curious, silly fl(»sh conceive 

It srHV' more rich, or happy when it knowes 

These words of Art, which men — as shells mu««t 

rlcavc, 
l)t'forc the life's true wisedome they disclose • 






B-it wbt-n thiir dcni:r* mcL mar vadideT ml 

141. 

For oDilr tliat man vuder^Aiid* ii»4e«i. 
Ari'I well rt^iiieTiibc'j^. wLici he wt-H am doe ; 
The Z'TM"* //tf/ cWv vh-fre tkt Zj§tr di/t.% hr^ 

m 

(/b^diffir< to fht %rork^4 if himdt r* U : 

Ad'1 as the life of Wifo-iome bath exprest : 
II \hU vou know, th<^ doe it and be ble>t.* 

142. 

AiTaice. the vs< ol Knowlt^i^e i* not strife. 
To contradict, aiid critic-all Lc<^ine, 
A> well in l^-xjkes, as practise- of our life : 
AVlji< li yetlds di«>oluing, not a building doomo ;* 
A « ubueb's worke, the thinne>t fruit of wit. 
Like atom I, things reall sc*em to it. 

143. 

iJut as to warre, the error, is one end. 

.So Is her worthiest, to muintaine the right ; 



» Cf.Johnxiii.. 17. G. 

• ^ dome and dtxtm, jud^^ont, at* cb)C where. Sec 
Gloiidiiry -index. G. 
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Not to make question, cavill or contend, 
Dazell the Earth with visions infinite ; 

But nurse the World with charitable food. 
Which none can doe that arc not wise and good. 



144. 



The chiefc vse then in man of that ho knowes, 
Is his paines-taking for the good of all ; 
Not fleshly weeping for our owne made woes. 
Not laughing from a melancholy gall, 
Not hating from a soule that ouerflowcs 
With bittemesse, breath' d out from inward tlirali 
* But sweetly rather to ease, loose, or binde, 
' As needs requires, this fraile fall*n humane 
kinde. 

145. 

Yet some sceke knowledge meerely to be knowne, 

And idle cuiiositie that is ; 

Some but to sell not freely to bestow ; 

These gaine and spend both time and wealth 

amissc, 
Embusing arts, by basely deeming so ; 
Sonic to build others, which is chaiity ; 
And these to build themselues, who wiae men 
be. 
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146. 

And to conclude, whether we would erect 
Ourselves or others by this choice of arts ; 
Our chiefe endeauour must be to effect, 
A sound foundation, not on sandy parts 
Of light opinion, selfenessc, wonls of men, 
But that sure rocke of truth, God's Word, or 
penne. 

147. 

Next that we doe not ouerbuild our states, 
In searching secrets of the Deity, 
Obscunties of Xature, casualtic of fates ; 
But measure first our own humanity. 
Then on our gifts impose an equall rate, 
And so seeke wisdome with sobriety : 

' Not curious what our fellowes ought to doe, 
* But what our owne creation bindcs vs to. 

148. 

Lastly, we must not to the world erect 
Theaters, nor plant our Paradise in dust, 
Nor build up Babels for the diuel's elect ; 
Make temples of our hearts to God we must ; 
And then, as Godlesse wUdomes, follien he^ 
So are Uis heighU our tru$philoiophie. 
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149. 

With which fairc cautions, man may well pro fosse 
To studie God, Whom he is borne to serve : 
Nature, t' admire the greater in the lesse ; 
Time, but to leame ; our selues we may obscruc. 
To humble vs : others, to exercise 
Our loue and patience, wherein duty lies. 

150. 

Lastly, the truth and good to loue, and doe theiii, 
The error, onely to destroy and shunne it ; 
Our hearts in generall will lead vs to them, 
When gifts of grace and faith hauc once begun it. 

'For without these, the mindeofman growes 
numbe, 

* The body darknessc, to the soulc a tombe. 

Thus are true learnings in the humble heart, 
A spirituall worke, raising (iod's image, rased 
Ey our transgression ; a well -framed art, 
At which the World and Error stand amazed ; 
A light diuine, where man sees ioy and smart 
Immortall, in this mortall body blazed ;' 



' Blazoned. Ci". uur Phin«.'us Fletcher, Vol. U. 313: 
111. 20, and IV. lli, 111. (i. 



OK nV«»\E LEARSISC. 



A ivUiVnno, wliioii the WisUoino vs nssurt^tU 
AVitli hor's eucn fo the sif;lit of God, ondurcth. 



I[anl characters — I frrant — to flush anil blowl, 
Whith in the first pcTfcction of creation 
Fiwlj- rcsign'd the stiitc of bt'ing pood, 
To know the euiU, whcn-c it found piimitiun ; 
And lost her being, ere she vndcrstood 
Depth of this fall, paine of regeneration : 

' Ity which she yet must raise horselfo agoine, 
' V.vc she cun iudge all otdebknowleiiob tiixe. 

' Uniii^ tu u niig-iiumlioiing ui tliii Ntnii/!i^ in thr folio 
v( 1(11(3 our |i:it shdwH Jnpparciitly) a rttinzn adilitional. G. 




-^n 



fame anV WouK 



II. 
^n JnqbiBition 

Jiiime aiib 3^on:obr. 




1. 



HAT are men's Hues but labyrinths of 
error, 
Shops of deceit, and seas of misery ? 
Yet Death yeelds so small comfort, so much terror ; 
(i AixE, Honour, Pleasukk, such illusions be ; 
As though against life, each man whet his wit, 
Yet all men's hearts and sense, take part with it. 



»> 



Of which three baytes, yet Honour seemes the 
chiefe, 

* And is vnto the world, like goodly weath(»r, 

* Which giues tlie spirits life, the thoughts reliefe, 
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* Delight and trauell reconciles together : 
. So as the leam'd, and great, no more admire it. 
Than euen the silly artisans aspire it. 

3. 

This made the four rare masters, which hcgun 
Faire Artemysia*s husband's dainty tombe,* 
When death tooke her, before their worke was done. 
And so bereft them of all hopes to come ; 

That they would yet their own work perfect 

make, 
Euen for their workers, and their selfe-glorie's 
sake. 

4. 

Among the Worthies, Hercules is noted, 
For fame, to hauc neglected gaine and pleasure ; 
Clcombrotus,' to have beene so deuoted, 
To pease' his deeds, by her nice weights and 
measure. 
As he that to his state, made his life thrall, 
Yet to saue both, would not let Honour fall. 



' Mausolus, and hence mausoleum. Cf. Suidaa IIarjK>cr. 
"• V' * AprcfiiiTia and Marira'Xov. G. 

' Probably Cleombrotus I. 23rd king of Sparta : but if 
»o, too favorably regarded above. G. 

* = poise. G. 



FAME AND HOXOVR. 69 

5. 

Which great desire, hatch'd vp in these vast 

spirits, 
Liues as a relicke of man's discreation ;* 
When he affecied to be iudge of merits ; 
Or eccho, which giues all sounds moderation : 

* An image too sublime for thrones to bearo, 

* Who all what they command not, euer feare. 

6. 

What was it then, made Aristotle raise 

These imbound spirits to so high a rate ? 

Call them ingenious,* ciuill, worthy praise ? 

The answer's plaine, that neuer any State 

Could rise or stand, without this thirst of glory, 
Of nolle workes, as well the mould as story, 

7. 

For else, what Gouemor would spend his dayes, 
In enuious trauell, for the publiko good ? 
Who would in bookes, search after dead men's 
wayes ? 

' Perhaps somewhat uncouth, but a word worthy reri- 
ral to express the change consequent on the supreme 
Bible-fact of the Fall. G. 

' Ingenuous. G. 
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The light of Truth, doth but in clouds appeare, 
Hardly discem'd and not obey'd at all : 

JVb man yeelds glory vnto Him that makes him. 
For if he doe, he sees the world forsakes him. 

11. 

Now in this twilight of deliberation, 
^V^le^e man is darkc, because he will not see : 
!Must he not trust to his selfe-constellation ? 
Or (^Ise grow confident, he cannot be ? 

Assuming this, hee makes himselfe his end, 
And what he vnderstands, that takes to friend. 

12. 

In whicli strange oddes, betweene the Earth and 
skie. 

Examine but the state of eueiy heart ; 

Flesh fcelcs and feares strong inequality ; 

* Horrora of sinne, cannot be free'd by art: 
Humours arc man's religion, power his lawes. 
His wit confusion, and his will the cause. 

13. 

Xor is it thus, witli man himselfe alone, 

WIU4 supposed to turn the basest metal into gold. Supra it 
mcan8 a gulden covering, as of a pill in xdedicine. G. 



FAME AND HONOVK. 73 

All which constraine, but not instruct the minde ; 
Goucrne the euil's part with her confusion, 
Which hauc no throne or being, but delusion. 

17. 

Then to cast faith on Fame, or these foundations. 
Or not to thinke, as all these nothing were. 
So backe to nothing, they shall haue gradation[8]. 
Since Time must ruine all what^ she did beare : 
Were not to know these drams of mortall seed, 
* In curing one, stilU more diseases breed. 

18. 

And yet to part this World's declining frame. 
And lot some pillars stand while others fall, 
I mcane make vertues bodies vnto Fame, 
That be indeed hypocrisies of Hell ; 
And smother Fame againe with Yertue's name, 
^lust needs exile all hope of doing well : 

And humane wisdome with it selfe oVethrown. 

God being vnbeleeuod or vnknownc. 

19. 

For to be good the World finds it too hard. 
And to be nothing to subsistence is 



' The usago of the interrogative for the relatiTe here is 
a curious anticipation of a common modem Yulgarism. G. 
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Vpon the* actiue cast u hcauy doome, 
And marrc weake strengths to multiply strong 
weeds : 

* AVhilc they conclude Fame's trumpet, voice, 

and pen, 

* Mor(^ fit for crafty States, than worthy men. 

22. 

. For Fame they still oppose euen from those 
grounds, 
That proue as truely all things else as vaine, 
They giue their vertues onely humane bounds. 
And without God 8ubuei*t to build againo 
Refin'd ideas, more than flesh can beare ; 
All foule within, yet speake as God were there. 

23. 

Man's power to make himselfe good, they main- 

taiue. 
Conclude that Fate is gouern*d by the wise ; 
Affections they supplant and not restraine ; 
Within our sclues, they seat felicities ; 

* With things as vaine, they vanities beat downe, 
'And by selfc-ruine, seeke a Sampson's crowne:* 



» See JudgCH xvi. 30, and Cf. Hebrews xL 32. O. 
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24. 

Glory's dispraise being thus with glory taintetl. 
Doth not as goodnesse, but as euils doe 
Shine, by informing others' beauties painted, 
Where bashful Truth vayles neighbour's errors 
too ; 
All humane pride is built on this foundation, 
And Art on Art, by this seekes estimation. 

25. 

Without his God, man thus must wander eucr, 
See moates in others, in himselfe no beames,* 
* 111 mines Good, and III erccteth neuer : 
*Like drowning torrents not transporting strcames. 
The vanity from nothing hath her being. 
And makes that essence good, by disagreeing. 

26. 

Yet from these grounds, if Fame we ouerthrow. 
We lose man's eccho, both of wrong and right : 
Leaue good and ill, indifferent here below, 
For humane darknesse, lacking humane light, 

1 Cf. St. Matthew vii 3—5. See Mr. W. A. Wright's 
Bible Word-Book under *mote' : * beam ' is one of a verv 
few over-looked in this admirable work. G. 
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Will tWly cnnctiU Xntiire'a fc-are of shumo ; 
^Miicli urorkia but by intelligence MitU Fame. 



Anil canccll this before God's trutl) be knownc, 
( Ir knowne, but not bclccn^d ond oboTwi ; 
Wbut KtttniDg good rcata in us of our owno ? 
Kow is Comipliun from cornipting atnid ? 

Tbf tliuinc of vertucs, which the flesh doth 



bo^ 



r fait, but n 



s of iiiiturcs lost. 



In liumunc coiiiraerco thtn, let Fame remuine, 
An outwiird miiTour of the inward mind : 
That whiit mun yeelds, he may recuiuo oguiuc, 
And hL< ill doing by ill hearing finde : 

For then, though power errc, though lawus be 
lutne. 

And conscience dead, yet III auoyds not shame. 



Itut h't vs leauo these stormy orbs of pa^ii<m, 
Where humours onely bolhinco one unother, 
Making our trophies of a mortoll fashion. 
And vanity, of eucry act the mother; 
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For inward peace , heing neuer wrought hy Fame^ 
Proves inan*8 worth ts no nature^ hut a name, 

30. 

Therefore let this cleare streame, beare down 
together 

Fame, and Philosophic her slie opposer ; 

As hauing nothing of their owne in either, 

Worthy to make each by the other loser : 

Since if by Christian rules their depths be taken. 
The body and the shadow both are shaken. 

31. 

For where the father of Philosophic, 

Vpon the common vertues, but aboue, 

Doth raise and build his magnanimity : 

A greatnesse not with little fame in lone. 
Hard to finde out, as goodnesse is with vs, 
And without goodnesse, meere ridiculous. 

32. 

Let Truth examine where this vertue liues, 
And hold it vaine, if not produced in act ; 

* Man is corrupt, and no perfection giues, 

* What euer in him others' praise enact : 

* So as if fame be vnto goodnesse due ; 

* It oncly can in God, be great and true : 
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33. 

For man's chiefe vcrtuo, is Humilitic, 

True IcDOwlcdgc of his wants, his height of merit ; 

This pndc of mindc, this magnanimity, 

His greatest vice, his first seducing spirit ; 
With venimous infection of his fall, 
To serpent-like appearance euer thrall, 

34. 

Further we vrge against this master's grounds, 
That our first Adam, imag'd is to vs. 
In that mixt pride that worth-exceeding bounds, 
"Where on Schooles build their true imaginations : 

* Since to be like his Maker he affected,* 

* And being lesse, still thought himselfe neglected. 

35. 

AVhich spirituall pride — no doubt — ^possesscth still, 
All fleshly hearts, where thirst of Honour raues ; 
For sit ^-pon the seat of God they will, 
As did those princes, who in stoad of graues 
Made idols, altars, temples to be rais'd, 
"Wherein, like gods, they were ador'd and prais'd. 

* Affect, = to aim at, dosire, have a liking for. Baoon 
'* Esssayes " as beforo, pp 1, 31, 47, 94, 161,' 196. 6. 
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36. 

And such againe, hath God's seeno' Church brought 
forth, 

As doe in Peter's chaire, God's power assume ; 

Such was Menecrates,' of little worth, 

AVho loue, the Sauiuor, to be call'd presum'd, 
To whom of incense Phillip made a feast, 
And gaue Pride scome and hunger to digest. 



37. 



Againe, to take the true anatomy, 

Of these, and search in life what sure foundation 

For humane good or greatnesses there be, 

In nil the swelling stiles of ostentation ; 

What hopes thoy promise, on what grounds 

they build, 
What, pain they ask, and then what fruit they 
veeld. 



' Visible. G. 

'-* A Syracusfin physician at the court of Philip of 
Macodon. Ho was a succetwful practitioner: but drew 
ridicule- on himaelf from an assumption of divine honourA . 
Cf. Suidas s.u. : and Athen. vii. p 289 : Aolian, Var. Hisi. 
.xii. 51. G, 
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38. 

Wee shall discerne the roote of this ambition 
To be conceipt that glory doth containe 
Some supematurall sparke or apparition, 
More than the common humour can attaine : 

Since to be rcuerenc'd, lou*d, obey'd, and 
knowne, 

Man must effect, with powers abouc his owne. 

39. 

Ah silly creature, curst mortality ! 

What canst thou know, that knowcst not man's 
estate 

To bo but vice, gilt with hypocrisie ; 

* Wliich doth the life it most resembles, hate ? 
And yet affects^ that cleare vnshadow'd light, 
Wherein her darke deformities show bright. 

40. 

So that for thee to passe tlio piercing eyo^^, 
Light tongues, and listning cares of curious Fame, 
Wer(5 to vse trafficke to thy preiudice. 
As with a trumpet publishing thy shame ; 



* Cf. Btanza 34th., and relative Note. G 

r 
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* Which all but fooles, who know their own 

hearts least, 

* Rather seeke to conceale than manifest. 

41. 

Besides, to be well knowne finds out oppressors, 
By which the World still honours thee the lesse ; 
For who he throughly knowne^ are euer looeers, 
If Fame helye not marCe vnworthineese^ 

Whereto the iuei^ in thought, as well as deeds ; 

What other trumpet, doth the conscience neede f 

42. 

Yet in man's youth, perchance, Fame multiplies 
Courage, and actiue vnderstandingnesse, 
Which cooles, in ago, and in experience dyes, 
Like Fancie's smoke, Opinion's wantonesse : 
Yet who knowes, whether old age qualifies 
This thirst of fame, with vnderstandingnesse. 
With selfe-despaire, or disabilities ? 
Whether experience, which makes Fame secme 
lesse : 
Be wit, or feare, from narrownesse arising. 
True noblenesse, as none of these despising ? 

43. 

Neuerthelcsse fraileman doth still aspire 



In 



I 
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Vnto this wclbelccuing rouerencc, 
As helpes, to raise his maskM errors higher, 
And 80 by great improuements in the sense, 
Extend mankind vnto the bounds of praise, 
Fiirro aboue order, law, and diitie's wayes. 



44. 



Or if tliis reucrencc be not the fire, 
Wherein mankind affects^ to mould his state ; 
Then is it Loue, which they by Fame aspire ; 
An imposition of the highest rate 
Set upon people, by their owne desire, 
Not making powers, but natures, magistrate : 
Whether in people, worth, or chance worke this, 
Is knowne to them, that know what mankind is. 



45. 



' For true to whom are they, that arc vntrue 

* To God, and nothing seriously intend, 

* But tumult, fury, fancy, hope of new ? 
Ne uer all pleased with loue, if He descend ; 

* Vnconstant, like confusion in a minde, 

' Not knowing why it hates, nor why *tis kinde. 

^ Cf. stanza 34thf and reUtiye note. G. 






/ 
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48. 

Nor is it by the vulgar altogether, 

That fame thus growes a wonder of nine dayes ; 

The wise and learned plucke away her feathers, 

With enuious liumours and opposing wayes : 
For they depraue each other, and descrie 
Those stauo3 and beards, these augurs* traffick by. 

49. 

Plato — 'tis true — great Homer doth commend, 
Yet from his Common-weale did him exile ;' 
Nor is it words, that doe with words contend : 
Of deeds they vary, and dcmurre of stile : 

* How to j)Iease all, as no words yet could tell ; 

* »So what one act did all yet censure^ well ? 

50. 

For proofe, what worke more for the publike good* 
Than that rare librarie of dead men's treasure ; 
Collected by the -^Egyptian royall blood ? 
Which Seneca yet censures at his pleasure ; 



* Ainon^^ th(5 Humans, the ofidcials of the tomplcH who 
j>rof«'Hsc'<l to U'W events by the Hinging, chattering, or 
flight of birds. They were the objects of many a jest. G. 

^ The K«»public : Book iii, c. x. O. 

* = judge G. 



88 AN INQTISrriON VPOX 

Change colours, and like Proteus their forme ; 
* Following the people's lust, who like their 

cloths 
' Still shift conceit of truth and goodnesse both. 

56. 

These honour none, but such as boast their pride : 
And ready heads for all Time's humours be ; 
So as not eminent vertue is the tide 
Which cairies Fame, but swolne iniquity : 

What shall wee iudge of Sylla' and Marius then 
But satyrs, centaurcs, dcmi- beasts and men ? 

57. 

Such as false glory sought, by being head. 

Or the patrician, or plebian faction ; 

By which that mistresse- State was ruined : 

Diuision cuer bringing in contraction ; 
Among the leam'd so Epicurus wan 
His fame, by making Pleasure, God of man.' 



^ Sulla: Imt annotation either of this name or tliat of 
Marius wvto KUprrfluous, as would bo the names of 8tAri7,-\ 
5Sth onward (t. 

' Tlu' popular conception or (misVoncrption of thi» 
p)»ilosoj>l)or, acfainst which no reveror of these great pro- 
Christian '* Rrokors aftor Go(t " aud Truth, will miss 
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58. 

Diogenes by mockes, Heraclitus by teares, 
Democritus by smiles ; and by such ladders climes : 
Each sect and heresie, to Honour's spheares ; 
With new opinions, in misguided times, 

Subuerliug nature, grace, ciuillity ;* 

By scandalous, satyricall scurrility. 

59. 

Thus Aretine^ of late got reputation, 
By scourging kings, as Lucian did of old, 
By scorning gods, with their due adoration ; 
And therefore to conclude, we may be bold, 
That people's loue, with euill acts is wonne. 
And either lost, or kept, as it begunne. 

60. 

What winde then blowes poore men into this sea, 
But pride of heart and singularity ? 



o])portuuity of protesting. Consult Steinhart in Ersch 
u. CJnibor, .\lgem. Encyclop., Vol. xxxv. O. 

• lJ«;tinoment. So Bacon's " Essaycs**, as before, xlvi., 
p. 1S6. G. 

- Williiiin Browne, an before, characterises his * (aire 
nNTiipli ' HA one who *' ne'er heard nor saw the works of 
Aretino ", itnd in margin places this, "an obscene Italian 
l>o.t " (Vol. I., p. 77 : by HazUtt). G. 



h<l nuiltics ensilf would supplunt 
Dibitions, and not suffer any 
pg these swelling stiles uf domination. 
B tbo Godhead's true deRotninatiua. 



ffcc niij t(Tmc politicull, 
luo men by plute, and not by woith ; 
ij thinking we be counters ull, 
lit the suiDint's of goucmment set forth : 
lit cnoD those that are tlie highest pluctHl 
ilimr owne but others cads are grace J. 



I I*haraoh's court to lethroe cell,' 
Uvyacs could their hearts retire, 
y should enuilesse excell, 
ikJI bolliuico ol desire, 
III doads of humane hope and ft^nrc, 
'led circles oft Htroiigc nieteors 



popular unine pride, 
'i Tpoo worth nor pliic 



BO AS isyrEBiTios vroH 

Which weary of true Vertuo's humble woy. 
And not enduring man's c<iuality, 

Sceketh by wit, or sophistiy to rise ; 

Aud with gooi) words, put off ill mercliundi'te. 



Of which iirabitiona, Time ohacnies three kindes : 

Whereof the first and luist vnnuturall 

Is, when fraile man some good in himscire Gndes ; 

But Duer-priz'd ; defects, not poaa'd' at nil : 
' Like bankrupts, who in auditing their states, 
' Of debts and of exponce, forget the mt«8. 



And of thosL- Solon's foolca' — who their ovrae waots 
Cannot discume — if there were not too mimy, 

■ See atonza 4, ante. Hisre = weig;hed. ' "Vhe sntDo 
goiii IB over[niaBd ', ' delects ' not ' pcas'd ' at all. (1. 

' In Scuniidewih'b ■' Dcleetui Puetaruu Elu|^ii«>ruiB 
anHComin " u un Elejy of Solon in which ha epeaka dia- 
respectCnllj' of Un fellov ciUtent. See kIho Denioaltumea. 
— l)e Fh1«, I,eg4'il. ItoL«ko:Bnd PluWruh: Stilun c. fi. 
The ' foola of Soloa ' also rumiad one of Bocod'b uponfa- 
thegcm from Diogeuee, that philtuophurij know what Umt 
winit, butrich raeo do not (Works by Speddinif, iriL, 1471, 
Cf. ibo saying of Swratca on p. tfiS, " he was wioeat ooly 
lieoauaj he knew the want of wisdnm, whil« otlMn did 
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Our inward frailties easily would supplant 
Outward ambitions, and not suffer any 

To vsurpe these swelling stiles of domination, 
Which are the Godhead's true denomination. 

G3. 

The second wee may terme politicall, 

Which value men by place, and not by worth ; 

* Not wisely thinking we be counters all, 

' Which but the summes of gouernment set forth : 

* Wherein euen those that are the highest placed 

* Not to their owne but others ends are graced. 

64. 

So that from Pharaoh's court to lethro's cell,* 
If men with Moyses could their hearts retire, 
In honour they should enuilesse excell. 
And by an equall ballance of desire, 

Line free from clouds of humane hope and feare, 

* Whose troubled circles oft strange meteora 

boare. 

65. 

The last sort is, that popular vaine pride. 
Which neither standeth vpon worth nor place. 



^ Exodus iiL 1 : xriii. 5. G. 




Tht iimH tjnat AUm kit (>■» nwiwn'd, 
ten «fca» tl» ^Ktb Witt ptDtlcMe Uend be 



OC wUdi niaa miali, it obj bo tfutj- wd, 
Wbo liM« Um fHsitc, of GUaa seomo an 



Bed<]e9 as this ambition bath no bonnd. 
So grow's' it prouil, aad instantly vniast ; 
Enlbrciug short-brcath'd Fajoe aloud to sound, 
By pardoning debts, and br defruading trust ; 
Wht-ncc the Agrarian mandates' hod tht-ir grounds, 

' CI. Sir. W. A. WrigWs Bible Word-Boofc, ubebre, 
•ui mv ; = To take by TialcDce or ravenously. Q. 

' Note the apostrophe. Q. 

' == thu B^mrian laB-» of Rome. which distributed COO- 
qucmil &□<! other public luads equully hiiiud^ all tha 
citinnu, liniitiiis the extent each might bold. G. 



yl 
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As all vcilcs else, that couer soucraigne lust : 
For fire and people doe in this agree, 
They both good seruants, both ill masters be. 

68. 

Thus we disceme what courses they must hold, 
That make this humour of applause their end < 
They haue no true, and so no constant mould ; 
Light Change, is both their enemy and friend ; 
Herostratus shall proue, Vice gouemes Fame : 
Who built that church, he burnt, hath lost his 



name.' 



69. 

Yet when this brittle glory thus is gotten, 
The keeping is as paineftill, more confuse :• 
Fame Hues by doing, is with rest forgotten, 
* Sheo those that would enioy her doth refuse, 

' Wooed — like a Lais — will be, and obseru'd ; 

* Euer ill kept, since neuer well deseru'd. 



^ The Epheflian who set fire to the temple of Artemif 
at Epheaus. G. 

' Scarcely accurate : Chersiphron foanded and Deme- 
triua and Paeonios completed the famous temple. G. 

> See our Phineas Fletcher, Vol. Up 206 et alibi, for 
examples of change of orthography and even syntax to 
suit rhyme and rhythm, as before and hero. G. 
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70. 

And if true Fame with such great paine be wonne, 
Wonne and preseru'd ; of false what can we hope 
Since ill with greater cost than good is done ? 
Againe, what hath lesse latitude or scope 

To keep, than that which eueiy change be- 

reaues, 
That times, man's own heart or the world 
recciu's ? 

71. 

Lastly, this fame hard gotten, worse to keepe, 

Is neuer lost but with despaire and shame ; 

Which makes man-nature,* once fallen from this 
steepe, 

Disdaine their being should out -last their name : 
Some in selfc-pitty, some in exile languish, 
Others rebell, some kill themselues in anguish. 

72. 

Like relatiues, thus stand the World and Fame, 
Twinnes of one wombc, that lose or win together ; 
With Vulcan's nets, they catch each others shame, 



* Query = mankind ? Southey, misprints * man's 
nature'. G. 
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Diuidc with God, and so are losers euer ; 

* Alone they are but nothings, well disguis'd, 

* And if eompar'd, more worthily despis'd. 



73. 



But now I heare the voice of Power and Art, 
A fatall dissolution straight proclaime : 
Closely to be inweau'd in euery heart, 
By undermining thus the World and Fame ; 
For wound Fame in the world, the world in it, 
They ask what's left to stirro vp humane wit. 



78. 



Are God, Religion, Vertue, then but name ? 
Or need these heauenly beings earthly aid, 
To goueme under as aboue this frame f 
' Must good men's deeds, with ill men's words be 
payd ? 
' When we are dead, is merit dead with vs f 
* Shall breath determine God and Vertue thus f 



75. 



Some Schooles made Fame a shadow, some a debt, 
To Vertue some a handmaid, none her end : 
For like a god, she others' striues to get, 
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Affects^ no honour, needs nor fame, nor friend : 

* Mou^d, she moues man to adore her mouer, 

* And onely giues herselfe to those that loue her. 

76. 

Hence did the Romanes — mountehankes of Fame — 
Build Fame and Vertuo temples : so in one, 
As thorough Vcrtue all men to it came : 
Yet vnto Vertue, men might passe alone ; 
Expressing fame, a consequence, no cause, 
A power that speakes, not knowing by what 
lawes. 

77. 

But let true Wisedome carry vp our eyes. 
To see how all true vertues figured bee, 
Angcl-likc, passing to and from the skies, 
By Israel's ladder, whose two ends are free 

* Of Hcauen and Earth ; to carry vp and downe 
^ Those pure souls, which the God-head means 

to crowne. 

78. 

And if you aske them, whether their pure wings, 
Be charrets,* to heare vp those fleshly prides 



* Socks, desires, as before. G. 

* = chariots. This is nearer charroy, Anglo-Norman 
for * chariot *. G. 



ownc-roofl miters, church-unronffliig kines, 
nest and Fume, whose cbbe and flowing tides, 
ing I'ortb diuiding titles, cuptiii'd kwes, 
man's distrease and ignoranco the cuuse ? 



TliL'se Vfrtiies nnswcr, they he powers d 
Their heaucn, tkith ; ohieot, eternity : 
Souised in earth, those mines to refine, 
Vnder whose weight, our natures buried lyo ; 
' Faith making Re-uson perfect, as before 
' It fell ; tor Uirko of fiiith, beloouiug; n 



Abcces' they are, which doe vateach aguino 
That knowledge which Arst taught vs not to know 
The happy state wherein we did remainc, 
Wlien we for lacke of oaill thought not so ; 

New making Pamdise, where we began, 

Not in a ([arduti, but the heart ofni 



And as to serpents, which put off their okinne, 
Nnturo renewcs a naturall conipleii 



a in Shsltoapeare (King John i. 
» oniwer like ui A1»^ buok-" 





So whtu tfct- Onqdnrne doth mcBac* the auiDtv 
Hcnltb 90 renewni, can nmer take infection : 
'Hie vortit inchtinCs not, Hel hath lost ber 

a eclipse the lutinile. 



■%'hiih pure reflexions what dimvu.- fye can see, 

Antl after eithor wurlJ or fume admire? 

CompariMD cxp^la the vuutie : 

liDiDiirtiill here, M obiect at (k«uv ; 
* Nitture abhorree this gupvnialiiRill, 
' Auil ccom'd of desb, as Ga«l is, thry be all. 



Tri hath the govdnrsce, this of iufiuite. 
That they who hate it. pratw. who hurt it, fcsre, 
Wliv FlHue to jhmliiw, help to >how her light : 
Her rootes, not fame, but loue and wonder beare : 
* God, that to passi- will huite His lustice come, 
' Uaki's ('in the thitt'e, the hungman, anil the 



> A fsTorite vnrd with the Puritan preiicheis, na 
Huimiu Adams, wbu entitles a voudcrrul sermon the 
• Uneaning of iIie Hjpocrile.' Shi.fce«pearc usee it once 
only, " KKcaii thee "' (TnQiing of the Shrew i. 1) = on- 



r^ 
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84. 

These wooe not, but command the voice of Fame : 
For Hue they, dye they, labour they, or rest, 
Such glorious lights are imag'd in their frame, 
As Nature feeles not. Art hath not exprest : 

All what the world admires* comes from within ; 

A doome, whereby the sinne condemmes the 
sinne. 

85. 

Then make the summe of our idea's' this, 
Who loue the world giue latitude to Fame, 
And this man-pleasing, God's displeasing is; 
Who loue their God, haue glory by His name : 

But fixe on Truth who can, that know it not ? 

Who fixe on Error doe but write to blot. 

86. 

* Who worship Fame, commit idolatry, 

' Make men their god. Fortune and Time their 

worth ; 
' Forme but rcforme not — mcer hypocrisie ! — 



* Wonder : and so by all oontemporaries in its etymo- 
logical sense. G. 

* Note the apostrophe for plural, as before. G. 
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' By Bhfldowea, onely ahadowes bringiog forth. 
■Which most, aa blosaomes, fade ere true fruit 
Bprings; 

lake voice and ecoho— joyu'd yet diuos 

things. 




% Ctcatic of Havvts. 
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A "lErcatic' of GHjrrcs.' 



hEACE is the htiiuest of n 



E£mB Whi-rt: wit an'l puine' bauc scupc to son 

.,,,1 ,««p.. 

Ihe :iiiude, by Arts lo worke her elenation ; 

Cure ii Bold dcme, wnl Sloth is oeuer eheape, 
Bvyoiid the intvat of Natun- it proues 
Tliif Eiirtii, and fruitfull indu-try it lom-s. 



Vndor thu ground, concealementfi it di§cauora ; 
It doth giue forme, and matter multiply ; 

' Treulinv. a* befom. O. 

■ Cf. "it Warn' in tlie -* Rtntiuiw " (Vol. 1. |>|i IM- 

Mfil O. 
' ■" (lairMUkiiij m p"Tt«YPTr»nm. Q. 
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Her acts beget on Nature like a louer, 
But for increase, no seeds within her dye ; 

Exchange, the language is she speakes to all ; 

Yet least confusion feeles of BabeFs fall. 

3. 

Seas yeeld their fish, and wildemesse their w^oods ; 

Foules for her food, and feathers for her pleasure ; 

Beasts yeeld their labour, fleeces, flesh, and blouds ; 

The elements become her seruants and her treasure ; 
To her alone, God made no creature vaine^ 
'No power, but Keed, is idle in her raigne. 

4. 

When she hath wrought on earth, she man im- 
proues : 

* A shop of Arts, a rich and endlesse mine, 

"Workes by his labour, wit, his feare and loue. 

And in refining him, all else refines ; 

* Nature yeelds but the matter, man the forme 
' Which makes the world a manifold retume. 

5. 

His good and ill, his need and yanity, 
Both sots himselle a-worko and others too : 



1 GencaidZxi. 9. (i. 
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Trades, and exclmngeth our humanity ; 

IFcT marts are more than lawes to make men doe ; 
Nature brings nothing forth that is not wrought, 
And Art workes nothing on her but is bought. 

6. 

If Peace be such, what must we thinko of Waebe, 
' But horrour from aboue, below confusion, 
\N'hero the vnliappy happy onely are : 
As making mischiefe euer her conclusion ; 
' Scourges of God, figures of Hell to come, 
' Of vanity, a vaine, infamous tombe. 

7. 

Where neither throne, nor crowne haue reucrcnce, 
Sentouce, nor writ, nor sergeant be in fashion, 
All terror scorn 'd, of guiltinesso no sense ; 
A discipline whereof the rule is passion : 

' And as men's vices beasts' chief vertuos arc, 
* So be the shames of Peace the pride of Warre. 

8. 

Here Xorthcme bodies vanquish Southcme wit, 
Gieeke sciences obey the Komane pride, 
Order serues both to saue and kill with it, 
W'ifldome to roinc only is apply'd ; 
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Fame, Worth, Religion, all doe but assure^ 
Vaine man, which way to giue wounds, and 
endure. 

9. 

And when the reines' of human hope and fearc, 
Are thus laid on our neckes, and order chang'd : 
Pride will no more the yoke of heauen beare, 
Nor our desires in any bounds be rang'd ; 

The world must take new forms of wrong 

and right, 
For Warre neuer did loue things definite. 

10. 

Here bookcs are burnt, faire monuments of minde ; 
Here Ignorance doth on all Arts tyrannise ; 
Vertue no other mould but courage fiudes ; 
All other beings, in her being dyes : 

Wisdome oftimes^ grows infancy againc ; 

Beasts rule in man, and men doe beastly raigne. 

11. 
Audit the end : how can humanity 



^ Spoiled * raines ' as before (st. 94 of ** Humane Learn- 
ing " and fiuprtty et. 8, for sake of rhyme. G. 

- Southoy rciwatfi the misprint here 'of times •. 13. 
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Preserved be in ruino of mnnkindo ? 
Both Feare and Courage iw'lo her t-ruelty, 
'The Rood and bad, Uku fataU ntine fin.lo : 

' Hor encmius doe still prouidc hur tbod ; 

' From those she mines, she reccuos hor pood, 

V2. 

Was not this Mars, then Mauors' rightly nam'd ? 

That in one instant all thus ouerthrowes ? 

Or can the poet's hcnuy doome he blam'd. 

Who censures, these forge-ma-itera of our woes, 
' To haue no kinsman, right, or habitation, 
' But multiply thcmBelaes by desolation ?* 

13. 

Yet once the Earth's first age brought giants forth, 
OreatoeBBo for good, hath bo past euorywherc. 



■ The name of the god in the BabLne and Oacati vas 
Hunen ; and Han u properly a contntrtion of Mavct* 
or Mavon ~ roal«r of men : i. e, ma-mn hoai \erlo, to 
OTiTtbrotr. Perhaps nut a correct dcriTation : bat It u 
Lord Brooke's idea- O. 

' One recala Tacitni'i immorlo] phnwo "nbi wililudi- 
vnm hdnnt p*oem appolLuit" (Agr, SO) bul Ijiri Brooke 
I "Port'. Olid or I.uean may hinobem niRaat. 
Both 'ceniotEd' thnir ' forKc-inaitrn ' (line 4tb] and all 
kniiw hov thoy >uff<*r[xl. O. ' 





Is, that wilt, uses all anpns ioe iaenwae i 
Bat Barke vi^'» next, witk antea Umt nda'd 

For «b« men fetle the btaUb mad blisse cJ Peace, 
Tfaey camtot n^it, oor know Ukt otber mit. 
Bat that whervio thenutluei ;idJ others smut. 



^ 
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16. 

Now when the policies of great Estates, 
Doe Mars professe ; Religion then to Warre 
It selfe must fashion, and indurc such rates, 
As to the ends of conquest proper are ; 
* This made the Greeks paint al their gods in 
annes, 
* As friends, of man's selfo-hazard, to doe harmes. 



17. 



Such the religion is of Mahomet, 

His doctrine, onely Warre and hazard teaching : 

His discipline, not how to vse hut get ; 

His Court, a campe ; the law of sword, his preach- 
ing : 
Vertues of Peace, he holds effeminate, 
And doth, as vices, hanish them his State. 



18. 



And though the Christian's Qospell, with them he 
Esteem'd the ioyfull emhasrie of Peace ; 
Yet he that doth pretend supremacy 
Vpon their Church, lots not contention cease ; 
But with opinions stirres vp kings to Warre, 
And names them martyrs that his furies are. 
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19. 

And vnto armes to multiply deuotion, 

Calls that Land Holy,* which by Grod is curst ; 

Disturbes the Churche's peace, stirres ^•p commo- 
tion, 

And as — with drinking Christian blood — a-thirst, 
From desolation striues to set that free, 
AVhose seruitude stands fixt in God's decree. 

20. 

Thus see we, how these vgly furious spirits 
Of Warre, are cloth' d, coloured, and disguis*d 
"With stiles of Vertue, Honour, Zeale, and Merits ; 
Whose owne complexion, well anatomis'd, 
A mixture is of pride, rage, auarice. 
Ambition, lust, and euery tragicke vice. 

* Some loue no equals, some superiors scome ; 

One seekes more worlds, and he will Helene haue ; 

This couets gold, with diuers faces borne ; 

These humours reigne, and lead men to their graue : 



* The allusion is to the wars of the Crusadee : but who 
would seek to withdraw the name * Holy Land * P G. 
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' Whereby for bayesand little wages, we 

* Uuine cur selues, to raise vp tyranny. 

22. 

* And as when winds among themselues do iarrc, 

* Seas there are tost, and wane with waue must 

light : 
So when Powr's restlesse humours bring forth 

Warre, 
There people beare the faults, and wounds of Might ; 

* The error and diseases of the head 

* Descending still vntill the limmcs be dead. 

23. 

Yet are not people's errors, euer free 

iVom guilt of wounds they suffer by the Warre ; 

* ^leuer did any publike miserj- 

' Rise of it selfo ; God's plagues still grounded arc 

* On common staines of our humanity : 

' And to the flame, which ruineth mankind, 

* ^lan giues the matter, or at least glues wind. 

24. 

Nor are these people carried into blood 
Onely, and still witli violent giddy passion, 
Jiut in our nature, rightly vnderstood. 




wdtii^fa^am 



Tmu ■mfc^^MlMliii 






Btnee £mit liisvu^ws. in *tviu botiiiM bniL 
tX SCites ami Kia^i?in», jrtaa are KfRtiKti 



^ Wic--ti«G&rT fur iduoldi-r * 



^ 
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By earthquakes, comets, birth disfigured, 
By visions, signes, and prophecies of old : 

* Who the foure monarchs' change more clearely 

spake, 

* Than Daniel, long before they roote did take. 

33. 

The Scripture then assuredly saith true, 
That Warre begins, from some offence diuine : 
That God makes nation nation to subdue, 
Wlio led His flocke to that rich promised mine ; 
Xot for their goodnesse, but euen for the sinno, 
The Canaanites and Amorites liu*d in. 

34. 

Nor by the Warres doth God reuenge alone. 

He sometimes tries, and trauelleth* the good ; 

Sometimes againe, to have His honor knowne ; 

He makes come growe, where Troy it selfe once 
stood : 
Let Fate passe from Him on the whcelea of Time, 
And Change to make the falling ballance clime. 

35. 

For if one Kingdome should for euer flourish, 



' Travailt.'th = |)Ut»* to toil, excrciflcs. 0. 
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And there one family for euer raigne ; 

If Peace for euer should one people nourish ; 

Mobility, authority, prosperity and gaine. 

As vnder N'ature, keepe one fix&d state. 

And not endure vicissitudes of fate ; 

36. 

God would in time seeme partiall vnto some. 

To others cruell, and to all vniust ; 

His power despis'd, and man's owne wit his doome,' 

Chance in his hands, change vndemeath his lost ; 

Superiours still inferiours tyrannising ; 

Aduantage, more aduantages dcuising. 

37. 

Till at the length, enormities of vice, 
Lawes multiplicity, Pride's luxuriousnesso, 
lucrcasc of people, leprous Auarice, 
Art's sophistication, traffif^ue in excesse, 
Opinion's fi'ecdome, full of prcuidice, 
Curious uoueltie : all faire weeds of Peace, 

' Would mine Nature, and men monsters make, 
* Woaiy the Earth, and make her wombe not 
take. 



^ Juilgt?ni«iit here = con(i«Miinatioii : but see st. 40th. 
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38. 

Needfull it therefore is, and cleercly true, 
That all great empires, cities, seats of power 
Must rise and fall, waxe old and not renew; 
Some by disease, that from without deuour, 
Others euen by disorders in them bred : 
Seene only, and discouer'd in the dead. 

39. 

Among which are included secret hates, 
Reuolts, displeasure, discord, Ciuill Warre ; 
All haue their growing, and declining states, 
Which with time, place, occasion bounded are : 

* So as all crownes now hope for that in vainc, 

* Which Homo — the Queen of crowns — could 

not attaine. 

40. 

This Change by Warre, enioyes her changing 

doome* ; 
Irus grow's rich,' and Croesus must wax pooro ; 

^ Seo stanza 36th, antt, Fre(|Uent in Shakcspoarc. 
Hero is a somowhut nnusaal use of it ** tho princo will 
cUtom th<H)'\ (Komeo and Juliet iii. 1.) G. 

* Tho well-known loggar of Ithaca. G. 



118 OF WABHES. 

One from a king shall schoolemaster become,* 

And he made king, that wrought in potters oare ;* 

They who commanded erst must now obey ; 

And Fame, eucn grow infamous in a day. 

41. 

That by vicissitude of these translations 
And change of place, comiption and excesse. 
Craft ouerbuilding all degenerations. 
Might be reduced to the first addresse 

Of Nature's lawes, and Truth's simplicity ; 

These planting Worth, and Worth Authority. 

42. 

All which best root and spring, in new foundation a 
Of States or kingdomcs ; and againe in age 
Or height of pride and power, fecle declination ; 
Motality is Change's proper stage : 

States haue degrees, as humane bodies haue. 
Springs, Summer, Autumne, Winter, and the 
graue. 

43. 
God then sends War, commotion, tumult, strife. 



» Dionysius tho younger, tyrant of Syracuse. G. 

* ■=clay : rhyme needs the (mis) use of the word. Q. 






or wvBSEs. Ill) 

T-ike vindes ftrnl atormus, to purge thi' nyro and 
earth; 

Disperse corruption, giuo the world now life 

In the vicissitude of creaturea* birth ; 
Which could not flourish, nor yeeld fWiit asaine. 
Without retumus of heatu, oold, drought and 



44. 

Hut further now tho etemall Windorao showon, 
Thiit though God doc pru^cruc thus for a timci, 
This equiUbrium,' whortiin Nature gooa, 
Hj pcasing humours,' uot to ouei'clime; 
Yet He both bjr the cure, aad the dlseiLsc, 
Proucfl dissolution; all at len;;lb must cooso. 

4o. 

For surely if it had bccae God's intent 

To ^ue man hero et«maUy possuiisiiiD, 

Eitrth hud beene free from all miagnaornment, 

Wnrrc, malice, could thenhauo had [no]* progwiM- 



' A noticoftble (oarty) um of Uiii word, U. 

■ = nnuiterpoUing, as before. 0, 

' It •oenui aeeeaury to flU in ' no ' horu : and probably 

■ tlien ■ ought to be Jroppedi . O. 
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^Mon — as at first — had bin man*s nursing 

brother, 
' And not, as since, one wolfc unto another. 

46. 

For onely this antipathy of minde 

Hath ener bin the bellowes of Sedition ; 

Where each man kindling one, infiames mankind. 

Till on the pnblike they inflict perdition ; 

* And as man vnto man, so State to State 

* Inspired is, with the venime* of this hate. 

47. 

And what doe all these mutinies include. 

But dissolution first of Qouomment ? 

Then a dispeopling of the Earth by feud. 

As if our Maker to destroy vs meant ? 
For States are made of men, and men of dust • 
The moulds are fraile, disease consume them 
must. 

48. 

Now as the "Wari'cs prone man's mortality ; 
So doe the oppositions here below. 



J Venom. G. 
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Of elements, the contrariety, 
Of constellations, which ahono doe show. 
Of qualities in flesh, will in the spirits : 
Principles, of discord not of concord, made : 
All proue God meant not man should here inherit, 
A time-made Worid, which with Time should not 
fade ; 

' But OS Noe's flood once drowned woods, hils 
and plain, 

* So should the fire of Christ waste all againe. 

49. 

Thus see we both the causes and eflects 
Of Warre, and how these attributes to hap, 
Councels of men, power, fame, which all affect,' 
Lye close reseru'd within th' Almightie's lap : 
Where fashion'd, order*d, and dispos'd they be. 
To accomplish His infallible decree. 

50. 

And from these grounds oondnding as we doe, 
Warre's causes diuerse ; so by consequence, 
Diucrse we must conclude their natures too : 



Aim at, desire, as before. 0. 
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For Warre proceeding from the OmnipoUmce, 
No doubt is holy, wise, and without error. 
The sword of Justice, and of Sinno the terror. 

51 

But Warres of men, if we examine these 

By piercing rules, of that steepe narrow way. 

Which Christian soulcs must walke, that hope to 

raise 
Their bodies from the Earth another day : 

* Their life is death, their Warre obedience : 

* Of crowns, fame, wrongs, they haue no oilier 

[sense].* 



52. 



Then till to these God plaiuely huth exprest. 
By prophets, sawes,- wonder, and angels' sound. 
That his Church- rebels Hee will haue supprest ; 
Or giue llis people other peoples ground : 

* They must preserue His Temples, not shed 

blood, 

* But where the moucr makes the motion good. 



> This word or some other has boon dn^ppod. O. 
' Sayings, as before. G. 
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^^H Xay, cucn Ihvfv Warrvs though built on pi^ty, 
^^K They lawlc'sse hold, vulcssc by lawfull might 
^^f They undertaken and pcii'<trmed be ; 
^p ' For Nature's order, euery creature's right, 

'Hath vnto peace orduind, that princes should, 
' Of Warrc, Ihe grounds and eiecution mould. 

54. 

Besides, the manner must haue charity : 
First ofTeting peace, which if disease distxiste, 
Yet Wisdomc guides the cure, not Cruelty ; 
Art prunes the Earth, Confusion Icaues it waste : 

(iod would not haue men spoil what they may 
eat. 

It feeds the 'Warrc, and Icaues a ground to treat. 



What warrant then for all our 'Warres of glory, 
Where Power and Wit, do multiply their right, 
By acts recorded, both in fume and story ? 



' Thia itaozi ia mianunibfred ' 62 ' : ao lh»t out text 
hnrii ahowB (B|iparently) an aJditioDKl itania. But there 
Ving no itanu nuinliorpd -£7', tho Bd»] oumboring U 
the lame. O. 
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To warre for honour, for reuenge and pleasure ; 
Thinking the strong should keepc the ^wcake in 



awe, 



And euery inequalitie giue law. 

62. 

These seme the world to rule her by her arts, 
B^ise mortall trophies^ vpon mortall passion, ; 
Their wealth, strength, glory growing from those 

hearts, 
Which to their ends, their mine and disfashion ; 

* The more remote from God, the lesse remorse • 

* Which stil giues Honor power, Occasion force. 

63. 

These make the sword their iudge of \rton<* and 

right, 
Their story fame, their lawos hut power and wit * 
Their endlosse mine, but vanities of mi^rht 
Jlewards and paines the mystery of it ; 

And in this sy)here, this wildemesso of euils, 
Xone prosper^ highly, but the perfect diuels. 



* Soo ' Humane Loarning *, stanza 2.>th, and relative 
noto. G. 

2 'Iliu^hcT' ifl mis-insoi-tcd after 'prospt^r* in folio of 
1»)3.'J : and tliis is the solitary mistake dotcotoii hv Southov 
as Ix'furo. (J. 
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64. 

The Turkish empire, thus grew vnto height, 
Which first in vnity, past others farre ; 
Their Church was meere collusion and deceit, 
Their court a campe, their discipline a Warre ; 

With martiall hopes, and feares, and showes 
diuine, 

To hazard onely, they did man refine. 

65. 

Vpon the Christians hereby they preuail'd, 
For they diuided stood, in schisme and sect, 
Among themselues — assailing or assail'd — 
Their vndertakings mixed with neglect : 

* Their doctrine peace, yet their ambition "War, 

* For to their own true Church they strangers are. 

66. 

(lod and the world they worship still together; 
Draw not their lawes to Him, but his to their's ;* 
Vntrue to both, so prosperous in neither ; 



' ^Vllatclv later, has with touch of surcasm observed 
fir>niewhcro in his weighty Books, that it is one thing to 
]iut ounM*lvf.'8 on God's side and another to put Ood on 
our 8id«' or u-isth it tn*. G. 



>iii.e StaU--. will tiK-i. U-jui- Warrr, «Ji.-i, 
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Amid their owne desires still raising feares ; 
' Ynwise, as all distracted powers be ; 
* Strangers.to God, fooles in humanitie. 



67. 



Too good for great things, and too great for good ; 
Their princes seme their priest, yet that priest is 
Growne king, euen by the arts of flesh and blood ; 
Blind Superstition haning built vp this, 

* As knowing no more than it selfe can doc ; 

* Which shop — for words — sels God and Smpire 

too.* 



68. 



Thus wane wo Christians still betwixt two aires, 
Nor leaue the world for God, nor God for it ; 
"While these Turkes climing vp vnited staires, 
Aboue the superstition's double wit ; 
Leaue vs as to the Jewish bondage heires, 



1 In Coleridge's * Aids to Reflection ' ho quotes thia 
stanza, evidently from memory. He has oddly interwoven 
lines from Shakespeare with Brooke's and hia O'wn. See 
Essay in the present volume for the passage. Q. 



A S.ib'.>lh rvA fur s<.-lt'e cuD^sioii fit ; 
SiiK'i' Stiitca will thL-n k'uuc Wurr 

I"-.t (Joil's sake to iibliorro this woi 





jlotc. 

Or thiTW piwmB. Niv, I In UI. from "EngUnd's U(-li- 
run." (I600;^c RiithentJ<!iit«d u Lord nrooke'sbf HnilriHS 
MS. SSO. {Sne Blao Uallivatl's "Soagii and rtximi" 
(ram the HcliodD of 1600, connected with Shskngproro^ 
1B(13, «,.). No. IV. in auigned U> him fay Jlr. J. Puynn 
ColliBr (Bib. C»UL ■.«.) on Ihc au[ii<«ity of Dowliuid'. 
" Fin( Bouk of Songs": but this is a mistake, lu tba 
following Note in England'^ Uclioon iliewi^ "Thnac 
thrfle diUie* wore token oul of MaJsier John Dowland'n 
Imok of tableture for the Lat«, the Authora' names not 
thoro tot dowoo, and Ihcrefoto left to their owners," Dr. 
RJubaolt after ouminntion of Oovliiad in no fever than 
throe editions {1597, 1000, and lOUfl], infomu raa, that in 
none is th«re the slightest nlloainn to the mitliorabip. 
Ur. Collier writes me tbnt hu matl hnvo 1wi>n misled by 
some nocond-band authority that hnx now escaped bim. 
I norertholeMinolnde tbo llttlo piece, as it is much in Ih" 
soma vein, and oocujues llttlo space. In UArri»lE'B oopy 
of the IIsLicos (1600) he bnn assigndd the four to Brooke: 
but Nos. 111. and IV. in his Mti>. Index aie placed witliin 
bracket*, as if doubtfah No. V, is given to Lonl Brooke 
by the ItpT. Thomns Corscr, M.A.. in his "Anglo PoetJra*': 
hiitbehaauldiicedn()Huttiority,sndthsfni>rei>iiti»]s P. 0. 
— it is usually, as in Uclioon, M. F. 0. — scnroely warranti 
their asngnalion to him. The heading and tbo whole 
MictJment of the piece differ lata ralo from the fiiola of 
Iiord Brookc'a Life— with eviny allowanw fbr poetic 
liivaise. Moicorer his name is nxf placed among the coa- 
tributDis to the " Paiudj'se of Daynty Dcvis™." Ah 
liowr.'vi>r il ia ■hort. and nt all respect i« duo to one m veil 
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informed as Mr. Corser, I have included it, taking zny 
text from Mr. Collier's reprint of the ** Faradyoe of T>eLynty 
Devises.'* No. YI. has been assigned to Sir £dwa&i> 
Dteb hj Malone: but agreeing with Cha&i.B8 LtAKB 
that the internal evidence favors Lord Brooke^ I plaoe it 
in this little collection of his Minor Poems : the internal 
evidence is decisive, on comparison especiaUy of stanza 
3rd with "Of Humane Learning*' and '« Of Fame and 
Honour. " Malone alleges no authority for giving it to 
Dyer, beyond the metre, which, however, is very oonunon 
contemporaneously. See Dr. Hannah*8 delicious volume 
of *' Courtly Poets'* (pp. 211, 243 et alibi) just issned 
(Bell and Daldy, 1870). I add that having already written 
an elaborate poem to the memory of Sir FhiUp Sidney, 
it is most improbable that Dyeh would produce this other. 
His long poem is preserved in the Chatham. &[8. (See 
Dr. Hannah, as before). 1 take No. VI. from the ** PhcB- 
nix Nest ", as reprinted by Mr. Collier. G. 



. $ong, ronrting (is ilituy^. 
B QiKHif ling wayting fiir hcrtnn' 






I !)c>are which he had chnsi' 
embraced ; 
1 me Dow-Louc. 
lur Luirc she toTed, 
1 lookcs she ioyed. 
t ioyi! — brcfd bcantic's wrrinv, 
jhpcn' it (Ufii and d 



m'd ihi' seatt of fauour, 
y di-frols her t/jnfnie dcfcmicd : 
e pruio'd, hut most oommc 
f 8Ki*ti- theu balmc in son 
witli me ili'liffhtcd : 
e for louc oJiilII bo m|iiit^'4l : 
b her toyus iit Insl chD woni' me : 
r «hc l^(lyl-■■ thut huth rndone nic. 



II. .^nallirr orfiis Cint^ia. 

■W.\Y with ihi-sf wlfi-loirinR-I-adi!, 
Whiim Cuiitil'* urrowc niucr ghiitw ! 
wuy ixfurr wiulf* thtit High nnd v 
' In Iftui- (>r tin-ui ihiii lii and i)h.-opc ! 
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If J behold the flowers by morning teares 
Looke lonely sweete : Ah then forlome I crie 

Sweete showers for Mcmnon shed, 

All flowers by you are fed. 
Whereas my pittious plaint that still appearcs, 
Yeelds vigor to her scomes, and makes me die. 

When I regard the pretty glec-fiill bird. 
With teare-full eyes — yet delightful! — notes com- 
plaine : 

I yeeld a terror with my teares 

And while her musique wounds mine earos, 
Alas ! say I, when will my notes afford 
Such like remorcc, who still beweepe my paine ? 

When I behold vpon the leafe-lesse bow 
The haplcsse bird lament her Loue's depart : 

I draw her biding nigh, 

And sitting downc I «gh, 
And sighing say, Alas ! that birds auow 
A setled faith, yet Phccbe scornes my smart. 

Thus wearie in my walke and wofull too, 

1 spend the day, sore spent with daily greefe : 

Each obiect of distresse 

My sorrow dooth expresse. 
I doate on that which dooth my hart vndof : 
And honour her that scornes to yeeld releeft?. 




TI. 01bt ^t'libius ^onci, roiirtttig ))>'' l^ii"P^- 
iLiiJi^OUK'S Queene long woyting fur hprtnir 

Pi#mJU Staine by a boare which he hnd i'hnM<i|, 
I.t'ft oflf ber tcares. imd me embmccd ; 

She tist mo nweetc, and culled me new-Loue. 
T\'ith my riluer hnirfi she toyed, 
Id my stayed lookes she ioyed. 

Boycs— she sayd — breod bcButio's sorrow, 

Olde men chet'ro it euen . 



My foce she nam'd the seiitc of I'auour, 
All my defects hor tongiie defended ; 
My sliiipe she prais'd, but most eommc 

My brentb more aweete then bulme in siiti 
lie old mnn with me delighted : 
l^uc for loue shnll bo requited : 
With her tayi« ut last she wone me : 
Xiiw she coyes tliat hath vndone me. 




III. ^nothtt of tU 4:iiittiir. 

WAV with them- selfe-loiring-Ijids, 
Whom Cupid's arrowe neuer glnd* ! 
Awny pcHirv sonles that Bi;(Ii nnd W'tT 

■ ir lluui thill he ami Bleepi- ! 



138 MIXOB POEMS. 

For Cupid is a meadow-God : 
And forceth none to kisse the rod. 

God Cupid's shaft, like destinie, 

Dooth eyther good or ill decree ; 

Desert is borne out of his bowe,. 

Reward vpon his feete doth goe. 

What fooles are they that haue not knowne, 
That Loue likes no lawes but his owne ? 

My songs they be of Cinthia's prayse, 
I weare her ringes on holly-dayes ; 
On euery tree I write her name, 
And euery day I reade the same. 

Where Honor Cupid*s riuall is : 

There miracles are seene of his. 

If Cinthia craue her ring of mee, 
I blot her name out of the tree : 
If doubt doe darken things held deert' , 
Then welfare nothing once a ye(Te, 

For many run, but one must win : 

Fooles onely hedge the cuckoe in. 

The worth that woilhines should niuue. 
Is loue, wliich is the due of loue; 
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And loue as well the sheepheard can, 

As can the mightie noble man.* 

Sweet nymph 'tis true you worthy be, 
Yet without loue naught worth to me. 




IV. ^noilgtx ta Jis Cijatj^ia. 

Y thoughts are wingde with hopes, my 
hopes with loue, 
Mount loue vnto the moone in clearest 
night : 
And say, as sheo doth in the heauens moue. 
On Earth so waines and wexeth my delight. 
And whisper this but softly, in her eares : 
Hope oft doth hang the head, and Trust shed 
tcares. 

And you my thoughts that some mistrust doc carry. 
If for mistrust my Mistrisse doc you blame. 
Say, though you alter, yet you doe not varie, 
As sheedoth change, and yet remaine the same. 
Distrust doth enter harts, but not infect, 
And loue is sweetest, seasoned with suspect. 



* Cf. *' Cnlica ", sonnet lii, and relatiTO note. G. 
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If shee for this, with elowdes doe maske lier eyes, 
And make the heaueiis darke with her disdaino : 
With wiudie sighes disperse them iii the skyoj^, 
Or with thy teares dissolue them into rayue. 

Thoughts, hope, and loue, retume to me no more, 
Till Cinthia shine, as shee hath done before. 



V. .Vjauing marr||fb a toourtj^g |?ab|j anb taken 
atDE]) bji brati^, i>t com^hnnttlj Jbis mishap. ^ 

N youth when I at large did leude, my 
life in lustie libertie, 
SI Whenheuy thoughtesnoonedid sproadr, 
to let' my pleasant fantesie, 
Xo fortune seemed, so haixi could fall, 
This froedome then, that might make thrall. 




* From "The Paradyse of daynty deuises. Conteyniuj? 
sundry ])ithy preccptes, learned counsels, and excellent 
inuentions, right pleasant and profitable for all cstatc&i. 
Devised and written for the most part, by M. Edwanle*, 
sometimes of her ISIaiestie's Chappel : the rest by sundrv 
learned gentlemen, both of honor, and worship, "whose 
names hereaft<^r followo " (lo78). See Note profixf^i to 
those Minor Poems <»n tln' ntithoi'ship <»f this pi#M^«^ Q. 

2 Hinder. G. 
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Ana twenty vcie<? I skarse had sqKjnt, wbe to make 

till my happy fate, 
B'th treariures great were on me cast, with landes 
:in(l titles of estate : 
So as more hlest then I stood than, 
Eke as me thought was neuer man. 
!For of Dame Fortune who is he coulde more derdre 

by iust request, 
The health with wealth and libertie, al whifh at 
once I thus possest : 
But masking in this ioly ioy, 
A soden syght prooud al a toy. 
For passing on these merie dayes, with new deiiiv: 

of pleasures great, 
And now & then to viewe the rayes, of ht-uniif^' 
workes with cunning fret : 
In heauenly hewes, al which as one, 
1 oft beheldc, but bound to none. 
And one day rowling thus my ey*-*«, v[K»n the*" 

blessed wights at ea^e, 
Among the rest one did I see, who ^t^lyprht my 
wandring lookes did sease, 



' S|h11(m1 iind printed beautif-H. Onwanl I hnvt a)^» 
in.si^rto'l th«' aiiohtniphf, and givi-n Forluno m r.ipital 
F, Mid similurly <:Hi.itjil«* t'» ]t"T'**>u\^rn\u>iM in tlf n* xt 




And stayed them firme, but aiich a syght 
Of beautie yet sawo ncner wyght. 
"What shul I aeke to praise it more, where tongs 

tan not pniisG yn same, 
But to bo ehort, to loners lore, I stniyght my senses 
al dyd frame : 
And were it wyt, or were it chaanco, 
I woone the Oarlaode in this duunce. 
And tiius wher I before had thought, no hap my 

fortune might encrese, 
A double blis this clmnce forth brought, so did my 
ladie'a louc mo please r 
Her fayth bo firm e, and constant snche, 
As neuer hart can prayse too muche. 
But now with torments strange I taste y* fickle 

atay of Fortune's whele, 
And whero she. raysde from height to east, witli 
greater force of greefe to feele : 
For from this hap of soden frowne, 
Of Princes face she throwe me downc. 
And thus exchange now hath it made, by liberty 

a thing most deore. 
In hateful prison for to fade, where aundred from 
my louing feare,' 

' Or fere = wife or compuiioa. So Gcoiitt in the wcU- 
taiown song of "AuIdLang Syne": 

... ."And there's » band mj- ttualy /rtre .'' G. 
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\h\n\ liarted mindes relent, and Rigor\s tcans 

abound, 
And Enuie strangely rues his end, in whom n«> 

fault she found, 
Knowledge his light hath lost, Valor hath slainc 

her knight, 
Sidney is dead, dead is my friend, dead is the 

world' 8 delight. 

riaee pensiue wailes his fall, whose presence was 

hir pride. 
Time erieth out, my ebbe is come : his life wai» 

my spring tide, 



Full of viiricty, excellent inuention, and sing^ular deliirht. 
Neuer before this time published. Set foorth by R. g. 
of tho inner Temple Gentleman. Imprinted at London 
by lohn lacksou. 1593." Lamb's notice of this poem is 
cont'iinud in the *' La.st Essays of Elia '\ under " Sonir 
Sonnets «»f Sir Philip Sydney", and is as follows : ** Let 
any ono ruad the deeper sorrows (griefe running into rage) 
in tho Poem, — the last in the collection accompan^'in«»' th«' 
above, — which from internal testimony I believe to b«' 
fiOrd Brooke's, — beginning with "Silence augmenteth 
griefo ■',— and then seriously ask himself, wliether the 
subject of such absorbing and confounding rxx^iets 
louhl have been Chat thing which Lord Oxford tormo*i 
liim." [Works, as before, Vol. III., p. 341.] See our 
introductory 'Note ' to these " Minor Vooms/* G 



MUfOR POEMS. . 145 

Fame moumes in that she lost, the ground of hir 

reports, 
£ch liuing wight laments his lacke, and all in 

sundry sorts. 

He was — wo worth that word — to ech well 

thinking minde, 
A spotlcsse friend, a matchlcs man, whose 

Tertue euer shinde, 
Declaring in his thoughts, his life, and that he 

writ, 
Highest conceits, longest foresights, and deepest 

works of wit. 

He onolv like hinL^elfe, was second mto none, 
Where 'leth — though life — ^we rue, k wrong, 

and al in vaine do moce. 
Their losse, not him waile thej, tliat fill the 

world with cries, 
Death slue nfA him. but he made death his ladder 

t/> th*: %kie«. 

Now yiikif; oi v:#fTow J. who iiue, the more the 

Wta wucv::^ IhiSt:}.. ikl-jZl. dfcith denif,-**, wL^- 
U»-4ati .« il t-, l.'^r.?. 



L. 
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Let all that swoete is, voide ? in me no mirth 

may dwdl, 
Fhilip, the cause of all this woe, my lino's content 

farewell. 

Xow rime, the sonne of rage, which art no kin to 

skill 
And endles gnefe, which deads my life, yet 

knowes not now to IdU, 
Go sceke that haples tombc, which if ye hap to 

finde, 
Salute the stones, that keepe the lims, that held so 

good a minde. 

Cub ot Vol II. 
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